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Let everything that breathes 
praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord! Psalm 150:6



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

Right in the Middle

I have a confession to make.  I didn’t attend any of the 
festivities celebrating local American Idol finalist 
La’Porsha Renae a couple of weeks ago.  I hope she wins.  
She’s quite a singer.  The reason I didn’t attend the 
parade or the concert had nothing to do with not being 
a fan or a supporter.  It had everything to do with the 
fact that they came on Easter weekend.  Needless to say, 
I was a bit preoccupied that weekend.  I’m thankful for 
community leaders who set their own schedules aside to 
plan and coordinate the things that made our community 
look good on national television. (And especially for 
those who did all that and still got to church on Easter!)  
While all that went on, I was polishing up Easter sermons 
and enjoying time with Kyle and Maranda who shared 
the holiday with us.  Deanna and I watched the 
hometown visits on American Idol last week and saw our 
church on the parade route and saw at least a couple of 
people we recognized in the crowds at the parade and 
the concert over at the high school.  It’s strange to think 
that all that was happening just a few blocks from the 
house, and we were not in it.  

I’m sure there have been several other important things 
happen when I wasn’t paying attention.  No disrespect 
intended, but I missed out on most of the Viet Nam 
conflict because I was a kid in school without much 
political awareness.  Nixon resigned on August 8, 1974.  I 
knew that was going on, but Deanna and I got married 
on August 10, 1974, so I was a bit preoccupied then, too.  

A lot goes on when we’re busy with other things.

We read the Easter narratives from Scripture with the 
assumption that the whole world must have come to a 
stop that Friday afternoon when Jesus was crucified, and 
the whole world must have rejoiced when he rose from 
the dead on Sunday morning.  That’s not the story 
Scripture tells, of course.  There were some people at 
the cross that Friday afternoon, but the majority of the 
people in Jerusalem that week had just come through 
Passover and were making preparations for the Sabbath 
that would begin at sundown.  Some were making plans 
to return to their homes, jobs, and other responsibilities.  

As much as we don’t like to think about it, there were 
likely many in Jerusalem that week who could not have 
cared less what was going on among the followers of 
Jesus.  They were caught up in whatever the priorities of 
their lives were, and the events happening around them 
were of little interest to them.  Some of them may have 
heard some of the strange stories going around, but they 
had plenty to do without getting caught up in all that.

I suspect there are people like that around and among us 
as we experience the joy of Easter again this year.  For 
people of faith, Easter comes to reassure us that God’s 
love is still the greatest power at work in the world and 
that we know joy and hope because we have 
experienced that love.  There are many other agendas in 
addition to ours, of course.  They each have their own 
story to tell, and many people beyond our community 
are so caught up in those agenda that they miss out on 
what we believe to be Good News.  Sometimes even we 
fall prey to those other voices.  It’s an election year, and 
that’s important.  There are important issues in our 
community, and they’re all important.  Each of us faces 
issues of our own, and they’re certainly important.  

But let’s covenant that we will not allow ourselves to get 
so caught up in any of those other things that we miss 
the joy of this season.  The Lord is risen.  Jesus is risen 
indeed, and what we believe about that determines how 
we live and what we will do with all those other things 
going on in our lives.  

I know it’s hard to rejoice when the issues that occupy 
us are serious.  Illness, broken relationships, uncertainty, 
hopelessness—all those and whatever else is going on in 
your life are real.  But so is Resurrection hope.  We live 
right in the middle of that hope.  Don’t miss out on it 
because you’re too busy to know it’s happening.

I look forward to worshiping with you during these 
important Sundays of Easter joy.

Grace and Peace,
Bob



Palms, 
lilies, 

and children... 



Good news was received recently from The 
Creative Ministries Offering Committee of 
Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). The Thank Offering Grant application 
written by Carol Wood and Kathy Harbour of JJ 
White’s PW was accepted, and funding in the 
amount of $40,250 will be provided by the grant 
to support the W.I.N.G.S Medical Initiative in our 
area. Thank you to Carol and Kathy for their 

work and congratulations to them for their success in acquiring this 
financial help for WINGS through the generosity of Presbyterian 
Women across the nation who contribute to the annual Thank 
Offering.

The annual PW Birthday Offering will be received from the 
congregation on Sunday, April 17.  Thank you for your generous 
donations to this offering and the ministries it supports.

The next meeting of Presbyterian Women of JJ White will be on 
Tuesday, April 12, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  A light 
lunch will be served.  All women are invited to come to any monthly 
meeting and be a part of this group.  Also, if you are interested in 
starting a PW “circle” to meet at another time - any  current 
participant in PW would help you get going. Just contact Suzi 
Drummond or Beverly Yates.

Pictured are Carol Wood (l.) from PW of JJ White 
and Jean Spring of WINGS as they announce the 
grant award during the morning worship service.

JJ White MPC 

Music Notes

The sound of things in the choir room 
has changed a little in recent days.  
No, we haven’t been swamped with 
new singers who change the quality 
of our singing, and we thankfully 

      
 

             

                Music Notes from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

Sometimes events are so wonderful that we wonder how we’ll follow them.  That’s always a 
concern for church musicians after Easter.  How do you top the brightness and joy of Easter 
morning?  We certainly had it this year.  The choir worked so hard, and all their hard work 
showed during Holy Week and boy, did it ever on Easter morning!  

But we’re not done yet!  We’ll be singing several more weeks before we take a few weeks off 
during the summer.  Each week, our hope is that music becomes one of many ways we 
experience God’s presence together.  As we gather each Sunday, know that your choir and other 
musicians want to be worship leaders, and that we hope our gifts help you experience God’s 
grace.  

We look forward to worshiping with you this spring.

Report from PW of JJ White



  Jj White MpC YoUtH -
SerVice anD Fun!

Six of our youth along with adult leaders and volunteers - Pastor Bob, Stacy White, Fred Harmon 
and Amanda Lewis - spent a sunny Saturday working on clean up and repair of homes damaged 
by a recent tornado near Wesson, Mississippi. The kids had a great day working and developing an 
appreciation of what people have to deal with after such a destructive storm.

The Mission Team (l-r): Charlie, Pastor Bob, Lily, Ashleigh, Britt, Stacy, Fred, 
Steven, Amanda, and Victoria



Parents vs. Youth was a just-for-fun event on a recent weekend night.  Finding out who “won” this 
competition depends on who is doing the talking.  

YoUtH vS. ParenTs!!!



*Thanks to Sara Beth Williams and Bob Arnold for taking and sharing these photos of youth activities.

JJ White Youth performing with the bells - Great job! We loved it!
Thanks to Amanda and Stacy for working on this with them.



Parents:  
 Calendars will go home with the youth on March 30. Please 
mark dates your child is available for youth activities and 
return as soon as 
possible. We have 
several events in mind 
for the summer - 
“survivor” camp, 
swimming, cookout, 
and more. More details 
to come. 
! ! ! ! !

“Survivor Camp” last summer.

Youth Activities...

Thanks,
Amanda

Plan to celebrate Tax Day 
with us on Friday 
evening, April 15.  We’ll  
host Mark Kroos, a 
guitarist who plays both 
necks of a double-
necked guitar, that 
evening at 7:00 pm.  
Mark was with us a year 
or so ago and contacted 
us to let us know he’d be 
in our area again this 
spring.  We look forward 
to having him with us for 
this special Friday night 
celebration.  Invite 
friends. 



3! Libby Simo, Lee Williams
10! Susan White
17! Carol Rawlings, Keri Gatlin
24! Melisa DeCoux, Marissa Nance

Flowers

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham          
Johnny Nance

Elder of the Month 
Kennon Singley

 April Schedules          

3! Patti Brabham
10! Jackson Jones
17  Martha and Thad Simmons
24! Linda and J. C. Johnson

Children’s Church

May

Sunday Morning Breakfast Men’s Interdenominational Wednesday
           Breakfast Group

6! Randy White, John Drummond
13! Noggin Wild, Jeff Franks
20! Dale Perdeye, Whit Whittington
27! Kennon Singley, Joseph Spurgeon

April

“1           Vicki Brill

2            Pat Randall

5 Liz Terrell

7 Helen Ray

8 Janell Herring

12 Haleigh Estes

12 Will Ratcliff

13 Kathy Parker

14 Andrea Simo

16 Betty Walker

18 Howard Allred

21 Katie Howell

24 Jay Johnson 

30 Mike Belote

Happy 
Birthday

to ...

1 Dominic Cotton

1 Meredith Singley

3 James Whitney Rawlings

3 Sue White

10 Heather Ray

16 Kay Robinson

17 Tommy Catchings

18  Bill Catchings, Jr.

19 Lee  Williams

20 Kennon Singley

21 Kathleen Harbour

23        Nicky Barr

27 Tom Warren Wild

3 Beth Wild
10 ________
17 Bill Mitchell
24 “Hutchison Girls”



1 2

Girl Scout Prom
2:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

3                      
9:00 light 
breakfast 

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning     
Worship 

4 5 6

7:15 a.m      
Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper 

6;00 activities for 
all ages

6:30 choir                     

7
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

8 9

10
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship -

Sacrament of 
Communion

6:00 Session 
Meets

11 12

Presbyterian 
Women 

11:30 a.m 
Fellowship Hall

13

7:15 a.m      
Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

14
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

15

Mark Kroos

Concert

7:00 p.m.

16

17
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning     
Worship -
PW Birthday 
Offering 
received

  

18 19 20

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

21

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

22 23

24

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship                  

25 26 27

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                       
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir 

                 

28

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

29 30

   Sunday      Monday       Tuesday       Wednesday   Thursday     Friday      Saturday         

"April hath put a spirit of youth 
in everything."

 ~William Shakespeare April 2016


