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Gatheri ng  

Prelude  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  arr. Robert J. Powell  

 featuring Kailyn Brewer, flute  

Welcome  and Announcements    

Introit  Hope Is a Star Joel Raney  

*Call  to Worship   Matt. 3:3 

A voice cries out in the wilderness:  

Prepare the way of the Lord!   

*Hymn  No. 133 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 
(vv. 1, 3 -5)    

*Opening  Prayer    

Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 

redeemer, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen.   

Lighting of the Advent Candle s  June Hart, Kathy Parker,  

  Deb Richardson  

We light this candle of peace as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  

In Christ there is light and life for all people.   

On this day we bear witness to the light of Christ with all the faithful of every time 
and place:   



With Isaiah and Jeremiah, prophets of Israel, we await the promised salvation of 

the Lord and look for the coming of the one who will bring justice and 

righteousness to the earth.  

With John the Baptist, calling from the wilderness, we cry “Prepare the way of 
the Lord! Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near!”  

The Lord became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Choral Response to the Lighting of the Advent Candle s 

Call to Confession   Matt. 3:2-3 

A voice is crying out in the wilderness:  Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.   

Prayer of Confession    

Holy God, you have sent us prophets, and we have not listened. We have not 

made way for your reign in our lives, our church, or society. We have broken 
your commands against idolatry. We do not live in peace. Forgive us, we 

pray. Renew your covenant within  us and grant us wisdom to welcome your 

way, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  

Declaration of Forgiveness   Isa. 35:1, 10 

The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom. The people of God will 

return with joy and singing. Believe the good news:  In the name of Jesus Christ, 

we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  

The Peace   Jude 2  

May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. The peace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you all.    
And also with you.  

(Signs of Christ’s peace and reconciliation may be exchanged.)  

Word 

Anthem  Peace, Peace, Peace arr. Richard Kingsmore  

 featuring Kailyn Brewer, flute  

Prayer for Illumination    

Holy God, our hope and our strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare the way 

in our hearts for the coming of your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs 

of your promised fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 Tommy Brock  

Gospel Reading :  Matthew 3:1-12  Rusty Whittington 

Sermon  Peace and Preparation  Rev. Cassie Alston  

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth , 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary , suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and buried; he descended into hell ; the third day he rose again from 

the dead ; he ascended into heaven , and sitteth  on the right hand of God the 

Father  Almighty; from thence he will come to judge the quick  and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  the holy catholic Church ; the communion of 

saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the body ; and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.   

*Hymn No. 805  Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX 
Gloria Patri 

*Hymn  No. 132 Comfort, Comfort Now My People GENEVAN 42 



The Sacrament of Holy Communion  

Invitation to God’s Table             Rev. 19:6-7, 9               

Hallelujah! The Lord our God the Almighty reigns! Let us rejoice and exult and 
give God the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come.  

Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.   

Great Thanksgiving   

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks and praise to God.  

It is always right and our greatest joy to give God thanks and praise.   

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our 

God, creator and ruler of the universe. You formed us in your image and set us 
in this world to love and serve you. When we were cap tives in slavery, you 

delivered us to freedom and made covenant to be our sovereign God. When 

we were stubborn and stiff-necked, you spoke to us through the prophets who 
looked for that day when jus tice shall triumph and peace shall reign over all 

the earth. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs 

and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory 

of your name:   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son. You sent 

him into this world to bring freedom to the cap tives of sin, and to establish 

justice for the oppressed. He came among us as one of us, taking the lot of the 
poor, sharing human suffering, dying an unjust death. We rejoice that in his 

dying and rising again, you set before us the sure promise of new life, the 

certain hope of a heavenly home where we will sit at table with Christ our host.  

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your crea tion 
the bread and wine and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the 

day of his coming. With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you to be a 

living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. Praise to you, Lord Jesus:  

Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. Lord Jesus, 

come in glory!   

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gi fts of 

bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the 

communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit, make us one with 

Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in ministry in 
every place. As this br ead is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of 

Christ in the world. Strengthen us, O God, in the power of your Spirit to bring 

good news to the poor and loose the chains th at bind. Keep us faithful in your 
service until Christ comes in final victory, and we shall feast with all your saints 

in your eternal realm.   

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 

and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.    

As our Savior taught us, we are bold to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into 

tempta tion but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen.   

Breaking of the Bread  

The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and a fter giving thanks 
to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take, eat. This is my 

body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.   

In the same way he took the cup, saying:  This is the new covenant sealed in 
my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this in remembrance of me.  

Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death 

of the risen Lord, until he comes again in glory.   

The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.    



Communion of God’s People  

Prayer A fter Communion  

God our hope, we give you thanks that you have given us a foretaste of the 

justice, righteousness, and peace of your promised new crea tion. Strengthen 
us with this heavenly food as we seek to serve your holy realm. Lead us to live 

in joyful expecta tion of the coming again in glory of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

The Invitation to the Offering   Matt. 3:8 

We bear fruit worthy of our repentance when we give our tithes and offerings 

for the well-being of others. In gratitude for the grace and peace of Christ, let 

us offer our lives to the Lord.  

Offertory  Winter Snow Audry Assad and Gustav Holst  

 Claire Lowe, alto  

*Hymn No. 809  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH  
Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving     

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts:  our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 

and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love; through the one 

gave himself for us , Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People  

Sending  

*Hymn  170 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear CAROL  

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude  Prepare the Way of the Lord William Rowan 

*Please stand as you are able.  †Gluten-free Communion bread available.  

  

Announcemen ts  

Welcome to worship!  

All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst!  To our visitors, we offer a 
special  welcome and invite you to join us again soon.  Please fill out the blue card in 

your pew and place in the offering plate when passed.  

Welcome to Our Guest Musician  

Welcome to our guest musician, Claire Lowe. Claire lives in Summit and is a graduate of 

Southwest Mississippi Community College.  She studies voice under the instruction of 

Christopher Hart and enjoys sharing her gift of music with others.  

Music of Advent and Christmas  

Introit for Advent  Hope Is a Star  (choir with piano and handbells)  

12/7 Advent 2 / PEACE  Instrumentalist :  Kailyn Brewer, flute  
  Peace, Peace, Peace  (choir with piano and flute)  

  Winter Snow (Claire Lowe)  

12/14 Advent 3 / JOY Instrumentalist:  Ben Bullock, trumpet  
  Good Christians All, Rejoice!  (choir with organ and 

trumpet) 

12/21 Advent 4 / LOVE Instrumentalist:  Dr. LaTannia Ellerbe, violin  

  Song of Joseph and Mary (Bridget Regan, Jeremy 

Threlfall  and choir with piano and violin)  
  Strange Way to Save the World (Jeremy Threlfall and     

Dierdre Reynolds)  

12/24 Christmas Eve  Instrumentalists :  Travis Easley, drums; Jose Simo, bass  
  O Holy Night (Jeremy Threlfall)  
  Sweet Little Jesus Boy  (choir with piano, drums, and 

bass)  

  Welcome to the World (Claire Lowe)  

12/28 1st Sunday of Christmas  All Is Well (Linda Miller)    



Christmas Caroling Next Sunday  

The Fellowship and Worship Committees are hosting a wonderful event next Sunday, 

December 14. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 4:00 PM and go Christmas caroling! 

Afterwards, we will return for light snacks and hot chocolate. Hope you can join us as we 

spread the love of Christ!  

JOY Ministry Open House  

The JOY Ministry invites you to our Open House on Sunday, December 14, from 11:30 to 
12:30 at 113 Third St. (next to the church office). Enjoy refreshments as you view what 

this new Senior Ministry has to offer our senior adults. JOY (Just Older Youth) wil l be 

expecting you!  

Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  

The Missions Committee needs your help feeding the hungry!  Beginning in November 

and lasting through February, J.J. White will provide Tuesday evening meals for people 

in need.  We do this in conjunction with Centenary Methodist and the Episcopal church. 
J.J. White is responsible for one meal a month plus any fifth Tuesdays, and all meals are 

served from J.J. White.  Please contact Elder Robbie DeCoux if you are interested in 

helping with this important ministry.   If you would like to help cook a meal on t he 4th 

Tuesday of each month, please contact Melisa DeCoux.  

2026 Flower Calendar  

The 2026 flower calendar is on the front pew.  Please sign up to place flowers in the sanctuary.  

Record from Last Sunday  Attendance:  55 Offering:  $1,635.00 

Upcoming Events  

Sunday, 12/7 4:00 PM New Elder Training  (church office) 

Tuesday, 12/9 11:30 AM PW Bible Study  Potluck Luncheon  (Fellowship Hall)  

 4:00 PM Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  
 5:00 PM Choir Practice (choir room) 

Wednesday, 12/10 7:15 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast  (Fellowship Hall)  

Thursday, 12/11 9:00 AM Prayer Group  (919 N. James St.)  
 10:30 AM Bible Study  (Fellowship Hall)  

 5:00 PM Knutty Knitters  (Knutty Knitters Room)  

Sunday, 12/14 9:00 AM Breakfast  (Ewell Martin Room) 

 9:30 AM Sunday School  
 10:30 AM Worship:  Third  Sunday in Advent ; Decoration of the 

Chrismon Tree  

 11:30 AM JOY Ministry Open House  

 4:00 PM Christas Caroling (Fellowship Hall)  

The Session  

Rev. Cassie Alston, moderator 

Class of 2025  Class of 2026  Class of 2027  

Tommy Brock  Sam Daniel  Harrell Ables 
Property Finance & Stewardship Evangelism 

Linda Miller Robbie DeCoux  Susan White 
Congregational Care  Missions & Christian Education Fellowship 

Noggin Wild Sarah Ross  Lee Williams 

Clerk of Session Government Worship 



Question s for Reflection:  

Look for places where the wolf and the lamb lie down together in peace. Where do you 

see peace in your relationships, in your family or circle of friends, in your neighborhood, 

McComb, the United States, and the world? Even within yourself, where has peace been 

forged?   

Household Prayer:   Morning    

As I rise, O God, I give you thanks for safety in the night, for rest from my labors, and for 
another day in this creation. Turn my eyes toward what is noble. Teach me to see hope 

where it is veiled. Give me wisdom to desire the good. Help me to love not o nly those I 

encounter but myself as well, for with you, I know my many frailties and failings. Let 

peace reign. Amen.    

Household Prayer:  Evening    

As I end this day, Holy One, I give you thanks for the richness of my hours, for family and 

friends, for people with whom I work and play, for my neighbors, and for those whose 
needs remind me of my blessings. Guard us all, O God, and keep us in your embra ce 

until the daylight comes. Amen.   
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