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You have fixed all the bounds of the earth;
you made summer and winter. Psalm 74:16



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

 I’ve Got Good News and Bad News!

I’ve got some good news and some bad news for us 
this month.  First the good news: as I write this, it is 
only forty days until SEC football kicks off.  Just those 
few more days and many of us will be doing what we 
do best: talking trash about each other’s teams, 
hoping against hope that this will be the year that 
our team wins it all, planning for tailgates or 
barbecues at home while we watch the games on TV.  
This is the time of year that many of us live for—and 
it’s almost here!  That’s the good news.

The bad news is that, if recent history is any 
indicator, it will still be ninety degrees or more when 
those Labor Day weekend games kick off.  It won’t 
be time to stir up chili or Brunswick stew just yet or 
to drag out the old lettermen’s sweaters to see if 
they still fit.  I suspect we’ll find plenty of other ways 
to stay cool, but shorts and short sleeves will be our 
best option for game day attire. In our part of the 
world, those cooler temps that many associate with 
football won’t show up until several weeks into the 
season.  I doubt the heat will hinder our enjoyment 
much.

So much of life is like this news.  With every almost 
every good bit of news we celebrate comes some 
that is not so encouraging.  Some of our kids are 

about ready to see their friends they haven’t seen all 
summer.  The good news is that they soon will.   
The not-so-good news for some of them is that 
they’ll see them when school starts again, complete 
with homework, tests, and all that comes with a new 
school year.  Some have gotten encouraging medical 
news recently.  What could have been major health 
issues turned out to be manageable.  That’s the good 
news.  The bad news is that manageable means 
changes in diet, exercise, and other lifestyle issues.  

Good News is one of God’s greatest gifts to us.  It 
comes in all kinds of forms. It sometimes comes with 
things we’d just as soon skip. Commitment to Christ 
often means changes we’re not sure we can make.  
The Good News is that when we admit that, alone, 
we probably can't and give our fears and resistance 
to God, God can and will do things in our lives that 
we can't do on our own.

Next time you get news, good or bad or, more likely, 
a combination of the two, give thanks that you don’t 
face that news or its consequences alone.  God is 
with us always, strengthening, guiding, sustaining.  
Thanks be to God!

Grace and Peace,
Bob

                         Back Pack Blessing
We invite students and teachers to bring back packs, book bags or other symbols 
of the new school year to worship on Sunday, August 9.  
We will offer a special prayer of blessing on those symbols, those students and 
teachers, and the new school year during that morning’s worship.  
Invite friends to join you for this special event.



It’s almost that time again:  time for choir rehearsals to begin.  We have enjoyed a variety of 
special music from guests and from our own musicians this summer.  !anks to all who have 
added so much to our summer worship.  

We’ll begin choir rehearsals again on Wednesday, August 19, right a"er Bob’s study time a"er 
supper.  I’ve picked some great things for us to sing together this fall, and I’ve already selected 
some things for the Advent and Christmas seasons (anything to try to feel cooler!).  New singers 
are always welcome.  Former singers are #pected.  

We’ll get a head start on Wednesdays when the choir gathers in the fellowship hall on Sunday 
evening, August 9, for a meal together and some time to read through some of the new music for 
this fall.  Watch for an email with more information about this gathering very soon.  If you’re 
new to the choir, please let me know you plan to come so I can have a folder for you and we can 
welcome you.  I look forward to a new year of singing praise to God together.

     from Deanna Phelps, Music Director
                Music Notes

Special Summer Music -  

	
 Our thanks to Bridgett Regan (l.) daughter of JJ White member Mary Regan, for her lovely solo “How Can I Keep 
from Singing?” on a July Sunday.  Bridgett has recently moved back to our area after living in New York City.  
	
 Thanks also to Mary Ann Ratcliff, a faithful member of our choir, who sang the inspirational “Love’s Way” for our 
special music.  We always enjoy hearing her in the choir and welcome the opportunity to have her as a soloist.  
	
 We appreciate, as well, the performance of Roger Price, our organist and pianist, who always enhances our 
services with his musical gifts.  He is a blessing to our congregation all year round!



Summer at JJ White

Bible School Directors - Melisa and India 

with Heidi

Time with Rev. Phelps

Listening and Learning

Bible School ...



Crafts with Ms. Beverly!

Music and fun with Ms. Deanna

VBS 
kids collected 

$135 for
MICA!!



JJW Youth along with adults 
and all ages splash at 

“Cajun Lagoon”!!





Did You Know ?
(Summer news and accomplishments)

It’s been a short and busy summer.  As busy as we’ve been together here at church, several of 
our folks have been even busier in other parts of their lives.  Here’s a glimpse into what a 
busy summer it has been:

Carson and Conner Simmons and Whit Williams all participated in baseball teams that 
advanced to State Playoff games. 

 
Artis Brown participated in several Blues Music Festivals in Memphis and across the South.

Elise Brock Reeves completed a Masters Degree and certification as a nurse anesthetist and 
began employment at Southwest Mississippi Medical Center. (Good to have her home!)

Andrew DeCoux won a golf tournament in Gloster, MS  

Kay Robinson traveled to Honduras with Heritage Hills Orphan Ministry.

Rusty Whittington directed the summer Freedom School for McComb City Schools.

Several of our girls participated in cheer camps.

And that doesn’t mention trips to the beach, the mountains, family gatherings, and all kinds of 
other places.  We are thankful for the many opportunities our folks have to travel and see and 
do new things and for the ways we are all enriched by those experiences.

Presbyterian Women of JJ White MPC will resume regular meetings in August.  Even though the 
group has not met during June and July for a 
summer break - work has progressed on their 
JJ White Library project. The digital listing has 
been completed by Bonnie Hudon with only a 
little proofing etc. left to do.  There are still a 
few minor changes to be made in the 
organization of the shelves, but that job is 99% 
complete as well.  Watch for an announcement 

coming soon for you to visit the library and to take advantage of the many resources there.

The next PW meeting is planned for Tuesday, August 11, at 11:30, in the Fellowship Hall. 
The group will explore ideas for their new Bible study, enjoy a light lunch and fellowship during 
this time together.  All women are invited and encouraged to come.



Rejoice with those who rejoice...Romans 12:15a

Congratulations to Will Ratcliff and Bonnie Mellage Ratcliff.  They were married on June 20, 2015, 

at the First Presbyterian 

Church in Auburn, Nebraska, 

the home town of the bride.  
One of the highlights of the 
ceremony was a puppet show.  

Bonnie and her mom started a 

puppet ministry at this 
church when she was a child.  

The puppets sang "The 
Prayer" and then helped 

Bonnie and Will put together 

a puzzle that illustrated the 
significant events of their life, 
thus far, and hopes for the 
future.  Both Bonnie and Will 

are graduates of the Columbia   

	 Theological Seminary in 

	 Decatur, Georgia.
	

	 The couple is presently living 

	 in Atlanta, Georgia.  

	 Please keep them in your     

	 prayers as they seek God's call.



Time to renew your commitment to Christian Ed!

A new school year brings opportunities for learning at the church, too. Here are several 
opportunities we’ll offer for all who want to learn more about our faith, the Scripture, and other 
things involved in being Christian:

Wednesday Night Start Up

Wednesday, August 19, will be our first night to return to our full Wednesday schedule.  We’ll begin 
with supper at 5:30 pm.  (It’s a big help in planning if you indicate your intention to attend on your 
attendance slip on Sundays.)  From 6:00 until 6:30, we’ll offer activities for children and a study time 
for adults.  Our youth will be meeting from 6:00 until 6:45 pm.  This fall, our adult group will be 
looking at 10 important events in church history.  We’ll go way back to the fourth century to begin 
and work our way up to more recent times to look at events that shaped the history of the church.  
Each week will bring us a different historical event to discuss, and we’ll see how those events from 
long ago helped to form the church we experience today.  Plan to join us each Wednesday for an 
evening of fellowship and learning.  Invite friends to join us. 

New Thursday Morning Study

Our Thursday morning Bible study group has begun a new study of the New Testament letter to the 
Ephesians.  We have read the Gospel of Matthew and the Book of Acts together. Ephesians is an 
important letter with much to teach us, so we look forward to this new study.  We meet at 10:30 am 
on Thursday mornings.  Newcomers are welcome.  You don’t have to be a Bible scholar to attend, but 
you might become one by coming.  

Sunday School Start Up

Sunday School has, of course, met throughout the summer, but we invite even greater participation as 
fall approaches.

We offer nursery care during Sunday School for our youngest ones and an age-appropriate 
experience for preschoolers through elementary school students. 

Our middle school and senior high youth meet together on Sunday mornings.  

We will be offering three adult groups this fall:  The Seekers Class is currently completing a video-
based series on representations of Jesus in art.  The Covenant Life Class is discussing forgiveness, and 
will soon begin a new study. 

We also plan to renew our Young Adult (no specific ages—if you feel young, you belong) Sunday 
School group.  Watch for information about that group and other opportunities to learn and grow in 
faith together.  



Session Report

The Session held its regular meeting for July on the 12th at 6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin 
Room.  Elder Liz Terrell and Stated Clerk Noggin Wild were excused.  Jose’ Simo served as 
clerk pro tem.  All other elders and the moderator were present.  Actions taken at the 
meeting include:

✤ devotion and prayer by the moderator.
✤ approval of minutes from June 14, 2015.
✤ received, with thanks and regret, the resignation of Liz Terrell from the Session and 

referred it to the congregation for action at a later time.  (Liz will be joining her husband, 
Phil, in Little Rock, Arkansas where his new job has taken them.)

✤ From the Trustees:   
      noted that this meeting also serves as the annual meeting for the Foundation Trustees.
✤ voted to close the separate bank accounts for the Kathy Parker Scholarship Fund at 
      First Bank and the Mission Travel Fund Account at Regions and to begin accounting for
      those funds as reserved line item balances in church financial reports.         
✤ elected Whitney Rawlings, delegate, and Margy Wicker, alternate, to the upcoming 
      meeting of the Presbytery in Mississippi in Hattiesburg, August 14-15.
✤ discussed, but took no action on a new church directory.
✤ noted that the Rev. Chris Richardson will preach in Bob’s absence on July 26.
✤ received the Treasurer’s Report.
✤ -heard oral reports from the Christian Education Committee detailing plans for Vacation 

Bible School and Congregational Care and Fellowship Committee updating its work.
✤ expressed appreciation to First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, TN, for Vacation Bible 
      School resources they shared with us this summer.
✤ approved a recommendation from the Finance/Stewardship Committee that we begin 
      using a new form for reimbursement of church related expenses.  Please see Judy or  
      Bob in the office for more information if you need to be reimbursed for expenses.  Judy
      has forms in her office.
✤ approved a report from the Property Committee authorizing Whitney Rawlings to
      proceed with plans for repairing plaster in the sanctuary, parlor, and some classrooms.  
      We will provide additional information as the work progresses.

The Session will meet again on Sunday, August 9, at 6:00 pm.  If you have questions or items 
for consideration, please see Bob or another member of the Session.  Please keep Session 
members in your prayers.  They work hard to oversee and to provide for the ministry of our 
congregation.

FYI



1          Noggin Wild
1 Lily Estes
3 Margy Wicker
3 Stephen Williams
4 Andrew DeCoux 
5 Gracie Senner 
5 Ben Thomas
6 Patti Brabham
7 Sara Beth Williams
10 Bonnie Hudon
10        Darrell Smith
13 Mary Ann Ratcliff
17 Rose Ann Johnson
19        Wayne Hutchison
19        Shep Ray
20        Blake Phelps
20 Carolyn Statham McKay
27        Barbara Hebert
28 Dottie Burt
28 Stacey Moak

 1         Keith Sanders
 4    Winbourne Sullivan
 6 Spike Simmons
 8 Kelly Henley
 8 Joseph Spurgeon 
10 Whitney Jones – janitor
13 Deanna Phelps
14 Jane Walman 
16 Phil Terrell
17 Kyle Phelps
18 Beverly Yates
19 Ron Yates
21 Martha Simmons
22 Britt White
25 Drew Parker
25       Dave Alford          
26       John Boyd
27       Gary Russell
30       Eileen Cato 

    

     
  

          

        CHILDREN’S CHURCH	

2	
 Susan White, India Warshauer
9	
 Carol Rawlings, Keri Gatlin
16	
 Billie Nance
23	
 Melisa DeCoux, Marissa Nance
30	
 Joanna Barr, Brandy Dyess

August

SUNDAY BREAKFAST
2	
 Sharon White
9	
 Mary Ann Ratcliff
16	
 Lee Williams
23	
 Kathy Parker
30	
 Linda Miller

Happy Birthday to... 
September

FLOWERS USHERS/
GREETERS
Tommy Ratcliff, 
Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham
Johnny Nance

ELDER of the MONTH: Margy Wicker

August Schedules
 MEN’S  INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
                BREAKFAST GROUP
5	
 John Drummond, Randy White
12	
 Noggin Wild, Kennon Singley
19	
 Dale Perdeye, Whit Whittington
26	
 Bob Phelps, Kit Stovall

2	
 Dana and Curt Lamar
9	
 Mary Ann and Tommy Ratcliff
16	
 June and Barry Hart
23	
 Karen and Keith Sanders
30	
 Rusty Whittington
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s

5:30  vespers

6:00 Session

1

2
9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30: Worship 

Sacrament of 
Communion

3 4 5

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper 

6

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

7 8

9

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30:Worship 
“Backpack 
Blessing”

6:00 Session

10 11

Presbyterian 
Women

11:30 a.m.
Fellowship 

Hall

12

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper 

13
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

14

Presbytery 
Meets

Westminster,
Hattiesburg

15

Presbytery
continues

16

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30: Worship 

17 18 19

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

20

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

21 22

23

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 

10:30: Worship 

24 25 26

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

27

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

28 29

30 MICA

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 

10:30: Worship 

31

   Sunday          Monday      Tuesday     Wednesday   Thursday     Friday       Saturday         

August
   2015
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