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Gatheri ng  

Prelude  How Great Thou Art O STORE GUD  

Welcome  and Announcements    

Introit  There’s Something Special about That Name B. and G. Gaither 

*Call  to Worship   2 Thes. 2:13 

God chose you as the first fruits of salvation, calling you to receive the good news 

of Jesus Christ.  Thanks be to God for such extravagant grace!  

Praise the Lord!  

*Hymn  No. 523 Trust and Obey TRUST AND OBEY  

*Opening  Prayer   Ps. 145:2,5,20; 2 Thes. 2:17 

Almighty God, splendid and wonderous are your acts!  You give life and breath to 

your whole creation and watch over those you love.  Strengthen us in every good 
work, and keep us in your care, that our days may be long to bless and praise 

you.  You are great, and greatly to be praised!  Amen.   

Call to Confession   1 John 1:8-9 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But 

when we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our 

sin.   



Prayer of Confession    

Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you.  We humbly 

confess our sins and ask your mercy.  We have not loved you with a pure 

heart, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not done 
justice, loved kindness, or walked humb ly with you, our God.  Have mercy 

on us, O God, in your loving -kindness.  In your great compassion, cleanse us 

from our sin.  Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your 

bountiful Spirit.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  A men.  

Declaration of Forgiveness   Isa. 43:1 

Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you; you are mine.  Hear the good 

news:  By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  

Call to Faithfulness   Col. 3:12-14 

As God’s own people,  

be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in mind.   
Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you.  

And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful for 

what Christ has done for you.  

Word 

Instrumental Solo  Count Your Blessings arr. Chuang and Chen  

 Sarah Ross, clarinet  

Prayer for Illumination    

Redeeming God, through the power of your Holy Spirit, connect us to eternity 

through the hearing of your Word, that we might know your living presence and 

seek to do your will; in Jesus’ name.  Amen.    

Old Testament Reading:  Job 19:23-27a Elder Lee Williams  

New Testament Reading:   Luke 20:27-38 Rick Sneden  

Sermon  God of the Living Rev. Cassie Alston 

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth , 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary , suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and buried; he descended into hell ; the third day he rose again from 

the dead ; he ascended into heaven , and sitteth  on the right hand of God the 

Father  Almighty; from thence he will come to judge the quick  and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  the holy catholic Church ; the communion of 

saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the body ; and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.   

*Hymn No. 805  Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX 
Gloria Patri 

*Hymn  No. 569 Living for Jesus a Life That Is True LIVING 

The Invitation to the Offering    

In many and various ways, God gives us comfort and hope, even the hope of 

eternal life.  In gratitude, then, let us offer our possessions and our lives to God.      

Offertory  Amazing Grace Stover and Williams  

 Naomi Carpenter , alto 

*Hymn No. 809  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH  
Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving    2 Thess. 2:17 

Holy One, in gratitude for all that you give us, we offer you our lives and these 
gifts.  We ask that you bless and multiply our offerings, that they may become 

the good work and word that comforts and strengthens both our hearts and the 

hearts of others, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 



Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen.   

Sending  

*Hymn  576 I Have Decided to Follow Jesus  ASSAM 

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude  Because He Lives  Bill and Gloria Gaither   

*Please stand as you are able.    

Announcemen ts  

Welcome to worship!  
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst!  To our visitors, we offer a special  

welcome and invite you to join us again soon.  Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place 

in the offering plate when passed.  

Next Sunday is Pledge Sunday!  
During this season of Thanksgiving, we remember with gratitude all that God has provided for 
us, both individually and as the church.  On Pledge Sunday, as part of giving thanks to God for 

his abundant grace and steadfast love, we will present our financia l pledges for 2026.  Please 
prayerfully consider how God is calling you to contribute to the ministry of his church and join 
us for a celebration of thanksgiving and commitment on November 16.  

Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  
The Missions Committee needs your help feeding the hungry!  Beginning in November and 
lasting through February, J.J. White will provide Tuesday evening meals for people in need.  We 

do this in conjunction with Centenary Methodist and the Episcopal church. J.J. White is 

responsible for one meal a month plus any fifth Tuesdays, and all meals are  served from J.J.  
White.  Please contact Elder Robbie DeCoux if you are interested in helping with this important 

ministry.   If you would like to help cook a meal on the 4th Tuesday of each month, please contact 
Melisa DeCoux. 

Choral Anthem and Special Music Schedule for November, 2025  

11/9  Count Your Blessings  

11/16 Pledge/Harvest Sunday  A Celtic Thanksgiving  (choir) 
  Thank You for Giving to the Lord (Jeremy Threlfall  
  and choir)  

11/23 Christ the King Sunday  The King of Love and Grace (choir)  

Advent 2025  
Come, Lord Jesus!   The season of Advent is a time of joyful expectation and holy preparation as 
we await the coming of Christ —God’s light breaking into the world.  You are warmly invited to 

join us for worship each of the four Sundays in Advent, beginning November 30.  Together we 
will light the Advent  candles and share music and stories of hope, peace, joy, and love, as we 

prepare our hearts to welcome the Christ child anew. Come with anticipation, bring your loved 
ones, invite friends, and let your spirit be renewed in this season of promise.  O come, let us adore 
Him! 

Advent Music  

Introit for Advent Hope Is a Star (choir with piano and handbells)  

11/30 Advent 1 / HOPE Instrumentalist:  Bryan Tucker, oboe  

  Come, Messiah!  (choir with piano and oboe)  

  The Thrill of Hope Advent Song (Naomi Smith)  

12/7 Advent 2 / PEACE Instrumentalist:  Kailyn Brewer, flute  
  Peace, Peace, Peace (choir with piano and flute)  
  Winter Snow (Claire Lowe)  

12/14 Advent 3 / JOY Instrumentalist:  Ben Bullock, trumpet  

  Good Christians All, Rejoice!  (choir with organ and trumpet)  

12/21 Advent 4 / LOVE Instrumentalist:  Dr. LaTannia Ellerbe, violin  
  Song of Joseph and  Mary (Bridget Regan, Jeremy  Threlfall    

     and choir with piano and violin)  
  Strange Way to Save the World (Jeremy Threlfall and  
     Dierdre Reynolds)  



12/24 Christmas Eve  Instrumentalists:  Travis Easley, drums; Jose Simo,     bass 

  O Holy Night (Jeremy Threlfall)  
  Sweet Little Jesus Boy  (choir with piano, drums, and bass)  
  Welcome to the World (Claire Lowe)  

12/28 1st Sunday of Christmas  All Is Well (Linda Miller)    

Record from Last Sunday  Attendance:  61 Offering:  $3,085.00 

Sanctuary Flowers  
Today’s flowers are given in loving memory of Alan Walman and Jo Ann Nelson by Jane and 

Tommy Walman. 

Upcoming Events  

Today, 11/9 5:00 PM Session Meeting  (Ewell Martin Room) 

Tuesday, 11/11 11:30 AM PW Bible Study and Lunch  (Fellowship Hall)  

 4:30 PM Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  

 5:00 PM Choir Practice (choir room) 

Wednesday, 11/12 7:15 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast  (Fellowship Hall)  

 4:00 PM Prayer Group  (Church Office)   

Thursday, 11/13 9:00 AM Prayer Group  (919 N. James St.)  
 10:30 AM Bible Study  (Fellowship Hall)  

 5:00 PM Knutty Knitters  (Knutty Knitters Room)  

Sunday, 11/16 9:00 AM Breakfast  (Ewell Martin Room) 
 9:30 AM Children and Youth Sunday School  

  Adult  Sunday School  

  Adult Fellowship and Devotional  

 10:30 AM Worship   

The Session  

Rev. Cassie Alston, moderator 

Class of 2025  Class of 2026  Class of 2027  
Tommy Brock  Sam Daniel  Harrell Ables  

Property Finance & Stewardship Evangelism  

Linda Miller Robbie DeCoux  Susan White 

Congregational Care  Missions & Christian Education Fellowship 

Noggin Wild Sarah Ross  Lee Williams 

Clerk of Session Government Worship 

Question for Reflection:  
We each have our own ideas and visions of what happens to us after we die.  When the 

opponents of Jesus tried to trick him by asking a convoluted question about what heaven is like 
after we die, Jesus replied by saying that God is not the God of the dead but of the living because 

we are always alive to God (Luke 20:38).  How does that inform our sense of Christian 
community, of the life of the saints, and of life everlasting?  

Household Prayer:   Morning    
Holy One, I want to see you today in this world with my own eyes.  Even though your greatness 

is unsearchable, today I want to meditate on your wonderous works all around me.  Give me the 

eyes of faith through which to see you.  Renew me, that I may praise you with a new song.  Amen.  

Household Prayer:  Evening    
God, thank you for guiding my steps on your path today.  Where my feet have slipped, forgive 

me.  You have wondrously shown me your steadfast love through the course of this day.  Now 
let me fall asleep in the shadow of your wings., for I have seen today t hat you are my redeemer, 

the living God. Amen.  
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