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Gatheri ng  
Prelude  O Holy Night Adolphe Adam 

 Jeremy Threlfall, tenor  

Welcome and Announcements    

Introit  Hope Is a Star Joel Raney  

*Call to Worship   Luke 2:10-11, 14 

There is good news of great joy for all!  
Our Savior is born; the Messiah, the Lord!  

Tonight the angels sing on earth.  
Glory to God in the highest!   

*Opening Prayer    

All glory to you, Great God, for the gift of your Son, whom you sent to save us. With 
singing angels, let us praise your name, and tell the earth his story, that all may believe, 

rejoice and bow down, acknowledging your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now, now and forever.  

Amen.   

*Hymn No. 174  Angels from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE  

(vv. 1,2,5)  

Lighting of the Advent Candle s  Joanna and Nicky Barr, Greta and Ridge  

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  

In Christ there is light and life for all people.   
On this day we bear witness to the light of Christ with all the faithful of every time and 

place:   

With Isaiah and Jeremiah, prophets of Israel, we await the promised salvation of the 

Lord and look for the coming of the One who will bring justice and righteousness to the 
earth.  



With John the Baptist calling from the wilderness we cry, “Prepare the way of the Lord! 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”   

With the writers of the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, we tell the Good News 

of Jesus Christ, the child of Bethlehem, who came to save us and is coming again to rule 
in glory.   

With Mary, the mother of Jesus, we magnify the Lord, rejoicing in God our Savior, for the 
Mighty One has done great things for us, and holy is God’s name.   

With choirs of angels, and with all the heavenly host, we sing “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth, peace and goodwill to all.”  

The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory.  

Choral Response to the Lighting of the Advent Candle s 

Call to Confession   Isa. 9:2 

Like a great light in a land of deep darkness, the mercy of the Lord shines on us. Trusting 

in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.   

Prayer of Confession    

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in the 
darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light or trusted the good 

news. We have closed our eyes to the glory in our midst, expecting little, and 
hoping for less. F orgive our doubt, and renew our hope, so that we may receive the 

fullness of your grace and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.  

Declaration of Forgiveness   Isa. 62:11-12 

Hear the promise of the Lord: See, your salvation has come! You are a holy people, 
redeemed by God; sought out and not forsaken. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  

Summary of the Law   John 13:34 

Hear the teaching of Christ:  I give you a new commandment,  

that you love one another as I have loved you.  

Word 
Anthem  Sweet Little Jesus Boy  arr. Joel Raney  

Anna Claire Easley, mezzo -soprano; Travis Easley, percussion; José Simo, bass guitary  

Prayer for Illumination    

Gracious God, by the gift of your Holy Spirit show us the Word made flesh – good news 
of great joy for all – so that we may sing with the angels: glory to God in the highest and 
peace on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

Scripture  Reading:  Luke 2:1-20  ___ 

Sermon  There Will Be a Sign Rev. Cassie Alston  

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into hea ven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he will come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

*Hymn No. 805  Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX 
Gloria Patri 

*Hymn No. 15 5 O Little Town of Bethlehem ST . LOUIS  

†The Sacrament of Holy Communion  

Invitation to God’s Table           Luke 2:12; Mic. 5:4  

A child is born to us in Bethlehem, wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger,  

and he will be our Shepherd, feeding his flock in the strength of the Lord.    

Great Thanksgiving   

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks and praise to God.  

It is always right and our greatest joy to give God thanks and praise.   



It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O holy God, creator 
and ruler of the universe. You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on 

the earth. You formed us in your image and called us to love and serve you. Whe n we 

were unfaithful and turned from your ways, you did not forsake us; your love 
remained steadfast. You delivered us from cap tivity, made covenant to be our 
sovereign God, and sent prophets to call us back to your way. In the fullness of time, 
you sent y our only Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior. In him, your Word, dwelling 

with you from all eternity, became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth,  
and we beheld your glory, Immanuel!   

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the celes tial choirs and with all the 
faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the  highest.  

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Born 
in humility, he came to rule over all. Helpless as an infant, he showed the power of 

your love. Poor in things  of the world, he brought the wealth of your grace. Rejected 
by many, he welcomed all who  sought him. In his dying and rising, you gave birth to 

your church, delivered us from slavery to sin  and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit. Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we 

take from your creation this bread and this wine and joyfully celebrate his dying and 

rising as we await the day of his coming. With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to 

you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.   

Great is the mystery of faith:   
Christ has died . Christ is risen . Christ will come again.   

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gi fts of bread 

and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of 
the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be 
one with all who share this feast, united in ministry in every place. As this bre ad is 

Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. Empower us by 
your Spirit, O God, to be Christ’s presence in the world. Keep us faithful in your service 

until Christ comes again in final victory and we shall feast with all yo ur saints in the 
joy of your eternal realm. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.   Amen.   

As our Savior has taught us, we are bold to pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive 

us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into tempta tion but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.   

Breaking of the Bread  

The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and a fter giving thanks to God, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat. This is my body, given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me. In the same way he took the cup, saying: This is 
the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me. Every time you eat this bread 

and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord, un til he comes 
again. The gifts of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.    

Communion of God’s People  

Prayer A fter Communion  

God of grace and peace, as you have shared your life with us through the child in the 
manger and this simple meal together, let us share your life with others as the body 

of Christ in the world; though Jesus Christ the bread of heaven. Amen. 

The Invitation to the Offering   Luke 2:12; Mic. 5:4 

A child is born for us; a Savior, given to us. Let us offer our lives to the Lord.  

Offertory  Winter Snow Audrey Assad and Gustav Holst  

 Claire Lowe, alto  

*Hymn No. 809  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH  
Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving     

God of every good and perfect gift, we thank you for your greatest gift, your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. In this season when so many gifts are given and received, we pray that 

you will receive the gifts we offer now. Use them according to your purposes an d plans, 
bringing good news of great joy to all people; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People   

Sending  
The sanctuary will be darkened for the Litany of Christmas Eve and the sending hymn, Silent Night! 

Holy Night! 



Litany for Christmas Eve  

In the beginning and the midst of darkness, God spoke.  
Let there be light.  
In the beginning was the Word. And the Word came and dwelt among us. And the 

Word was the light of all peoples.  

Let there be light.  
We light our candles, knowing that the One who is the source and promise of all light 
is the One whose birth we celebrate.   

Let there be light.   

Please stand to receive light, passing your light to the person beside you. 

*Hymn  164 Silent Night! Holy Night! STILLE NACHT  

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude  A Postlude on GREENSLEEVES Charles Callahan  

 Kailyn Brewer, flute 

*Please stand as you are able.  †Gluten-free Communion bread available.   

Announcemen ts  

Welcome to worship!  
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst!  To our visitors, we offer a special  

welcome and invite you to join us again soon.  Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place in 
the offering plate when passed.  

Welcome to Our Guest Musician s 
Anna Claire Easley is the daughter of Travis and Laura Easley.  She recently graduated fro m William 

Carrey University with a Bachelor of Science in Christian Studies.  Anna Clarie will begin graduate 

studies at William Carey in January.  She is a Teacher’s Assistant at Petal Primary and a Graduate 
Assistant at William Carey.  In her spare time, Anna Claire enjoys spending time with family and 

friends and going on mission trips.  

Travis Easley (Jennifer’s brother), percussion, resides in Magnolia with his wife, Laura.  They have 
one daughter, Anna Claire.  Travis enjoys spending time with family, playing music, and the outdoors.   

Claire Lowe, soprano, lives in Summit and is a graduate of Southwest Mississippi Community 

College.  She studies voice under the instruction of Christopher Hart and enjoys sharing her gift of 

music with others.  

Jos é Simo, bass guitar, is an attorney and lives in Summit with his daughters, Andrea and Natalie.  

Jos é is a member of J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church.  

Jeremy Threlfall  resides in McComb with his wife Cleia.  His love for singing started at the early age 

of 5 and has developed into a life of performing, composing, recording, filming, and even arranging 

– with a variety of audiences ranging from country to Broadway, opera to children, and inspirational.  

Music of Advent and Christmas  

Introit for Advent  Hope Is a Star  (choir with piano and handbells)  

12/24 Christmas Eve  Instrumentalists :  Travis Easley, drums; Jose Simo, 
bass  

  O Holy Night  (Jeremy Threlfall)  

  Sweet Little Jesus Boy  (choir with piano, drums, and 
bass)  

  Welcome to the World (Claire Lowe)  

12/28 1st Sunday of Christmas  All Is Well (Linda Miller)    

Joy Gift Offering  
During this evening’s service, we will receive the Joy Gift offering. The Joy Gift offering assists 

current and retired church workers and their families in time of need. It also develops our future 

leaders at Presbyterian -related schools and colleges equi pping communities of color. Please 

give generously to this worthwhile offering.  

Upcoming Events  

Thursday, 12/25 Christmas Day  Church Office Closed  

Friday, 12/26   Church Office Closed  

Sunday, 12/28 9:00 AM Breakfast  (Ewell Martin Room) 
 9:30 AM Sunday School  

 10:30 AM Worship:  First Sunday after Christmas  
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