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Gatheri ng  
Prelude  O Come, All Ye Faithful arr. Brandt Adams 

Welcome  and Announcements    

Introit  Hope Is a Star Joel Raney  

*Call  to Worship   Luke 1:46-47 

My soul magnifies the Lord.  

My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.   

*Hymn  No. 152 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA 

*Opening  Prayer    

Almighty God, you promised the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us to 

walk with hope toward his arrival, which is already drawing near. Fill our hearts 

with joyful anticipation and help us to remain faithful until he comes again in 
glory. Prepare th e world for your rule and come quickly, we pray; through Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, on e God, now 

and forever.  Amen.   

Lighting of the Advent Candle s  Howard, Ally, and Kristen Allred  

We light this candle of joy as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  

In Christ there is light and life for all people.   
On this day we bear witness to the light of Christ with all the faithful of every time 

and place:   

With Isaiah and Jeremiah, prophets of Israel, we await the promised salvation of 
the Lord and look for the coming of the one who will bring justice and 

righteousness to the earth.  



With John the Baptist, calling from the wilderness, we cry “Prepare the way of 

the Lord! Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near!”  

With Mary, the mother of Jesus, we magnify the Lord, rejoicing in God our Savior, 

for the Mighty One has done great things for us, and holy is his name.  
The Lord became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Choral Response to the Lighting of the Advent Candle s 

Call to Confession   Isa. 35:1, 4 

Let the desert rejoice, and let the dry land be glad, for God has come to save us. 

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  

Prayer of Confession    

God of majesty and glory, we are thirsty for your grace. You made a way for 

us in the wilderness, and still, in our foolishness, we go astray. We hide our 

eyes from your presence. We do not listen to your word. We are lifeless when 
we ought to dance and sp eechless when we ought to sing. Forgive us, O Lord. 

Give us grace to follow in your holy way. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  

Declaration of Forgiveness   Isa. 35:10 

Return now to the Lord with joy and gladness. Sing a song of redemption! Let 

sorrow and sighing be no more. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to 

God! 

Summary of the Law   John 13:34 

Hear the teaching of Christ:  

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you.  

Word 
Anthem  Good Christians All, Rejoice! arr. Anna Laura Page 

Prayer for Illumination    

Lord God, pour out the power of your Spirit so that your Word may blossom in 

our lives; through Jesus Christ, our way in the wilderness.  Amen.    

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-4 Burke Williams  

Gospel Reading :  Luke 1:46b-55  Ruby Dyess  

Sermon  Joy in the Waiting Rev. Cassie Alston  

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth , 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary , suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and buried; he descended into hell ; the third day he rose again from 

the dead ; he ascended into heaven , and sitteth  on the right hand of God the 

Father  Almighty; from thence he will come to judge the quick  and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  the holy catholic Church ; the communion of 
saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the body ; and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.   

*Hymn No. 805  Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX 
Gloria Patri 

Decoration of the Chrismon Tree  

Children and youth and their families are invited to come forward during the hymn 

and place ornaments on the Chrismon tree. 

*Hymn  No. 147 Away in a Manger AWAY IN THE MANGER 



The Invitation to the Offering    

The Lord is near ! As we prepare to welcome Him, let us offer our gifts and our 

lives to God with cheerful hearts, that others may know His abundant 

provision and joy.   

Offertory  Christmas Joy Medley arr. Gary Lanier 

 Ben Bullock, trumpet and Kailyn Brewer, flute 

*Hymn No. 809  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH  
Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving     

Thanks be to you, O God, maker of heaven and earth. Your faithfulness never 

fails. Take and use these gifts and our lives to further your purpose in the world 
so that all your children may sing with joy and glorify you forever; through Christ 

our Lord we pray.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People  and the Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever. Amen.   

Sending  

*Hymn  146 Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come! ANTIOCH  

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude  Carol of the Bells B.C. Dockery  

*Please stand as you are able.   

  

Announcemen ts  

Welcome to worship!  
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst!  To our visitors, we offer a special  welcome 

and invite you to join us again soon.  Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place in the offering 

plate when passed.  

Welcome to Our Guest Musician  
Ben Bullock joined the Hinds Community College staff in 2015 as the High Brass Instructor, Jazz Band 

Director, and Assistant Band Director.  He holds a Master of Music degree in Trumpet Performance as well 

as a Bachelor of Music Education degree from the U niversity of Southern Mississippi, where he was a 

National Trumpet Competition Semi -Finalist and also received the Section Trumpet Award for the 2012 –

2013 trumpet studio.   

Mr. Bullock has taught both high school and middle school bands previously at Kosciusko Middle School, 

Milam Intermediate, and Lewisburg High School.  He presently maintains a private lesson studio in the 

Jackson area with many Mississippi Lions All -State Band and National Trumpet Competition High School 

Solo Division students.  At Hinds Community College, Mr. Bullock has earned the HCC Honors Institute 

Honored Faculty Member Award and teaches Applied High Brass lessons, Jazz Ens emble, and serves as 

an Assi stant Director to the HCC Band Program.  His duties include Marching Band, Concert Band, and 

show music arranger.  Mr. Bullock also performs with the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra, MSO Brass 

Quintet, Mississippi Brass and Percussion, and various other regional orchestra and music events.  

Music of Advent and Christmas  
Introit for Advent  Hope Is a Star  (choir with piano and handbells)  

12/14 Advent 3 / JOY  Instrumentalist:  Ben Bullock, trumpet  

  Good Christians All, Rejoice!   (choir with organ and trumpet)  

12/21 Advent 4 / LOVE Instrumentalist:  Dr. LaTannia  Ellerbe, violin  

  Song of Joseph and Mary  (Bridget Regan, Jeremy Threlfall  and 

choir with piano and violin)  

  Strange Way to Save the World (Jeremy Threlfall and  Dierdre 

Reynolds)  

12/24 Christmas Eve  Instrumentalists :  Travis Easley, drums; Jose Simo, bass  

  O Holy Night (Jeremy Threlfall)  

  Sweet Little Jesus Boy  (choir with piano, drums, and bass)  

  Welcome to the World (Claire Lowe)  

12/28 1st Sunday of Christmas  All Is Well (Linda Miller)     

Decoration of the Chrismon Tree  
Today, as the congregation sings the second hymn, children and youth and their families are invited to 

come forward and decorate the Chrismon tree. The Chrismon tree was first used by North American 



Lutherans, and the practice spread to other Christian denominations, including Presbyterians. The 

evergreen tree symbolizes eternal life in Jesus Christ. The tree is decorated with clear lights, reminders 

that Jesus is the light of the world, and in white and gold, the liturgical colors of Christmas. The Chrismon 

ornaments include ancient symbols for Christ and his ministry. As we decorate the tree, we are invited to 

remember and anticipate with joy the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

JOY Ministry Open House  
The JOY Ministry invites you to our Open House immediately following worship today until 1 2:30 at 113 

Third St. (next to the church office). Enjoy refreshments as you view what this new Senior Ministry has to 

offer our senior adults. JOY (Just Older Youth) will be expecting you!  

Christmas Caroling  
The Fellowship and Worship Committees are hosting a wonderful event this afternoon! We will meet in 

the Fellowship Hall at 4:00 PM and go Christmas caroling! Afterwards, we will return for light snacks and 

hot chocolate. Hope you can join us as we spread t he joy and love of Christ!  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
We warmly invite you to join us for a special Christmas Eve Candlelight service on December 24, 2025, at 

6:00 PM as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. This service will be a time of reflection, 

community, and joy, filled with beautiful mus ic, meaningful Scripture, and celebration of the Lord’s 

Supper. The service will close with the soft glow of candlelight. It is a wonderful opportunity for our 

church family to celebrate the peace, hope, and love that Christ’s birth brings to the world. We  look 

forward to gathering in worship and sharing this sacred time with you and your loved ones. May your 

hearts be filled with the light of His love this Christmas season!  

Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  
The Missions Committee needs your help feeding the hungry!  Beginning in November and lasting 

through February, J.J. White will provide Tuesday evening meals for people in need.  We do this in 

conjunction with Centenary Methodist and the Episcopal church. J.J. White is responsible for one meal a 

month plus any fifth Tuesdays, and all meals are served from  J.J. White.  Please contact Elder Robbie 

DeCoux if you are interested in helping with this important  ministry.   If you would like to help cook a meal 

on the 4th Tuesday of each month, please contact Melisa DeCoux.  

2026 Flower Calendar  
The 2026 flower calendar is on the front pew.  Please sign up to place flowers in the sanctuary.  

Record from Last Sunday  Attendance:  65 Offering:  $5,739.10 

Upcoming Events  
Sunday, 12/14 11:30 AM JOY Ministry Open House  (113 Third St.)  

 4:00 PM Christmas Caroling  (Fellowship Hall ) 

Tuesday, 12/16 4:00 PM Tuesday Meals for the Hungry  

 5:00 PM Choir Practice (choir room)  

Wednesday, 12/17 7:15 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast  (Fellowship Hall)  

Thursday, 12/18 9:00 AM Prayer Group  (919 N. James St.)  

 10:30 AM Bible Study  (Fellowship Hall)  

 5:00 PM Knutty Knitters  (Knutty Knitters Room)  

Sunday, 12/21 10:30 AM Worship :  Fourth  Sunday in Advent ; reception of new 

members Belinda and Jerry Scoggins  

The Session  
Rev. Cassie Alston, moderator 

Class of 2025  Class of 2026  Class of 2027  

Tommy Brock  Sam Daniel  Harrell Ables  

Property Finance & Stewardship Evangelism  

Linda Miller Robbie DeCoux  Susan White 

Congregational Care  Missions & Christian Education Fellowship 

Noggin Wild Sarah Ross  Lee Williams  

Clerk of Session  Government Worship 

Question s for Reflection:  
What parts of Mary’s song (Luke 1:46b-55) do you find most inspiring? Most challenging? Mary praises God 

spontaneously and passionately. When in your life has your understanding of God’s work moved you to 

such praise? What are you currently praising God fo r?  

Household Prayer:   Morning   Isa. 35:4-6 
Holy God, at the dawning of this day new life blossoms like the crocus and fresh promise wells up like a 

spring. As I go forth in your presence, confirm my resolve to worship you, strengthen my hands to serve 

your people, and keep me always in your holy wa y; through Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.  

Household Prayer:  Evening   Luke 1:46-55 
Mighty God, my soul rejoices at the great things you have done this day – giving daily bread for my hunger, 

showing endless mercy for my sin. As you have blessed my ancestors bless and keep me this night; in 

Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.   
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