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  See what kind of love the Father has given to us, 
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I John 3:1
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Lulwanda Children Receive JJ White’s Gift Bags!

“Dear J.J. White Presbyterian Church,
! On behalf of all the children at Lulwanda 
Children's Home, we are so so grateful for the 
wonderful gifts that you sent us for Christmas. We 
were so excited to learn at the Christmas party that 
our friends in America cared so much about us to 
think to send us individual packages. The Christmas 
party was very fun.  We hosted (with the mothers) 
all of the staff members. Everyone was dressed very 
smart and different groups of children presented 
songs and skits about the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  At the end of the presentation, some of our 
Aunties called each of our names and we came up to 
receive our gift. Sweets, socks, games, books, and 
other toys. We were all so happy.
! Thank you again for helping to make our 
Christmas bright and wonderful. May God richly 
bless you.”

Love, 
The children at Lulwanda Children's Home

An angel announces the 
birth of Jesus to the shepherds!

Mary and Joseph with baby Jesus 
surrounded by shepherds and wise men.

Passing out the gift bags from JJ White...

      A happy recipient!
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     ...from the 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! pastorÕs desk

                                                                  by Charles Ray

ÒMY SECRET HEARTÓ 

Mark 5:1-20

v.9 Then Jesus asked him, ÒWhat is your 
name?Ó He replied, ÒMy name is Legion; 
for we are many.Ó

(After the encounter with Jesus, those who 
knew the demoniac man saw him with 
Jesus.)

v.15 ÒThey came to Jesus and saw the 
demoniac sitting there, clothed and in 
his right mind, the very man who had 
had the legion; and they were afraid.Ó

! To some degree, we all 
experience within our inner 
being conßicts that require a 
higher power for release.  So 
was Legion, whose tormented 
mind and bruised body were 
beyond his own control or that 
of any man, and he was left to 
suffer alone and friendless.  

In our secret hearts, we long 
for that higher power to set us 
free and give us peace of mind 
and strength of body, that we 
may live in harmony with God, 
others, and self.
! On Sunday, January 22, 
2012, I preached my sermon 
from the encounter of Jesus 
with the demon possessed man 
with the unclean spirit.  A 
number of those in attendance 
have requested copies of the 
poem I used to close the 
sermon.  You will no doubt 
notice that the poem is about 
me. 
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I  AM LEGION

I am Legion when, in my life, I judge others for the same      
sinful acts of disobedience that I commit and try to hide.  
TEACH ME OBEDIENCE IN MY SECRET HEART.

I am Legion when, in my actions, I respond with disrespect 
and hostility toward my loved ones, friends, and others.  
TEACH ME PATIENCE IN MY SECRET HEART.

I am Legion when, in my thought, I dishonor the privacy 
and dignity of others.  
TEACH ME SELF-CONTROL IN MY SECRET HEART.

I am Legion when, in my prayers, I halfheartedly present 
petitions, forgetting GodÕs amazing grace.  
TEACH ME FAITH IN MY SECRET HEART.

In LegionÕs life, Jesus let go the spirits and He was found 
sitting with the Lord.  Within my secret heart, Òarouse the 
love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, 
and a genuine faith.Ó Lord, allow me to open my 
secret heart to a fuller knowledge of your grace, 
so that my life can more compassionately reßect your love.  
TEACH ME WISDOM IN MY SECRET HEART.
                                                      Charles Ray

p.4



Focus on JJ White Committees...
Evangelism

  Our JJ White MPC Session includes chairs of committees 
for all aspects of church life. Watch this spot in our 
newsletter as each committee is featured in the coming 
months.
    The Evangelism Committee is chaired by Elder Robbie 
DeCoux. Committee members are Rusty Whittington, Ralph 

Brock, Andrew DeCoux, and Melissa DeCoux.

A message from Robbie: “This recently formed committee is very 
interested and intent on spreading the good news about JJW to 
other persons in our community.  We plan to do this via personal 
contacts, email, written notes, phone calls, and any other way one 
might utilize to communicate what a good thing we have right 
here on the corner of 3rd and Delaware.  We would love for 
other members of the congregation to notify us of anyone they 
consider potential contacts, and we would welcome even more the 
congregation joining us in making these contacts.  Please relate 
to any member of the Evangelism committee your information 
regarding potential contacts.”

l to r: Committee members Rusty Whittington, Ralph Brock, Melisa DeCoux, 
Andrew DeCoux, and committee chair Robbie DeCoux.
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Music Notes
by Dr. Roger Nickerson
    Music Director

JJW-MPC CONCERT SERIES
The center of culture and the arts!

For many centuries the Church was the center 
of culture and the arts.  Even from biblical 
times, music was the center of worship and was 
the most effective way for believers to express 
their faith in a living God.  Once again, in the 
twenty-first century, great classical and sacred 
music (which many times are one and the 
same) are taking their rightful place in our 
society: in the Church.

Although the worship service is the central and 
most spiritually effective place for music, it can 
also serve the greatly needed purpose of 
wholesome entertainment and enrichment of 
life through arts by way of a concert series.

In building the JJW-MPC Concert Series there 
are three basic reasons for beginning this 
series in 2012:

ENTERTAINMENT: An endeavor to provide 
wholesome entertainment for the Church 
membership and the outside community;

OUTREACH: An attempt to draw the outside 
community into the Church with the hope that 
people would return to a worship service;

EDIFICATION: Enriching people’s lives through 
great music and a spiritual message.

! March 25th We will begin our Spring 
Series with concert pianist, 


 Ms. Bettie McGowin Miller* visiting from 

 Chapman, Alabama. 

  *Bettie is a cousin of Susan White and 
   

  Whitney Rawlings.


 April will feature our own Chancel Choir 

 in the presentation of our EASTERTIDE 

 CANTATA on April 15th (The Sunday 

 following Easter)


 May program is yet to be decided.

  Your suggestions are always appreciated.

        Roger Nickerson
                Director of Music
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Missionaries and Organizations 
   Supported by JJ White MPC

Mission Conference 

Mexico--Seminary in Merida
Jean and David Legters

 Belize--Cristo Rey School
Project of Helen and the late Tom Lacey

 
Thailand--Mary Peterson  

Outreach Foundation, Living Waters for 
the World, CUPS, Rivers of the World, 

 Palmer Children’s Home, Natchez      
Children’s Home, 

 French Camp Academy, 
Chamberlain-Hunt Academy, 

MICA, Boys and Girls Club

JJ White Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 
Missions Conference

February 22-26, 2012

Featured Speaker-Ruth Conard

Click the link below to visit Ruth’s website for 
more information about her ministry... 

http://www.designedtobepillars.org/

 Church Chatter...

ÒSouperÓ Bowl Sunday at JJ White 
supporting MICA

Homemade soup for Sunday lunch following 
the morning service-

Please bring canned goods, cash, or checks 
 for this vital community organization!

McComb Interdenominational Care Association

     Sunday, February 5, at 11:30
      JJ White MPC Fellowship Hall

(The 2011 Session Committee Chairs 
will give year-end reports after the meal.)
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An invitation to... 

a Ladies Luncheon Fundraiser and Fashion Show 

to benefit WINGS “Women in Need of God’s Shelter”

WINGS offers safe shelter, counseling, victim advocacy, education, 

spiritual counseling, information / referrals and permanent housing 
for women and children who are victims of domestic abuse.
Thursday, February 23, at 12:00 noon Fernwood Country Club

Guest Speaker - Ruth Conard
Each lady is asked to bring a clothing item (suit dress, purse, scarf, shoes) from her own closet that can be 

given to the ladies of WINGS to use as they dress for job interviews, etc. 
Please bring clothing on a hanger if appropriate for your item.

$40 / person (501c 3 organization) Tickets available at Holmes Stationers
Sponsored in part by JJ White Memorial Presbyterian Church

Enjoy a catfish dinner prepared by Mr. Whiskers and 
help fund a good project at the same time!!

Catfish Supper
	

Friday, February 24, 5:30 PM 

    Fellowship Hall JJ White MPC
    (Pickup dinners also available.)

Tickets 10.00 each (Tickets may 
be purchased from the church office 
or from Troop 124 Cub Scouts-
Thaddeus and Philip’s pack.)
Proceeds will go toward a new roof 

for the Boy Scout House. 
6:30 Missions Conference Program 

!      JJ WhiteÕs annual Missions Conference    
Breakfast and Work Project will be on 
Saturday, February 25, with breakfast in 
the Fellowship Hall beginning at 8:00 AM.  
For a small donation enjoy a delicious 
breakfast prepared by some great 
JJ White cooks.   

!
     After breakfast you are invited to 
participate in a work project to continue 
the renovation of the Boy Scout House 
(Schroeder house) used by JJ White 
sponsored Scouts.  
!     Possible additional work projects at 
other locations to be announced.

JJ White Missions Conference Breakfast 
and Work Project
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Ms. Bess 
Remembers...

Memories of Virginia Atkinson...

! As I go through boxes and stacks of 
things from days past, some things bring 
memories of days past. I began reading this 
short letter to a person named Virginia.  A 
line or two, and I realized who ÒVirginiaÓ 
was.   I had seen her and her family at the 
Summit Presbyterian Church regularly for 
two years. Most of it follows.!                                                                                                                                

! “At the recent meeting of our church 
committee we each had the privilege of 
choosing several people to keep in touch with 
and contact regularly, as our Christian 
ministry. I felt honored to select you.  Call me if 
I can do anything for you.                        
	

 Ever since I started to Southwest those 
many years ago and attended the church in 
Summit I have admired you.  You may not 
remember but once our Circle met with you at 
Christmas and you gave a door prize...that 
pretty green bottle holding a bright red candle, 
adorned with a beautiful bow and flower. 
Guess who won it—I did.  And I enjoyed it for 
years.               	

                                     
	

 May you have a warm, happy 
Christmas, filled with much joy and family 
love….May you be blessed with improved 
health. God be with you….”

!

! In time the Summit congregation 
disbanded.  Virginia Atkinson and other 
members joined us here at J. J. White.  She, 
along with Ruth Holmes, was one of the 
leaders in our making Chrismon 
decorations. What a joy it is to see the 
youngsters place these handmade 
ornaments on the Christmas tree each 
year.  Perhaps some of hers are still used. 

! VirginiaÕs son and daughter-in-law, Nelson 
and Dennilee, became members here  when they 
retired and returned to our area. !        
! Stopping by to visit Virginia a few minutes, 
talking with her on the phone, took so little time.  
There are warm feelings of being loved and 
treasured when this happens.  

!
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The following article is from the PCUSA website: 
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/worship/ash-wednesday  

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent with a public act 
of confession and contrition. Acknowledging that all have 
sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, we stand in 
solidarity as fellow creatures before our Creator, acutely 
aware of our mortality.  In the face of our transience, we 
pledge ourselves anew to live unto God’s Word in Jesus 
Christ, the eternal Word that remains forever.
Historically, Ash Wednesday was a time when penitents 
were presented for church discipline during Lent, 

culminating in reconciliation on Maundy Thursday. Ash Wednesday is also the occasion 
when would-be disciples of Christ known as catechumens were enrolled in the 
catechumenate, a special time of learning the basics of the faith in preparation for baptism 
on Easter Sunday or during the Easter Vigil. In some traditions, Ash Wednesday is a fast 
day, beginning the Lenten time of fasting and preparation for the Great Three Days that 
culminate in Easter.

A TIME TO TURN

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 
109-110)

 The Lenten journey from the ashes of death to resurrected life begins on the first day 
of Lent, Ash Wednesday, which signifies a time to turn around, to change directions, to 
repent. This first day of Lent reminds us that unless we are willing to die to our old selves, 
we cannot be raised to new life with Christ. The first step of this journey calls us to 
acknowledge and confront our mortality, individually and corporately. In many traditions, 
this is symbolized through the imposition of ashes — placing a cross on one’s forehead. 
During the imposition of ashes the words: “You are dust, and to dust you shall 
return” (Genesis 3:19) are repeated again and again. We are to remember that we are but 
temporary creatures, always on the edge of death. On Ash Wednesday, we begin our Lenten 
trek through the desert toward Easter.
 Ashes on the forehead is a sign of our humanity and a reminder of our mortality. 
Lent is not a matter of being good, and wearing ashes is not to show off one’s faith. The 
ashes are a reminder to us and our communities of our finite creatureliness. The ashes we 
wear on our Lenten journey symbolize the dust and broken debris of our lives as well as the 
reality that eventually each of us will die.
 Trusting in the “accomplished fact” of Christ’s resurrection, however, we listen for 
the Word of God in the time-honored stories of the church’s Lenten journey. We follow 
Jesus into the wilderness, resist temptation, fast, and proceed “on the way” to Jerusalem 
and the cross. Our Lenten journey is one of metanoia (“turning around”), of changing 
directions from self-serving toward the self-giving way of the cross.
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February Schedules and Lists      

     

 ELDER of the MONTH: Suzi Drummond 

QUICK LOOK at EVENTS  (See newsletter articles and calendar for more details. )
	



         5 ÒSouperÓ Bowl
! 10 Presbytery Meets
! 10-11 Kaleidoscope (Interested? Go to the Presbytery !                  
!     website: http://church56.synodnw.org/Kaleidoscope.aspx)
! 12 Girl Scout Gold Award
!     Session Meets
! 14 WomenÕs Bible Study
! 22 Ash Wednesday Service followed by supper 

! ! ! ! !      and local missions speakers
! ! ! ! ! 23 Wings Luncheon
! ! ! ! ! 24-26 Missions Conference
! ! ! ! ! 26 MICA

	

 	

 CHILDREN’S CHURCH! ! ! ! !
5! Rusty Whittington
12      Suzi Drummond
19! Meredith Singley
26! Melisa DeCoux! ! ! ! ! ! !

  	

 FLOWERS!! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
5! Bill Jones
12! Vicki and Rusty Brill
19! Carol and Whitney Rawlings
26! Billie and Johnny Nance!
! ! ! ! ! !
MEN’S WEDNESDAY Interdenominational BREAKFAST Group
1! Bill Mitchell, David Feldman

! 8! Phil Terrell, Kennon Singley
! 15! Whit Whittington, Dale Perdeye
! 22! Steve Blue, Tom Dupree, David Kimble
! 29! Jacob Ray, Renan Richmond, Whit Grace! ! ! ! ! !         

! ! !
                    USHERS GREETERS	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

                                                   

          Tommy Ratcliff, Captain     Stacey Moak    Phil Terrell        !       ! ! ! !
! Robbie DeCoux              Johnny Nance                  ! ! ! ! ! !
! John Drummond             Mark Statham 
! ! !           ! !         p.11!
! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

http://church56.synodnw.org/Kaleidoscope.aspx
http://church56.synodnw.org/Kaleidoscope.aspx


    F
EBRUA

RY

     
2	

 (Jenn

ifer B
rill)

     
13	

Em

ily Au
stin

     
14	

(Ro

ger P
rice)

     
20	

Do

nna S
mith

 	

	


Susan

 F. G
ibbes

     
21	

Ma

rgare
t Ann

 Morg
an

     
   Sa

m Wh
ite

     
22 Ha

nnah 
Catch

ings

     
23	

Lil

lian W
hite L

ack 

     
25	

Ma

ry Re
gan

       MARCH4	

 (Judy Deer)
5	

 Flo Boyd
6	

 Natalie Simo	

      

8	

 Jim McElwee
11	

 (Charles Ray)

	


Jimmy Robinson

12	

 Dolores Duczer

    Melissa Jones

15  Angie Simmons	

       

	


Randy White

23	

 Betty Penick
25 Dixie Fouche’
29	

 Iddo Enochs
	



Karen Sanders

31  Mary Lucile James

p.12



1

 

1

7:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

5:30 Wed. Night 
Fellowship       
(all ages)

2

Groundhog Day

Knutty Knitters

7:00 PM

3 4

5

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Worship and 
Communion 
Followed by 
“Souper Bowl” 
Luncheon, FH

6 7

Knitting 1:00

8

7:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

5:30 Wed. Night 
Fellowship       
(all ages)

9

Knutty Knitters

7:00 PM

10

Presbytery Meets  
Laurel-First Trinity

Kaleidoscope 
begins

11

Kaleidoscope 
continues

12

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 Sunday School

10:30: Worship 

1:30 G.S. Gold 
Award

5:30 Vespers

6:00 Session

s

5:30  vespers

6:00 Session

13

Nursing Home 

Visitation 3:00 pm

14

Valentine’s Day

Women’s Bible 
Study: soup with 
Magnolia Presby. 

11:30 am

Knitting 1:00    

15

7:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast 

5:30 Wed. Night 
Fellowship      

(all ages)

16

Knutty Knitters

7:00 PM

17 18

19

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 Sunday School

10:30: Worship; 

5:30 Vespers

20

Nursing Home 
Visitation     

3:00 pm 

21

 Knitting 1:00

22

7:15 am Men’s 
Breakfast       
5:30 Ash Wed. 
Service in 
Sanctuary 
followed by 
Supper with local 
missions guests

23

WINGS Ladies 
Luncheon Fashion 
Show at noon 
Fernwood Country 
Club

Knutty Knitters 
7:00 PM

24

JJ White MPC 
Missions 

Conference

Catfish 
Supper

25

JJ White MPC 
Missions 

Conference 
Breakfast 
8:00AM 

followed by 
work project 

26

MICA

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 Sunday 
School 

10:30: Worship 
Missions 

Conference 
Speaker

27 28

Knitting 1:00

29

It’s Leap Year!!

 February 2012

          Sunday            Monday          Tuesday       Wednesday        Thursday              Friday           Saturday

For the LORD is good and his 
love endures forever.... Ps. 100:5a


