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Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
John 14:27 NRSV



     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

Back To It...

Melisa DeCoux and India Warshauer have been 
giving Melisa’s husband, Andrew, a hard time any 
time they think he’s whining about going back to 
school this month.  I’m sure most of our teachers 
are getting the same kind of reaction when they 
talk about the new school year with their friends 
and families.  Those of us who have been going to 
work all summer find it hard to muster up much 
sympathy for folks who get weeks and weeks off 
in summer.  Before the howls start up, let me 
remind you that I started out as a teacher.  I know 
there are things about that schedule people will 
never understand.  

Back to school is an important time for many of 
us whether we’re teachers, parents, or people 
who plan programs for children, youth, and 
families.  Like most other people in the South, we 
don’t suspend our Sunday School in the summer, 
although we do see a drop in attendance.  We did 
decide this year to suspend our Wednesday 
suppers and other programs because we all 
needed a little break.  I knew a large church 
pastor from Philadelphia (the one in Pennsylvania, 
not Mississippi) whose contract called for him to 
preach most Sundays from Labor Day until 
Memorial Day, but during June, July, and August, he 
was not only not in the pulpit but not in the 
office.  He spent the summer at a summer home 
on the Carolina Coast, writing, thinking, and, truth 
be told, fishing.  I always wondered how in the 
world you’d get geared up to start back after that 
much 

time off.  He said it wasn’t a problem!  Even 
though we’re not coming back from a long time 
away, there is something about back to school 
time that means back to it for families and for all 
the rest of us.  

This month, we’ll resume Wednesday suppers and 
programs.  Choir rehearsals will resume.   We’ll 
bless backpacks again on August 14 after all our 
local students have returned to class. And then 
we’ll all settle back into the routine that is life for 
us during the school year.  Soon it will be time to 
think about stewardship, electing elders, gearing 
up for the holidays, and all that goes with our 
normal church life.  Before we jump into all that, 
though, let’s be thankful for the renewal and 
reenergizing that summer has brought.  Our 
elementary-aged kids enjoyed four Story Hour 
times at church this summer and a wonderful 
week of VBS.  Our youth and their leaders had 
another successful camp experience and lots of 
other fun and growing times together.  Many of 
our families have travelled; others have enjoyed a 
more relaxed time at home.  

I hope you’ll join us as we renew our 
commitment to growing and learning together, to 
worshiping and serving together.  I look forward 
to seeing what God has in store for us this fall.  
Let’s get back at it!

Grace and Peace,
Bob



Where did summer go?  Some of us have travelled. Some of us have gardened.  We’ve had lots to do 
here at the church.  It’s hard to believe it’s time to change gears already. We’ve enjoyed special 
music in worship from members and friends of our congregation, and we still have more of that to 

come.  But it’s time for the choir to begin to prepare to lead us in worship through the upcoming 
seasons.  I brought back some things from Montreat that I think you’ll like.  I’ve got some others 
lined up for us to learn, and we’ve always got favorites we like to sing again. It’ll soon be time to 

think about Advent and Christmas!  So we’d better get busy.  We’ll begin rehearsals on 

Wednesday, August 17.  The easiest way to be involved is to come early for supper that night, join 

us for prayer, and then be here for our first rehearsal.  If you’re a new singer, we’re happy to have 
you.  Please let me know you plan to come, and I’ll have a folder ready for you.  I look forward to 

another great year of singing praise to God together. 

      
 

                Music Notes
 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

Wednesdays Return August 17—New Supper Plan

Wednesday supper is a great time to check in with 
your church family at midweek.  This fall, we’ll be 
trying some new things on Wednesday nights.  We 
will continue to provide weekly opportunities for 
fellowship and growth for children, youth, and 
adults.  The choir will continue to rehearse after 
that.  Supper is where things are changing.  Here’s 
the new plan:  beginning in September, on the first 
week of every month (September 7, October 5, 
November 2, and December 7 for this term) the 
church will provide meat, and we’ll ask you to 
bring a side, salad, or dessert to complete the 
meal.  On the other weeks of each month, we’re 

recruiting cooking teams to shop and prepare the meal from suggested menus. The Property and 
Christian Education Teams are already on board.  Other teams are forming.  If you’d like to be a part 
of a team to prepare a midweek meal every four to six weeks, please see Kennon Singley as soon as 
possible.  We look forward to good food, good fellowship, and opportunities to grow together this 
fall, winter, and spring.  

at JJ White MPC



PW will meet on Tuesday,  August 9, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  All women are encouraged to come be a part of Presbyterian 
Women as they begin their 2016-2017 Bible study Who is Jesus? by 
Judy Yates Siker.  This is the study women across our denomination 
will learn from together this year. Books will be available at the 
meeting.   A light lunch will be served.

Also, the PW of JJ White will soon host the annual PW Cluster C meeting which includes women of our 
presbytery from Jackson to Natchez and McComb.  The gathering is scheduled for Saturday, September 17.  
All women of JJ White are welcome to attend and be a part of this opportunity to meet with PW groups 
from other churches for a time of friendship, worship, and learning.  The cluster meeting will conclude with a 
luncheon in the JJW Fellowship Hall.

of JJWMPC

Welcome to a New Member 
of JJWMPC

Presbyterian Women of JJ White

  MICA Thanks ...

Thanks to all who brought food for the McComb Interdenominational Care Association’s 
“Christmas in July” effort for the MICA Food Pantry.  Your generosity will help MICA 

continue to serve families as they settle back into a new school year.  June Moak and 
Whitney Rawlings represent our church on the MICA Board.  They’ll be glad to help you learn how you 
can help this important ministry in our community.

We are happy to welcome Sharon Ard Harmon as the 
newest member of our congregation. Sharon comes 
to us on reaffirmation of faith, having previously been 
a member of East Fernwood Baptist Church.  Please 
extend a cordial welcome to Sharon.

Thanks From Heritage Hills ...

On behalf of Heritage Hills Orphan Ministry, I would like to thank you for your 
participation in the Tennis Shoe Drive.  We collected 41 pairs!  Your willingness to 
share and serve will impact many lives.

          Muchas Gracias,
          Kay Robinson



Our JJ White MPC family recently honored 

Kyle Phelps and Maranda Cranford with a 

party at the home of Beth and Noggin Wild.  

The happy event gave us an opportunity to 

share in the joy as Kyle, Amanda, and their 
parents look forward to their wedding day in 

late October. We are so glad they came from 

Birmingham to be with us for this occasion!

“Rejoice with those who rejoice...” Romans 12:15a

Pictured are Lisa Cranford, (Maranda’s mom); Maranda Cranford, Kyle Phelps, Deanna 

and Bob Phelps (Kyle’s parents).

Youth News -
Our youth group welcomed new members who promoted into the group this summer.  They have had 

a busy summer full of activity.  As the new school year begins, 
they will resume Wednesday evening meetings on August 3 and will 
have lots of things to do this fall.  On Sunday, August 7, they plan 
to float the Bogue Chitto River and invite anyone in the church who 
wants to come along to join them.  They will meet at Rials at the 
Bogue Chitto Water Park at 1 pm on Sunday, August 7.  Amanda 
Lewis has more information.  Plan to join them for a fun activity on 
a hot afternoon.



JJ White MPC’s 
Vacation Bible School 

2016

Thanks to Melisa and Ally 
for putting together a great 

Bible School!



Learning about 
God’s Love for us!! 

Enjoying yummy suppers 
together!



Crafts are always fun!

Singing and dancing 
together with joy!

Thanks to all of those who helped make VBS 2016 amazing!



The Session held its regular meeting for July on the 
10th at 6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin Room.  Elder  
Wayne Hutchison was excused.  All other members 
were present.  Actions taken include:

✤  approval of minutes and financial statements.
✤  received Sharon Harmon as a new member upon 
reaffirmation of faith.
✤  heard a preliminary report on this year’s General 

Assembly.  A more detailed report will follow in August.
✤  noted that Bob would be away on July 24, preaching for a camp meeting at the 
former Bethsalem Church near Ackerman.
✤  received, with thanksgiving, a gift for the Building Fund from the estate of 
Loreice Naklie.
✤  elected Bob Arnold as delegate and Wayne Hutchison as alternate to the August
 meeting of Presbytery in Jackson.
✤  noted summer activities of the Christian Education Committee:  VBS, Story Time 
for Children, and Summer Youth Camp for middle school and senior highs.
✤  noted that this year’s One Great Hour of Sharing Offering was $230.00 and the 
Baby Bottle Boomerang Offering was $434.55.
✤  revised plans for Wednesday night suppers for fall to begin on August 17.

The Session meets monthly.  The August meeting will be on the 14th at 6 pm.  If you 
have questions or items for discussion, please see Bob or another member of the 
Session.  Please keep the Session in your prayers as they guide the ministry of our 
congregation.

Session Report

                       Presbytery Meets This Month

The Presbytery of Mississippi will meet Friday and Saturday, 
August 12 and 13, at the Fondren Church in Jackson.  Elder 
Bob Arnold will be our Session’s delegate, and Elder Wayne 
Hutchison will be the alternate.  Our pastor will also attend.  
Please keep this meeting of Presbyterians from across Central 
and South Mississippi in your prayers. 



7 Lee Williams
14 Susan White
21 Carol Rawlings
28 Melisa DeCoux

Ushers/Greeters

Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham          

Johnny Nance

Elder of the Month 

Melisa DeCoux

August Lists
7  Dana Lamar
14 Mary Ann andTommy Ratcliff
21  June Hart
28 Karen andKeith Sanders

Children’s Church

August

Sunday Morning Breakfast

      Men’s Interdenominational Wednesday
           Breakfast Group

3 Randy Burris, Tommy Ratcliff
10 Randy White, John Drummond
17 Noggin Wild, Jeff Franks
24 Dale Perdeye, Whit Whittington
31 Kennon Singley, Joseph Spurgeon

7 Carol Rawlings
14 Debbi Brock
21 Bob Phelps
28 Linda Miller	 	

September

Flowers

4 Keith Sanders

4    Winbourne Sullivan

6 Spike Simmons

8 Kelly Henley

13 Deanna Phelps

14 Jane Walman 

16 Phil Terrell

17 Georgia Mendonides

17 Kyle Phelps

18 Beverly Yates

19 Ron Yates

21 Martha Simmons

22 Britt White

25        Drew Parker

            Dave Alford          

26 John Boyd

27 Gary Russell

28 Eileen Cato

29 Joseph Spurgeon

Happy
Birthday

to...

1           Noggin Wild

1 Lily Estes

3 Margy Wicker

3 Stephen Williams

4 Andrew DeCoux 

5 Gracie Senner 

5 Ben Thomas

6 Patti Brabham

7 Sara Beth Williams

10 Bonnie Hudon

10 Darrell Smith

13 Mary Ann Ratcliff

17 Rose Ann Johnson

19       Wayne Hutchison

       Shep Ray

20 Blake Phelps

20 Carolyn McKay

28 Dottie Burt

28 Stacey Moak



 Sunday        Monday      Tuesday     Wednesday   Thursday      Friday     Saturday         

  JJ White MPC Vacation Bible School

1 2 3

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast 

4

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

5 6

7

 
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship 

Sacrament of 
Communion

8 9

Presbyterian 
Women’s
meeting

11:30 a.m.
Fellowship 

Hall      

10

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

 

11

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

12 13

14
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning
 Worship -

“Blessing of the 
Backpacks”
6:00 pm 

Session Meets

15 16 17
7:15 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast

5:30 p.m.
Wednesday 

Night
Activities 
Resume 

18
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 pm.

19 20

21

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship - 

  

22 23 24

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 p.m.
Wednesday 

Night
Activities 

25
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

26 27

28

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship  
MICA              

29 30 31

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast 

5:30p.m.
Wednesday 

Night
Activities 

August
2016


