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Gathering

Prelude Sing We Now of Christmas/ arr. Brandt Adams
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

Welcome and Announcements
Introit Hope Is a Star Joel Raney

*Call to Worship Isa. 7:14

Look! The young woman is with child;
She will call him Emmanuel, for God is with us.

Hymn No. 150 What Child Is This? GREENSLEEVES
Opening Prayer

God of grace, your eternal Word took flesh among us when Mary placed her life
at the service of your will. Prepare our hearts for his coming again; keep us
steadfast in hope and faithful in service, that we may receive the coming of his
kingdom for the sake of Jesus Christ, the ruler of all, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candles India and Brad Woods

We light this candle of love as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

In Christ there is light and life for all people.

On this day we bear witness to the light of Christ with all the faithful of every time
and place:

With Isaiah and Jeremiah, prophets of Israel, we await the promised salvation of
the Lord and look for the coming of the one who will bring justice and
righteousness to the earth.



With John the Baptist, calling from the wilderness, we cry “Prepare the way of
the Lord! Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near!”

With Mary, the mother of Jesus, we magnify the Lord, rejoicing in God our Savior,
for the Mighty One has done great things for us, and holy is his name.

With the writers of the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, we tell the good
news of Jesus Christ, the child of Bethlehem, who came to save us and is coming
again torulein glory.

The Lord became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Choral Response to the Lighting of the Advent Candles

Call to Confession

In this world and in this season, there are many claims on our lives. We take this
time to remember that in our baptism, Christ claimed us as his own. We
acknowledge before God and one another that we have not followed Jesus with
all that we are. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession

Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our failure to be what
you created us to be. You alone know how often we have sinned in
wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. By
your loving mercy, help us to live in your light and abide in your ways, for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness Phil. 3:9

Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith. Beloved people
of God, believe the good news. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to
God!

A Summary of the Law John 13:34

Hear the teaching of Christ:
| give you a new commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
you.

*Affirmation of Faith

Word

Anthem Song of Mary and Joseph John Purifoy
featuring Bridget Regan and Jeremy Threlfall

Prayer for Illumination

Loving God, as you spoke to Mary and Joseph, send your Holy Spirit and speak
to us now through your Word that by hearing we too may receive faith and
guidance and be strengthened to do your will. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 Sam Daniel

Sermon Joseph’s Yes Rev. Cassie Alston

Reception of New Members

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he will come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn No. 805 Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX
Gloria Patri
Musical Offering The First Noel/Pachelbel’s Canon arr. Michael Clawson

Bridget Regan, soprano and Jeremy Threlfall, tenor



The Invitation to the Offering Ps. 24:1

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.
Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.

Offertory Strange Way to Save the World M. Harris, D. Koch,

Deidre Reynolds, alto and Jeremy Threlfall, tenor D. Clark

*Hymn No. 809  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH
Doxology

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

Holy God, as we remember Mary and Joseph’s “yes,” we are reminded that you
work wonders through the obedient. As we offer these gifts, give us ears to hear
your voice, eyes to see the needy, and faith to follow where you lead. We offer
you not just our tithes and gifts but our very lives, all that we have and are. May
these gifts and our lives serve to further your Kingdom; in Christ our Redeemer
we pray. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.

Sending

*Hymn 171 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN
*Charge and Benediction

Postlude Go Tell It on the Mountain arr. Stephen Smith

*Please stand as you are able.

Announcements

Welcome to worship!

All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst! To our visitors, we offer a special welcome
and invite you to join us again soon. Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place in the offering
plate when passed.

Welcome, Belinda and Jerry Scoggins!

We extend a joyful welcome to Belinda and Jerry Scoggins, who have been received into membership in
J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church! Belinda and Jerry are from Boutte, Louisiana and moved to
Mississippi forty-one years ago. In Boutte, they were members of Saint Charles Baptist Church. Belinda
and Jerry married in 1975 and have celebrated 50 years of marriage! They have three children, thirteen
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Jerry is a retired mechanic, and Belinda is a retired nurse.
The Scoggins love traveling, finding little churches to attend on Sundays, and they enjoy large get-
togethers with their children.

We rejoice and give thanks that the Scoggins come to us as friends in Christ and members of the
household of God and that they join with this congregation in the worship and mission of the church.
Welcome, Belinda and Jerry, to this ministry that we share in Jesus Christ!

Welcome to Our Guest Musicians

Dr. LaTannia Ellerbe, a native of the Southeastern United States, endeavors to share the love of Christ
through music. She has performed in the United States, Singapore, Bermuda, and Cuba. Dr. Ellerbe is
currently on faculty at Jackson State University, where she serves as Assistant Professor of Strings and
conducts the String Ensemble. Dr. Ellerbe earned a Doctorate of Musical Arts from the University of
Minnesota under the guidance of Sally O’Reilly. She received her Master of Music from the University of
North Carolina, Greensboro, and her Bachelor of Music from Vanderbilt University as a Chancellor’s
Scholar.

Bridget Regan, soprano, is a native of Magnolia. After graduating from McComb High School, she attended
the American Musical and Dramatic Academy in New York City and remained there for ten years. Bridget
went on to earn a bachelors in psychology from the City University of New York and a masters in special
education from Mississippi State. Bridget is a hospital school teacher at Children's of Mississippi in
Jackson.

Jeremy Threlfall resides in McComb with his wife Cleia. His love for singing started at the early age of 5
and has developed into a life of performing, composing, recording, filming, and even arranging - with a
variety of audiences ranging from country to Broadway, opera to children, and inspirational.



Music of Advent and Christmas

Introit for Advent Hope Is a Star (choir with piano and handbells)

12/21 Advent 4 /| LOVE Instrumentalist: Dr. LaTannia Ellerbe, violin

Song of Joseph and Mary (Bridget Regan, Jeremy Threlfall
and choir with piano and violin)

Strange Way to Save the World (Jeremy Threlfall and

Dierdre Reynolds)

12/24 Christmas Eve Instrumentalists: Travis Easley, drums; Jose Simo, bass
O Holy Night (Jeremy Threlfall)
Sweet Little Jesus Boy (choir with piano, drums, and bass)
Welcome to the World (Claire Lowe)

12/28 1st Sunday of Christmas All Is Well (Linda Miller)

The Session

Rev. Cassie Alston, moderator

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Tommy Brock Sam Daniel Harrell Ables
Property Finance & Stewardship Evangelism
Linda Miller Robbie DeCoux Susan White
Congregational Care Missions & Christian Education Fellowship
Noggin Wild Sarah Ross Lee Williams
Clerk of Session Government Worship

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

We warmly invite you to join us for a special Christmas Eve Candlelight on Wednesday, December 24,
2025, at 6:00 PM as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. This service will be a time of
reflection, community, and joy, filled with beautiful music, meaningful Scripture, and celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. The service will close with the soft glow of candlelight. Itis a wonderful opportunity for our
church family to celebrate the peace, hope, and love that Christ’s birth brings to the world. We look
forward to gathering in worship and sharing this sacred time with you and your loved ones. May your
hearts be filled with the light of His love this Christmas season!

Tuesday Meals for the Hungry

The Missions Committee needs your help feeding the hungry! Beginning in November and lasting
through February, J.J. White will provide Tuesday evening meals for people in need. We do this in
conjunction with Centenary Methodist and the Episcopal church. J.J. White is responsible for one meal a
month plus any fifth Tuesdays, and all meals are served from J.J. White. Please contact Elder Robbie
DeCoux if you are interested in helping with this important ministry. If you would like to help cook a meal
on the 4th Tuesday of each month, please contact Melisa DeCoux.

2026 Flower Calendar

The 2026 flower calendar is on the front pew. Please sign up to place flowers in the sanctuary.
Record from Last Sunday Attendance: 74 Offering: $6,586.00

Upcoming Events

Questions for Reflection:

In Matthew 1:18-25, Joseph faces confusion, potential scandal, and a situation beyond his control. How
might Joesph’s response to his situation inform how you handle unexpected difficulties in your life?
Joseph’s role was to be a faithful, earthly father and protector. How does Joseph’s quiet acceptance of his
role challenge modern notions of significance and status?

Household Prayer: Morning

Giver of light, in the light of Christ | see myself clearly as your child. | rise in thankfulness for you are
present when | sleep and when | am awake. | rise to live this day in your wisdom, without fear, without
acrimony, but with charity toward those | meet. Lead me into your desire for me this day, O Lord. Let me
know your love is deep and abiding; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening

Giver of rest and silence, in you | take refuge when the shadows deepen and the time of sleep has come. |
thank you for this day. Keep me safe from harm as | sleep and bring me to a new dawn with strength to
work and rejoice; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Tuesday, 12/23 4:00 PM Tuesday Meals for the Hungry
5:00 PM Choir Practice (choir room)
Wednesday, 12/24 6:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service; Communion
Thursday, 12/25 Christmas Day  Church Office Closed
Friday, 12/26 Church Office Closed

Sunday, 12/28 10:30 AM Worship

J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church
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Rev. Cassie Alston, Pastor
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