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Gatheri ng  

Prelude  Come, Thou Almighty King arr. Anna Laura Page  

Welcome  and Announcements   Elder Robbie DeCoux  

Introit  Rejoice, the Lord Is King Charles Wesley 

*Call  to Worship   Col. 1:17-18 

In Christ all things hold together.         

He is head of the church and Lord of all.   

*Hymn  No. 92 Crown Him with Many Crowns DIADEMATA 

*Opening  Prayer    

Eternal God, you set Jesus Christ to rule over all things and made us servants in 

your kingdom. By your Spirit empower us to love the unloved and to minister to 

all in need. Then at the last bring us to your eternal realm where we may worship 
and adore you  and be welcomed into everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever.  Amen.   

Call to Confession   Col. 1:20 

In Christ, God came to reconcile all things, making peace through the blood of 

the cross. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.      



Prayer of Confession    

Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all. We confess that 

we have not bowed before him and are slow to acknowledge his rule. We 

give allegiance to the powers of this world and fail to be governed by justice 
and love. In your mercy, forgi ve us. Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all, 

that we may be loyal ambassadors, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Amen.  

Declaration of Forgiveness   Col. 1:13-14 

God has rescued us from the power of evil and claimed us for the realm of Jesus 

Christ, in whom we have redemption. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  

Summary of the Law   Matt. 22:37-40 

Our Lord Jesus said:  

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.  

This is the first and greatest commandment.  And a second is like it:  

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.   

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.   

Word 

Anthem  The King of Love and Grace arr. Christopher Aspaas  

Prayer for Illumination    

Sovereign God, let your Word rule in our hearts and your Spirit govern in our lives 

until at last we see the fulfillment of your realm of justice and peace, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

Scripture :  Luke 22:33-43  

Sermon  Extravagant Love Rev. Chris Richardson  

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth , 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary , suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and buried; he descended into hell ; the third day he rose again from 

the dead ; he ascended into heaven , and sitteth  on the right hand of God the 

Father  Almighty; from thence he will come to judge the quick  and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  the holy catholic Church ; the communion of 

saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the body ; and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.   

*Hymn No. 805  Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX 
Gloria Patri 

*Hymn  No. 130 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing AZMON 

The Invitation to the Offering    

With gratitude, let us offer ourselves and our gi fts to God.   

Offertory  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun arr. Christine Robbins  

*Hymn No. 809  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH  
Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving    Col. 1:18 

Almighty God, receive our offering for the sake of Christ our Lord. Make us worthy 
stewards of your gifts and generous citizens of the kingdom of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, through whom we pray.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation 



but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen.   

Sending  

*Hymn  95 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name CORONATION 

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! TRURO   

*Please stand as you are able.    

Announcemen ts  

Welcome to worship!  
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst!  To our visitors, we offer a special  
welcome and invite you to join us again soon.  Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place 

in the offering plate when passed.  

Welcome to the Rev. Chris Richardson!  
We extend a warm welcome to the Rev. Chris Richardson, who leads our worship service this 

morning! Rev. Richardson works part time as a chaplain for Arden Ministries and is an elder in 
full connection in the UMC. She is a graduate of Duke Divinity School. Chris has lived in Pike 
County since getting married to her husband Kevin in 2004. They have three children: Colin, 
Brooke and Emma.   

Happy Thanksgiving ! 
In honor of Thanksgiving, the church office will be closed Wednesday, November 26, through 
Friday, November 28. If you have a pastoral care need, you may contact Rev. Alston by texting or 

calling her cell phone. We ask God’s protection and blessing on ever yone during this holiday 

week. Thanks be to God for His abundant blessings! Happy Thanksgiving!   

Advent Begins Next Sunday  
Come, Lord Jesus!  The season of Advent is a time of joyful expectation and holy preparation as 
we await the coming of Christ —God’s light breaking into the world.  You  are warmly invited to  

join us for worship each of the four Sundays in Advent, beginning November 30.  Together we 
will light the Advent candles and share music and stories of hope, peace, joy, and love, as we 

prepare our hearts to welcome the Christ child anew. Come with antici pation, bring your loved 

ones, invite friends, and let your spirit be renewed in this season of promise.  O come, let us adore 
Him! 

Poinsettias for Christmas 2025  
Let's decorate for Advent and Christmas and honor those we love! Poinsettias are $15 each and 

may be placed in the sanctuary in honor or memory of individuals, in celebration of special 
events, or as a way to contribute to the improvement of J.J. White ’s Green Space. Order forms 

are available at sanctuary entrances, and you may drop the form in the offering plate or at the 

church office. The deadline to submit forms is Monday, December 8. Poinsettias will be in the 

sanctuary on December 14, and you may tak e them home after the Christmas Eve worship 
service. Please make checks payable to J.J. White church and indicate "poinsettias" on the 
memo line.  

Music of Advent and Christmas  
Introit for Advent Hope Is a Star (choir with piano and handbells)  

11/30 Advent 1 / HOPE Instrumentalist:  Bryan Tucker, oboe  
  Come, Messiah!  (choir with piano and oboe)  

  The Thrill of Hope Advent Song (Naomi Smith)  

12/7 Advent 2 / PEACE Instrumentalist:  Kailyn Brewer, flute 
  Peace, Peace, Peace (choir with piano and flute)  

  Winter Snow (Claire Lowe)  

12/14 Advent 3 / JOY Instrumentalist:  Ben Bullock, trumpet  

  Good Christians All, Rejoice!  (choir with organ and trumpet)  

12/21 Advent 4 / LOVE Instrumentalist:  Dr. LaTannia Ellerbe, violin  

  Song of Joseph and Mary (Bridget Regan, Jeremy Threlfall  

and choir with piano and violin)  

  Strange Way to Save the World (Jeremy Threlfall and     

Dierdre Reynolds)  

12/24 Christmas Eve  Instrumentalists :  Travis Easley, drums; Jose Simo,     bass  
  O Holy Night (Jeremy Threlfall)  
  Sweet Little Jesus Boy  (choir with piano, drums, and bass)  

  Welcome to the World (Claire Lowe)  

12/28 1st Sunday of Christmas  All Is Well (Linda Miller)    



Salvation Army Bellringers  
The Mission Committee invites volunteers to ring a bell for the Salvation Army on December 3 
and December 8 at the retail entrance of the McComb Walmart. Hourly shifts are available from 
9:00 AM - 6:00 PM each day, and there is a sign up sheet on the front pew.  

Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  
The Missions Committee needs your help feeding the hungry!  Beginning in November and 
lasting through February, J.J. White will provide Tuesday evening meals for people in need.  We 

do this in conjunction with Centenary Methodist and the Episcopal church.  J.J. White is  
responsible for one meal a month plus any fifth Tuesdays, and all meals are served from  J.J.  
White.  Please contact Elder Robbie DeCoux if you are interested in helping with this important 
ministry.   If you would like to help cook a meal on the 4th Tuesday of each month, please contact 

Melisa DeCoux. 

Invitation to Serve as Liturgist  
You are invited to help lead worship!  The Worship Committee invites you to serve by reading 
Scripture or leading other parts of worship.  If you are willing to serve in this way, please sign the 

sheet on the front pew or call the church office.  Thank you  for helping as we glorify God! 

Record from Last Sunday  Attendance:  65 Offering:  $5,806.00 

Sanctuary Flowers  
Today’s flowers are given  in honor of our dear congregation, J.J. White, from Carolyn and 

Charles Ray . 

Upcoming Events  

Tuesday, 11/25 4:30 PM Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  

 5:00 PM Choir Practice (choir room) 

Wednesday, 11/26 7:15 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast  (Fellowship Hall)  

Sunday, 11/30 9:00 AM Breakfast  (Ewell Martin Room) 

 9:30 AM Sunday School  

 10:30 AM Worship:  First Sunday in Advent  

The Session  
Rev. Cassie Alston, moderator 

Class of 2025  Class of 2026  Class of 2027  

Tommy Brock  Sam Daniel  Harrell Ables 
Property Finance & Stewardship Evangelism 

Linda Miller Robbie DeCoux  Susan White 
Congregational Care  Missions & Christian Education Fellowship 

Noggin Wild Sarah Ross  Lee Williams 
Clerk of Session Government Worship 

Question for Reflection:  
Jesus asks God to forgive those who crucified him, saying, “Father forgive them; for they do not 

know what they are doing.” What does it mean to offer forgiveness to others before they are 
aware of their offense?  

Household Prayer:   Morning    
Lord Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom and enable me to live today for 

the attainment of paradise, that as far as I am able, I may be a sign of God’s kingdom. Amen.   

Household Prayer:  Evening    
Lord Jesus, if I have not honored you with all my heart, forgive me. If I have offended out of 

ignorance, pardon me. Let me sleep in peace and rise with a renewed dedication to serve you. 
Amen.  
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