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Gatheri ng  

Prelude  O Come, O Come Emmanuel arr. Heather D. Zurcher 

Welcome  and Announcements    

Introit  Hope Is a Star Joel Raney  

*Call  to Worship   Rev. 22:20; Rom. 13:11-12 

Jesus says:  I am coming soon.  

Come, Lord Jesus!  

Awake from your sleep; salvation is near!  

The night is far gone; the day is at hand.    

*Hymn  No. 138 Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KOMM, 
(vv. 1, 3, 5)   DER HEIDEN HEILAND  

*Opening  Prayer    

Faithful God, your promises stand unshaken through all generations. Renew us 

in hope, that we may be awake and alert as we watch for the glorious return of 

Jesus Christ, our judge and Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, o ne God, now and forever.  Amen.   

Lighting of the Advent Candle   Elise and John Paul Reeves,  

  Jack and Collins  

We light this candle of hope as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  

In Christ there is light and life for all people.   

On this day we bear witness to the light of Christ with all the faithful of every time 
and place:  With Isaiah and Jeremiah, prophets of Israel, we await the promised 



salvation of the Lord and look for the coming of the one who will bring justice 

and righteousness to the earth.  

The Lord became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Choral Response to the Lighting of the Advent Candle  

Call to Confession    

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be weighed down by the sins and worries of 
this life, but watch and pray for the grace of God, who will save you in your time 

of trial.” Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.   

Prayer of Confession   Ps. 25:4-6 

Lord, have mercy on us. We are not ready for your coming. We live in sin, as 
though there were no justice. We live in fear, as though there were no grace. 

Forgive us, Lord. Show us your mercy and steadfast love. Lead us in your 

truth, and teach us your pat hs, for you are the God of our salvation.  Amen.  

Declaration of Forgiveness   Isa. 35:1, 10 

The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom. The people of God will 

return with joy and singing. Believe the good news:  In the name of Jesus Christ, 

we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  

Summary of the Law   John 13:34 

Hear the teaching of Christ:  

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you.”  

Word 

Anthem  Come, Messiah! Lloyd Larson  

Prayer for Illumination    

Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare the way in 

our hearts for the coming of your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of 

your promise fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5 Elder Sam Daniel  

Gospel Reading :  Matthew 24:36-44  Melisa DeCoux 

Sermon  Be Ready! Rev. Cassie Alston  

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth , 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary , suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and buried; he descended into hell ; the third day he rose again from 

the dead ; he ascended into heaven , and sitteth  on the right hand of God the 

Father  Almighty; from thence he will come to judge the quick  and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  the holy catholic Church ; the communion of 

saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the body ; and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.   

*Hymn No. 805  Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX 
Gloria Patri 

*Hymn  No. 167 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence PICARDY 



The Invitation to the Offering   2 Pet. 3:8-15 

All things in heaven and earth belong to God, who is coming in glory to reveal 

a new creation. Let us offer our gifts and our lives to the Lord.   

Offertory  The Thrill of Hope  Christy Nockels  

 Naomi Carpenter, mezzo -soprano 

*Hymn No. 809  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH  
Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving     

God of righteousness, you have saved us from the worst the world can do and 

have promised to redeem the whole creation when Christ comes again. In faith 

and hope we offer our gifts of money and self, that we may be part of what you 

are doing in the world even now, as we watch for Christ’s coming in glory.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen.   

Sending  

*Hymn  135 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  HYFRYDOL  

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude  People Look East Elanor Farjeon  

*Please stand as you are able.    

Announcemen ts  

Welcome to worship!  
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst!  To our visitors, we offer a special  welcome 

and invite you to join us again soon.  Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place in the offering 

plate when passed.  

Welcome to Our Guest Musician  
Welcome to our guest musician, Bryan Tucker! Brian is a native of Jackson, Mississippi, and currently 

serves as the private oboe instructor at Pearl High School. As a dedicated musician and educator. Bryan 

has taught at the Lutheran Summer Music Academy an d Festival, performed with the Jackson State 

University Symphony Orchestra, Mississippi Symphony Orchestra, and regularly plays at First Baptist 

Church in Madison, in addition to various churches throughout the Jackson metro area. We are delighted 

to welcome Bryan to J.J. White this morning!   

Music of Advent and Christmas  

Introit for Advent  Hope Is a Star  (choir with piano and handbells)  

11/30 Advent 1 / HOPE Instrumentalist:  Bryan Tucker, oboe  

  Come, Messiah!   (choir with piano and oboe)  

  The Thrill of Hope  (Naomi Carpenter ) 

12/7 Advent  2 / PEACE Instrumentalist :  Kailyn Brewer, flute 

  Peace, Peace, Peace  (choir with piano and flute)  

  Winter Snow (Claire Lowe)  

12/14 Advent  3 / JOY Instrumentalist:  Ben Bullock, trumpet  

  Good Christians All, Rejoice!  (choir with organ and trumpet)  

12/21 Advent  4 / LOVE Instrumentalist:  Dr. LaTannia Ellerbe, violin  

  Song of Joseph and Mary  (Bridget Regan, Jeremy Threlfall  and 

choir with piano and violin)  

  Strange Way to Save the World (Jeremy Threlfall and     

Dierdre Reynolds)  

12/24 Christmas  Eve Instrumentalists :  Travis Easley, drums; Jose Simo, bass  

  O Holy Night (Jeremy Threlfall)  

  Sweet Little Jesus Boy  (choir with piano, drums, and bass)  

  Welcome to the World (Claire Lowe)  

12/28 1st Sunday of Christmas  All Is Well (Linda Miller)     

Salvation Army Bellringers  
The Mission Committee invites volunteers to ring a bell for the Salvation Army on December 3 and 

December 8 at the retail entrance of the McComb Walmart. Hourly shifts are available from 9:00 AM - 6:00 

PM each day, and there is a sign up sheet on the front  pew.  



Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  
The Missions Committee needs your help feeding the hungry!  Beginning in November and lasting 

through February, J.J. White will provide Tuesday evening meals for people in need.  We do this in 

conjunction with Centenary Methodist and the Episcopal church. J.J. White is responsible for one meal a 

month plus any fifth Tuesdays, and all meals are served from J.J. White.  Please contact Elder Robbie 

DeCoux if you are interested in helping with this important ministry.   If you would like to help cook a meal 

on the 4th Tuesday of each month, please contact Melisa DeCoux.  

Record from Last Sunday  Attendance:  51 Offering:  $12,792.00 

Sanctuary Flowers  
Today’s flowers are given by Rusty Whittington in honor  of Rev. Cassie Alston and her family.  

Upcoming Events  

Tuesday, 12/2 4:30 PM Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  

 5:00 PM Choir Practice (choir room)  

Wednesday, 12/3 7:15 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast  (Fellowship Hall)  

 4:00 PM Prayer Group  (church office)  

Thursday, 12/4 9:00 AM Prayer Group  (919 N. James St.)  

 10:30 AM MICA Luncheon  (Fellowship Hall)  

 5:00 PM Knutty Knitters  (Knutty Knitters Room)  

Sunday, 12/7 9:00 AM Breakfast  (Ewell Martin Room) 

 9:30 AM Sunday School  

 10:30 AM Worship:  Second  Sunday in Advent ; Communion and 

MICA Sunday  

 4:00 PM New Elder Training (church office)  

Sunday, 12/14 10:30 AM Worship:  Third Sunday in Advent; Decoration of the 

Chrismon Tree  

 11:30 AM JOY Ministry Open House  

 4:00 PM Christmas Caroling  (Fellowship Hall)  

The Session  

Rev. Cassie Alston, moderator 

Class of 2025  Class of 2026  Class of 2027  
Tommy Brock  Sam Daniel  Harrell Ables 

Property Finance & Stewardship Evangelism 

Linda Miller Robbie DeCoux  Susan White 
Congregational Care  Missions & Christian Education Fellowship 

Noggin Wild Sarah Ross  Lee Williams 

Clerk of Session Government Worship 

Question s for Reflection:  
What does it mean to “get your house in order” for the coming of the Lord? Can we ever be perfectly ready 

for Christ’s return? Why is the coming of the Lord compared to a thief in the night? Is there grace in God’s 

surprising advent, God’s unexpected arriv al?  

Household Prayer:   Morning   Rom. 13:11-14 
Lord God, you have woken me from sleep; the night is gone; the day is here. Enable me to put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ and help me to live honorably this day, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.   

Household Prayer:  Evening   Rom. 13:11-14 
God, my Savior, you are even nearer now than when I first learned to trust in you. Help me to lay aside the 

burdens of the day and rest in the grace of you, Jesus Christ, my strength and my salva tion. Amen.    
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