




PW 
THE FALL GATHERING of CLUSTER D of the PRESBYTERY of MS 
was held on Saturday, September 27, at J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church. 

This event was attended by 43 women from our Cluster which includes  McComb, Brookhaven, Natchez, Mag-
nolia, Liberty, and Osyka. The meeting began with a breakfast 
provided by the Magnolia Presbyterian Church PW.  

Libby Simo, JJ White PW Moderator, welcomed us, and Rachel 
Catchings gave our devotional. Norma Loposser, Spiritual 
Leadership Developer, introduced the study book for this year 
"Jubilee! Luke's Gospel for the Poor". 

Lee Clark, from MICA, informed the group about the work MICA 
does in the area, and an offering of $495 was collected for the 
organization. 

Workshops were held, followed by a message from PW’s Pres-
bytery of MS Moderator, Myra Hester. A luncheon concluded 
the gathering.    

Thanks to Renee Belote for organizing and facilitating this great 
event! 

The Magnolia PW provided breakfast. L to R: Charlene 
Perry, Carolyn Ray, Marie Honea and Sue Nunnery. 

JJW PW Moderator, Libby Simo, welcomed the 
women to our church. 

Rachel Catchings led the devotional. Forty-three women attended the Fall Gathering. 



CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Cleaning up after Gustav 
A crew of JJWMPC members cleaned up for members who needed assistance.  Pictures on this page were 
taken by Bess Simmons, who was very appreciative of their help. 

Tommy Morgan 

Bill Mitchell 

Rusty Whittington, Becky Morgan, Whitney Rawlings 

The Fellowship committee is working diligently to get the kids’ gym room completed by  
October 29 in order to have a special dinner that Wed. when we open the gym.  Hopefully all 
funds will be raised by then and we will have everything in place.  We also plan to have a Halloween 
party Friday, Oct. 31, in our new room. 
Anyone wishing to volunteer time, money, or fundraising skills is asked to call me please.  This is a 
very important project in the future for our church in terms of attracting other young parents.   
 
Thanks!  Billie Nance 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
Children’s gym on go! 



Our Deepest Sympathy  
Please remember these families in your prayers. 
 
Sympathy to family and friends of Mrs. Dot Ballew, who died September 18. 
 
Sympathy to Jimmy Robinson and family on the death of his mother, Mrs. Essie Robinson, on Septem-
ber 23. 
 
Sympathy to Mimi Sneed and family at the death of her cousin, Mr. John Logan, who died following a 
long battle with cancer in Memphis. 
 
Sympathy to Al Richardson and family of Mrs. Maxine Richardson, who died September 30. 

Sometimes the beautiful flowers placed in the Sanctuary on Sun-
day mornings are offered for distribution to our sick and shut-in members.  The Congregational Care Com-
mittee, under the leadership of Ron and Beverly Yates, divides and arranges flowers in donated vases. 

Left to right:  Beverly Yates, Rose Ann Johnson, Chetta Hitt, Renee Belote, Libby Robinson 



We surely must be grateful to the descendants of Captain J. J. White for the beautiful edifice in which we are privileged to meet and 
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Although the First Presbyterian Church of McComb City, Mississippi, existed since its 
founding in 1876, that building was moved one block west on Delaware Avenue, and is now the First Christian Church. 
 
Our present building was erected in 1921 in honor of J. J. White.  Although additions have been built and some bought, for the church 
to provide expanded services for its congregants, I want to concentrate my remarks on the sanctuary. 
 
The church is located at the intersection of Delaware Avenue and Broadway at the head of Main Street, thereby occupying the most 
visually prominent position in downtown McComb.  It was designed by architects Kramer and Lindsley, built by Mr. Winnerlund.  It is 
of Gothic style. 
 
The Bell Tower is square with 4 stained glass windows, and crowned with ornate pinnacles.  A gothic façade surrounds the two main 
entrances, where double wooden doors are embellished with ornate indented designs. 
 
As we enter, the predominate figure in the glass entrances is the Easter Lily—symbolizing life after death. The dominant figure in the 
large east stained glass window is that of the ascending Christ.  In the north window there is a figure of Christ at the door.  The de-
scending white dove represents the Holy Spirit of peace. 
 
The empty cross behind the pulpit and at the baptistery reminds us of the living Christ and the cleansing power of the baptismal water. 
 
The main part of the sanctuary is called the nave (Latin for ship). The ceiling is domed with stained glass.  There are 12 hanging lights 
representing the 12 disciples—the center light represents Jesus. In the white globes are three arcs which symbolize the Trinity. This 
motif is found on the end of the pews and in the small card/pencil holders on the back of the pews. 
 
Scroll work on the vaulted ceiling offers several significant symbols: 
• Wings centered by the Celtic cross--God’s protection over us 
• Sprays of wheat—eternal life 
• Fleur-de-lis—the Holy Trinity 
The Shield—the Apostles, each of whom bore his own shield for protection 
 
The nave has radial seating on a diagonal axis.  This seating angle yields a functional design for the pulpit, the communion table, the 
organ and choir loft—thus a well-integrated interior design. 
 
The quality of the building is measured by the comfort of the congregants, thus the architecture and interior design work in harmony:  
simultaneously austere while appropriately reverent—lovely and eloquent—a place to worship that expresses spirituality through the 
relationship of space and form, along with religious symbolism. 
 
Altogether, this building contributes to a mood of religiosity and generates a feeling of reassurance and harmony, contentment and 
safety, encompassing comfort which—in a sense—“speaks to us.”  It connects us with the past and symbolized the future.  We receive 
the impression of the psychological and moral attitudes for which the church exists, and it speaks of the values by which we should 
live. 
 
Through the example of our church we realize how architecture can amplify and solidify a range of emotional and intellectual states, 
and keep before us experiences that have shaped us and made us who we are. 
 
We may come better to understand God through the beauty with which our sanctuary surrounds us, including the inspirational music of 
our organ and choir, divinely sweet and created by our own dear Christian friends. 
 
Best of all are you—who participate joyfully and gladly support the daily operation of this magnificent church. 
 

Betty Ott 
Mrs. Walter (Betty) Ott 
 
Addendum 
Some of the descriptive material contained herein was a part of the 125th Anniversary Program, March 2 - 4, 2001, Loreice Naklie, 
chairman. 

Reflections on J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church 



DATES 
2008-2009 
 2008   

OCT   

5 World Communion and Peacemaking 
Sunday.   

JJWMPC has partnered with Idlewild Presbyterian 
Church in Memphis (at Southwestern) to PRAY for 
PEACE. 

7 PW Day Circle 12:00 Noon, NFH 

14 PW Night Circle 6:00 p.m., home of Carol Woods 

16 Due date for Knitted Hats for Rivers of 
the World  

May bring to church office.  Will be shipped on Oc-
tober 20. 

23 Presbytery of MS meets Bay St. Louis 

NOV   

23-26 Fall Jr./Sr. High Youth Retreat Percy Quin State Park 

2009   

FEB   

13-14 Kaleidoscope 
Keynote speaker Dr. Joan Gray 

First Trinity, Laurel 

12 Congregational Meeting 
Elect ENC 

11:30 a.m., Sanctuary 

29 Opening of Children’s Playroom and 
Mother’s Afternoon Out 

DONATE money today so play equipment will be 
funded. 

16-18 Cursillo. Still time to register Paul Johnson State Park 

23-24 PW Winter Retreat St. Mary of the Pines, Chatawa 

JAN   

MAR   

6-9 Missions Conference 
Expositor Ben Mathes 

JJWMPC 

20 Nursing Home Visitation  

Please let us know if you have articles, pictures, or dates for upcoming issues of JJW 
News.   
Contact: 
• Beth Wild (601-551-6319 or bwild@bellsouth.net)  
• Judy Deer (601-684-4180 or jjwhitememorial@bellsouth.net). 



 

 

OCTOBER    

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

2     Evan Parker 

  3     Rob Belote 

      5     Brandy Boyd Dyess 

              Bill Mitchell 

         Johnny Nance  

      8     Melissa Hutchison 

9     Carson Simmons  

    14      Sandra Boyd               

          Maxine Brock 

   15      Cyndy Catchings                 

          Anna Roberts                     

          Bubber White                   

          Susan White 

   16      Maxene Williford 

   22      Robbie DeCoux                     

   23      Frances Gatlin 

   25      (Rusty Brill) 

     Whitney Rawlings 

   29      Kent Williford 

   30      David Feldman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“… and all the trees of the field  
shall clap their hands.” 

(Isaiah 55:12d) 

ELDER of the MONTH 
 

BILL MITCHELL 
249-3243 

Or 
blmitch@hughes.net 

CHILDREN’S 
CHURCH 

 

5 Susan Gibbes 

12 Angie Simmons 

19 Billie Nance 

26 Susan White 

USHER/GREETER 
TEAM 

John H. White, Jr., Captain 

John Drummond 

Stacey Moak 

Steve Price 

Tommy Ratcliff 

Mark Statham 

FLOWERS 
 
 
  5 Mrs. Bess Simmons 
 
12  Mrs. Tom Magruder 
 
19   Ms. Rusty Whittington 
 
26 Mr. Jackson Jones 
 
 

Men’s Wednesday  
Breakfast Group 

 
 
1  Bill Mitchell,            

 David Feldman 
8  Phil Terrell,               

 Richard Holmes 
15  Carl Lazenby,            

 Whit Whittington 
22  Steve Blue,                

 Tom Dupree 
29  Whitney Rawlings, 

 Jimmy C. Robertson 
 
 

Continental Breakfast  
& Fellowship 

Ewell Martin Room  
each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

 

5         Susan White 

12       Betty Penick, Margy Wicker 

19       Renee Belote 

26       Bill Mitchell 

THOSE  WHO  SERVE  IN  OCTOBER 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
5:30 p.m.   Supper 
6:00 p.m.   Adult Study 
                  Children 
                  Nursery 
6:30 p.m.   Choir Practice 

2 
12:00 noon 

MICA Board Mtg. 
at 1st Christian 

7:00 p.m.  Knutty 
Knitters 

3 
7:15 a.m. 

Prayer Breakfast 
(National Inn) 

4 

5 World Wide  
    Communion 
  9:00 a.m.   Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m.   Sun. School 
10:30 a.m.   Worship 
  5:30 p.m.   Vespers 
  6:00 p.m.   Session  

6 7 
6:00 p.m.   

P. W. Night Circle with 
Carol Wood 

8 
5:30 p.m.   Supper 
6:00 p.m.   Adult Study 
                  Children 
                  Nursery 
6:30 p.m.   Choir Practice 

9 
 
 

7:00 p.m.  Knutty 
Knitters 

10 
 

7:15 a.m. 
Prayer Breakfast 
(National Inn) 

11 

12 
   
  9:00 a.m.   Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m.   Sun. School 
10:30 a.m.   Worship 
  5:30 p.m.   Vespers 

13 14 
12 noon 

P. W. Day Circle 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

15 
5:30 p.m.   Supper 
6:00 p.m.   Adult Study 
                  Children 
                  Nursery 
6:30 p.m.   Choir Practice 

16 
 
 

7:00 p.m.  Knutty 
Knitters 

 

17 
 

7:15 a.m. 
Prayer Breakfast 
(National Inn) 

18 

19 
 
  9:00 a.m.   Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m.   Sun. School 
10:30 a.m.   Worship 
  5:30 p.m.   Vespers 

20 
 

3:00 p.m. 
Nursing Home 

visitation 

21 22 
5:30 p.m.   Supper 
6:00 p.m.   Adult Study 
                  Children 
                  Nursery 
6:30 p.m.   Choir Practice 

23 
 
 

7:00 p.m.  Knutty 
Knitters 

24 
 

7:15 a.m. 
Prayer Breakfast 
(National Inn) 

25 

26   
  9:00 a.m.   Breakfast 
  9:30 a.m.   Sun. School 
10:30 a.m.   Worship 
  5:30 p.m.   Vespers 
 

Reformation Sunday 

27 28 29 
5:30 p.m.   Supper 
6:00 p.m.   Adult Study 
                  Children 
                  Nursery 
6:30 p.m.   Choir Practice 

30 
 
 

7:00 p.m.  Knutty 
Knitters 

31 
 

7:15 a.m. 
Prayer Breakfast 
(National Inn) 
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CHURCH STAFF  
                                                   Supply Pastor Mr. Charles Ray   

                                                   Music Director Dr. Dana Lamar 

                                                   Secretary             Mrs. Judy Deer 

                                                   Treasurer                Mr. Whitney Rawlings 

                                                   Janitors                  Mrs. Lannette Williams, Mrs. Deborah Lee 

                                                   Nursery     Pat Bates, Jackie Moore, Lynda Young  

 

THE SESSION: 
                                           Bill Mitchell, Becky Morgan, Billie Nance, Tommy Ratcliff,  

                                 Whitney Rawlings, Susan White, Bubber White, Beth Wild, Ron Yates.   

 
Postmaster:  Return Service Requested 




