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"Pra!e be to " God and Fa#er of $r Lord Jesus Ch&'! 
In h! great mercy he has given us new bi(h into a living hope #r$gh 

#e resurrection of Jesus Ch&' from " dead." 
1 Peter 1:3



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

What’s Next?

The days leading up to Easter have provided 
us many opportunities to focus on our 
spiritual life and the gifts God offers those 
who follow Jesus as disciples.  We have 
worshiped, prayed, and reflected together.  We 
have pondered the grace and faithfulness by 
which God keeps the Covenant in spite of 
our lack of grace and our unfaithfulness.  
During Holy Week we will continue that 
journey, experiencing the pain and confusion 
that lead us to the joy of Easter.  It has been a 
good journey this year, as it always is.  But 
what’s next?  Few of us are able or willing to 
keep up the intensity of Lent throughout the 
year.  

Have I got Good News for you!  The joy of 
Easter is not just a one day gift.  I am sure our 
Easter worship will be glorious.  From the 
early morning service through the later one 
we will experience unspeakable joy, and, in 
typical Presbyterian fashion, we will insist on 
finding words to express it.  Then we will 
gather again the next week and the next and 
every Sunday after that to continue to give 
thanks for the joy we know in Christ and to 
hear God’s challenge to carry that joy into the 
world around us.  We will continue to meet to 
study, serve, and live in the community that 
sustains us.  We will continue to be inspired 
by mission partners locally and globally and 
find ways to support and work alongside 
them.  We will continue to welcome those 
who join us on our journey and invite others 
to consider joining us as we listen for and 

respond to God’s call together. In short, the 
power of the Risen Christ is among us, and 
we will continue to live in it.

What’s next?  Sometimes I wish I knew.  
Other times, I’m thankful I can trust the God 
who raised Jesus from the dead to lead and 
guide us.  Whatever God has in store for us, I 
look forward to experiencing it with you.  
Wherever you plug into the life and ministry 
of the Church, I hope you are sustained and 
challenged by it and that it prods you to 
continue to grow in your understanding of 
God’s call in your life.  As we respond to that 
call together, we become the Church, the 
family God has called and equipped to bring 
Easter joy to all.  

   	
 	
 	
 	
 Grace and Peace,
                                               Bob
 



 

  
✤ Palm Sunday, March 29

 We’ll gather for worship outside (weather permitting) and recreate Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem as we wave palm branches and sing Hosanna.  It’ll be a great day of worship 
and celebration.  

✤ Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, March 30, 31, and  April 1
 While we won’t gather for corporate worship these days, we’ll have another opportunity 

for prayer and contemplation these days.  In the classrooms on the second floor, around 
the corner from the sanctuary, we’ll have several self-guided activities for prayer and 
quiet reflection.  Some will involve music, some Scripture, others prayer, and 
opportunities to reach out to others.  You can stop by at your convenience any time 
Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday to spend a few minutes or as long as you want 
pondering the mystery of God’s love for us and the ways we experience it.

✤ Wednesday Evening, April 1, 5:30 pm
 We’ll meet on our regular schedule for Wednesday evening with supper at 5:30, and we’ll 

conclude our Lenten Bible study, “What If We Gave Up…”   Wednesday also includes 
activities for youth and children.

✤ Maundy Thursday, April 2, 6:30 pm
 Maundy Thursday helps us remember the night Jesus celebrated Passover with the 

disciples and instituted the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, instructing us to do this in 
remembrance of him.  We’ll gather at the Table that evening, and we will be led in worship 
by our choir as they guide us through the events of the last week of Jesus’ life.  You’ll 
want to be here and to invite friends.

✤ Good Friday, April 3, 6:30 pm
 Good Friday is a difficult day for Christians.  We know that our salvation came at a great 

cost, but we are hesitant to confront the starkness of the events of Good Friday, the day 
Jesus died.  Before we celebrate the joy of Easter morning, we will gather for worship on 
Friday night to remember and give thanks for the sacrifice that makes us whole.  

 (Easter worship - next page)

Schedule: March 29-April 4



✤  Easter Sunrise Worship, April 5, 6:45 a.m.
          The almanac says that sunrise will come at 6:47 a.m., so we’ll be here to see it rise together   
 as we experience the story of the Resurrection from John’s Gospel.  We’ll follow the 
 service with breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.  Join us for a joyful celebration early in the 
 morning.

✤  Easter Worship, April 5, 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 The center of our faith is the Resurrection of our Lord.  Join us as we celebrate God’s 
 great love for us in worship.  Invite family and friends to join us. The sermon will come 
           from Mark’s Resurrection story.  Music will be joyful as we celebrate Easter together.  
           We hope you’ll be there.

Church music is a part of our joyful response to God.  Your choir works very 
hard throughout the year to contribute to our worship.  Especially during the busy 
Advent, Lent, and Easter seasons, our faithful musicians spend hours and hours 
preparing to lead us in worship.  Palm Sunday gives us an opportunity to sing an 

upbeat piece called ”A King Came 
Riding By” as a part of our re-
creation of Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem.  Then I hope you’ll 
make a special effort to be with 
us on Maundy Thursday.  Invite 
friends and family members to join 
us for worship during this important 
season.  We will be singing four 
selections on Maundy Thursday 
that help us reflect on the events 
we remember that evening: Jesus’ 
prayer in the Garden, his plea for 
his followers to be one, his denial, 
and his being led away to die.  The 
music is emotional.  It helps us 

to grasp something of the things 
Jesus experienced as he endured injustice and rejection.  We hope these pieces will 
add to your experience of his love for us.  We’ll have a haunting anthem on Good 
Friday that asks, “What Have We Done?”  Then on Easter morning, we’ll all be ready 
to sing Alleluia and to experience the joy of resurrection in a piece called “Easter 
Carol”.  Our hope is that music will add to both the sorrow and the joy we 
experience in these important days. 

.  

Notes 
from Deanna Phelps, Music Director



JJ White MPC Welcomes New Members!

Pictured at left are Phyllis Turner and Reverend Phelps as she 
was introduced to the congregation on March 1 and 
welcomed as a new member of JJ White.  She is a retired 
nurse and has moved to our area from Baton Rouge where 
she was a member of First Presbyterian.  Besides being an 
artist, Phyllis is involved in starting a farm with her son. 

We welcome Phyllis and are glad to have her as a part of 
our worship, Bible study, and activities!

Phyllis Turner

Winbourne and Sue Sullivan

 On March 8, the congregation of JJ White welcomed 
two new members - Sue and Winbourne Sullivan.  
They were living in McComb 1960-1965 and 
attended JJ White, but moved to Liberty where they 
owned Liberty Drug Store.  They retired in 2000. 
Both enjoy reading and Winbourne likes to play golf.  
Sue and Winbourne have 2 daughters, 7 
grandchildren, and 3 great-grandchildren.

They say they are happy to be back at JJ White and 
we hope they know the feeling is mutual!

June Moak

We welcomed June Moak back into the JJ White 
church family on March 15.  June is a skilled knitter, 
and in her words “loves all things English” as 
England is where she grew up (and she still has a bit 
of the accent).  She is a longtime MICA volunteer, 
with many years of faithful service to the work of 
this organization.  

We welcome her and are delighted to have her 
with us again! 



Hey Kids, 
Grab your Easter baskets and come to the annual 
        JJ White MPC Easter Egg Hunt!

When?  Saturday, April 4, at 10:30 a.m.
Where?  The home of Billie and Johnny Nance
                2318 Apache Drive

There will be dozens and dozens of eggs to find,
lots of goodies for all,
   and a light lunch!

(Please let Melisa DeCoux or Billie Nance know you plan to attend.)

We are very excited about our growing youth group.  Amanda Lewis, Kennon 
Singley, Jose ́ Simo and other are providing leadership for this group.  They have 
several events planned in the coming weeks.  Here are two you need to plan for:

Baked Potato Bar and Youth Bake-Off
Sunday, April 19, right after worship, plan to join us in the Fellowship Hall for a 
Baked Potato Bar and Youth Bake-Off.  We’ll be selling tickets at $5 each, and 
there will be a tip jar for any who would like to make additional donations.  
Proceeds from this event will benefit youth activities in the coming weeks.  You’ll 
want to be here to enjoy a baked potato with various toppings and to sample and 
help judge cakes baked by our youth.  
Mark your calendars now and plan to join us for lunch on April 19.

Youth Sunday
Sunday, May 17, will be Youth Sunday in morning worship.  Members of our youth 
groups will lead the service and provide special music.  You’ll want to be here to 
support and encourage our youth and to learn from them about their experiences 
as they grow in faith.  In their baptism, we promise to provide opportunities for 
young people to grow as disciples.  This is one way we can keep that promise.  

Youth Activities for Spring 



Save The Date: The week of July 12-16 will be the time for this year’s Vacation Bible 
School.  We’ll meet in the evenings and explore G-Force as a theme.  
More information will be coming after Easter, but get this event on 
your calendars now before your summer fills up.

Vacation Bible School - Save the Date!

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
On Wednesday evening after supper, adults 
participate in a brief Bible study time in the 
Fellowship Hall.  After Easter, we will look at a 
different well-known and well-loved Bible verse 
each week. We’ll begin with Matthew 18:3 which calls 
us all to become like children as we follow Jesus.  
We’ll see how child-like faith can be good for us.  
Each week, we’ll visit with a different verse.  You’ll 
want to be here to share your perspective.

Thursday Morning  in Acts
Each Thursday morning at 10:30, several gather in 
the Covenant Life classroom on the second floor.  
We have just begun a study of the Book of Acts.  
We’re having fun learning how the early Church 
came into being in response to Christ’s call to go 
and make disciples.  The discussion is always lively, 
and newcomers are always welcome.  We meet from 
10:30 until noon each Thursday.  Come and see if 
this might not be a good addition to your week.

Bible Study Opportunities
Several opportunities to study the Scripture are ongoing on our church calendar.  In addition to Sunday 
School each Sunday morning at 9:30 am, when groups gather for all ages, we offer two other opportunities for 
adult Bible study each week.

News from the Session

The Session held its regular meeting for March on the 8th at 6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin Room.  Elder Noggin 
Wild was out of town and excused.  All other members were present.  After a devotional thought from Psalm 
19 and a time of prayer for the various concerns of our congregation, the Session took the following actions:

✦Received June Moak into membership upon her transfer from New Covenant Presbyterian Church
✦Received Kelly Henley into membership upon reaffirmation of faith.
✦Approved minutes from several recent meetings.
✦Received a report and approved recommendations from the Trustees.  These recommendations were all 
related to the J. J. White Foundation and issues related to its governance.  Please see Bob or Noggin for 
more information.
✦Reviewed the annual statistical report to the General Assembly.
✦Accepted the Treasurer’s report
✦Heard reports from the Christian Education, Congregational Care, Finance and Stewardship, 
Government, Mission and Evangelism, Property, and Worship Committees.  
✦Approved a Shepherd Ministry Plan led by elders to help with pastoral care and community building 
within our congregation.  
✦Noted that Judy Deer, Church Secretary, now works part time, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 9 
am until 5 pm.  

The Session will meet again on Sunday, April 12, at 6 pm.  Please keep the elders and those who serve with 
them on various committees in your prayers as they provide leadership for our congregation.  



The Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Mississippi held their 27th Annual Gathering on 
March 28, at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Hattiesburg.  About 60 women 
from across the Presbytery attended.  
Women attending from JJ White were 
Betty Penick, Deanna Phelps, Beverly 
Yates, and Suzi Drummond.  The 
Reverend Steve Ramp welcomed the 
group to Westminster which has just 
undergone much repair and construction 
following the tornado that devastated 
parts of Hattiesburg about two years 
ago. The congregation has just moved 
back into the building, and they are so 
grateful to have completed the extensive 
work that had to be done. 
 
The Reverend Ashley Beaty-Perry of 
Gautier Presbyterian church spoke on 
the subject of “A Story People” as we all 
have a spiritual story in how we live our 
faith. Committee reports were received 
and new officers installed.  Marcia Magee 
from Briarwood in Jackson will begin a 

two-year term as moderator.   A spokesperson from the Hattiesburg area Domestic Abuse Shelter 
gave a review of the work of the organization and a former recipient of its care and support spoke 
about how much she was helped by the group.  An offering was taken for the organization.  After 
other business a lovely luncheon was served, and there was opportunity to chat with women from 
other churches. 
 
The next gathering is planned to be held at Faith Presbyterian in Jackson.

JJ White’s PW meets the second Tuesday of each month.  The next meeting will be on April 14 at 
11:30 a.m.  All women are invited and encouraged to join this group at any time.

Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of 
Mississippi 27th Annual Gathering

of JJWMPC

Suzi Drummond (l.), Deanna Phelps, Beverly Yates, 
and Betty Penick at PWP Gathering



    

     
  

          

           MEN’S  INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
                BREAKFAST GROUP

1 Bill, Jim
8 Randy Burris, Tommy
15 John, Randy White
22 Phil, Kennon
29 Dale, Whit, Joe

USHERS/GREETERS
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham
Johnny Nance
Phil Terrell

ELDER of the MONTH: Melisa DeCoux5 Easter lilies
12 Jackson Jones
19 Linda and J. C. Johnson
26 Stacy White

               CHILDREN’S CHURCH
5 Billie Nance, Meredith Singley
12 Melisa DeCoux, Marissa Nance
19 Sara Beth Williams, Alison Allred
26 Libby Simo, Lee Williams

April

FLOWERS

May

Happy 
Birthday 
to you!

        April -Schedules and Lists

1 Vicki Brill
2 Pat Randall
3 Lil Lamkin 
5      Liz Terrell
7 Helen Ray
8 Janell Herring
12 Haleigh Estes
12 Will Ratcliff
13 Kathy Parker
14 Andrea Simo
16 Betty Walker 
18 Howard Allred
21 Katie Howell
24 Jay Johnson 
30 Mike Belote

1 Dominic Cotton
 Meredith Singley
3 James Whitney Rawlings
 Sue White
10 Heather Ray
16 Kay Robinson
17 Tommy Catchings
18 Bill Catchings, Jr.
19 Lee Williams
20 Kennon Singley
21 Kathleen Harbour
23     Nicky Barr
27 Tom Warren Wild
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1

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities

choir practice

2

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 

10:30 am

Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 
6:30 PM

3

Good Friday 
Service 

6:30 PM

4

Easter Egg Hunt

at the Nance’s 
home -

10:30 a.m.

5 

Easter 

6:45 Sunrise 
Worship followed 
by breakfast in FH

9:30 SundaySchool
10:30: Worship 

s

5:30  vespers

6:00 Session

6 7 8

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities

choir practice

9

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 

10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

10 11

12

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30: Worship 

6:00 Session

0 14

Presbyterian 
Women meet 
11:30 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall

15

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities

choir practice

16

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 

10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

17 18

19

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 

10:30: Worship 

20 21 22

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities
choir practice

23

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 

10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

24 25

26

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 

10:30: Worship 

27 28 29

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities

choir practice

30 

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 

10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

  Sunday      Monday      Tuesday    Wednesday    Thursday      Friday      Saturday         

April
2015

“There is not one 
blade of grass, 
there is no color 
in this world that 
is not intended to 
make us rejoice.” 
!
    - John Calvin

 

Please see complete Holy Week and 
Easter schedule in this newsletter.


