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Prelude Hark! the Herald Angels Sing arr. Jay Rouse
Welcome and Announcements
Introit Noel, Noel THE FIRST NOEL

*Call to Worship

In this Christmas season of great joy, we praise the Lord; for in mercy and abundant
steadfast love, God has become our Savior.

Even in times of danger and threat, we praise God, who has set us free from fear
and death through Jesus Christ, the pioneer of our salvation. With all creation, in
the midst of the congregation, we praise and put our trust in God alone.

*Hymn No. 173 0 Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES
(vv. 1,3,4)

*Opening Prayer Matt. 2:2,13,16,19; Ps. 148

Exalted God, even as the heavenly host sang of your glory in the night skies over
Bethlehem; even as the star shone in the heavens, and sheep and cattle gathered in that
light, so we gather to recount all you have done for us in mercy and steadfast love. No
tyrant’s threat or deadly act can destroy the dreams and visions you have placed within
us. With all creation, we praise you and exalt your name forever and ever. Amen.

Call to Confession Titus 2:11-12

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all and teaching us to renounce
what is evil in this world. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.



Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we
are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness Isa. 62:11-12

Hear the promise of the Lord: See, your salvation has come! You are a holy people,
redeemed by God; sought out and not forsaken. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are
forgiven! Thanks be to God!

A Summary of the Law John 13:34

Hear the teaching of Christ:
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you.

Anthem All Is Well
Linda Miller, alto

M.W. Smith and W. Kirkpatrick

Prayer for Illumination

Gracious God, by the gift of your Holy Spirit show us the Word made flesh - good news
of great joy for all. Speak to us today that we may dream your dreams and faithfully
follow wherever you lead. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Old Testament Reading: /saiah 63:7-9
Gospel Reading: vatthew 13-23
Sermon Fulfillment

Rev. Cassie Alston

*Affirmation of Faith

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he will come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn No. 805
Gloria Patri

Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX

*Hymn No. 165
(vv. 1,2,4)

| Wonder as | Wander | WONDER AS | WANDER

The Invitation to the Offering Ps. 24:1

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it. Let us
return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.

Offertory What Child Is This? Arr. Charles Callahan
Kailyn Brewer, flute
*Hymn No. 809 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH
Doxology

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

In this gifting season, O God, we are grateful for the gift of your dear Son, our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Receive, we pray, these offerings we bring and our lives. May they be used
in the service of your grace and truth dwelling among us. In Christ’s holy name we pray.
Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation



but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.

Welcome to worship!
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst! To our visitors, we offer a
*Hymn 157 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! IN DULCI JUBILO special welcome and invite you to join us again soon. Please fill out the blue card in

L. your pew and place in the offering plate when passed.
*Charge and Benediction

Tuesday Night Meals

The Missions Committee needs your help feeding the hungry! Beginning in November
and lasting through February, J.J. White will provide Tuesday evening meals for people
in need. We do this in conjunction with Centenary Methodist and the Episcopal church.
J.J. White is responsible for one meal a month plus any fifth Tuesdays, and all meals are
served from J.J. White. Please contact Elder Robbie DeCoux if you are interested in
helping with this important ministry. If you would like to help cook a meal on the 4th
Tuesday of each month, please contact Melisa DeCoux.

Postlude Go Tell It on the Mountain arr. Mark Hayes

*Please stand as you are able.

Bible Study on Tuesdays

Please join us for fellowship and Bible study in 2026! Beginning January 6, Bible study
will be held on Tuesdays 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. We will not meet
on the second Tuesday of each month because Presbyterian Women meet that day. Rev.
Alston will lead discussion, and no advance preparation is required. Just come with
heart and mind open to listen for the Word of God!

Communion and MICA Sunday

Next Sunday, January 4, we will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion and
collect food donations for the food pantry at McComb Interdenominational Care
Association (MICA). MICA provides critical nutrition for individuals and families in Pike
County. From the Lord’s Table we are sent to feed others as we have been fed. Please
give generously to MICA!

2026 Flower Calendar

The 2026 flower calendar is on the front pew. Please sign up to place flowers in the
sanctuary.

Record from Last Sunday  Attendance: 79 Offering: $5,679.00



Upcoming Events

Tuesday, 12/30 5:00 PM Choir Practice
Wednesday, 12/31 - Friday, 1/2 Church Office Closed for New Year’s
Sunday, 1/4 9:00 AM Breakfast (Ewell Martin Room)
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship: Communion; MICA Sunday
4:00 PM New Elder Training (church office)

The Session

upon the troubles | have known. Help me to put my trust in you. | pray in the name of
Jesus Christ, my Savior. Amen.

Prayer for the New Year

Eternal God, a thousand years in your sight are like a watch in the night. As you have led
us in days past, so guide us now and always, that our hearts may learn to choose your
will, and new resolves be strengthened; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Rev. Cassie Alston, moderator

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Tommy Brock Sam Daniel Harrell Ables
Property Finance & Stewardship Evangelism
Linda Miller Robbie DeCoux Susan White
Congregational Care Missions & Christian Education Fellowship
Noggin Wild Sarah Ross Lee Williams
Clerk of Session Government Worship

Questions for Reflection

Joseph took his family into Egypt when they were in danger. Though they eventually
returned to their home country, danger was still a possibility. In what ways did Jesus, in
his life and ministry, threaten those who held power in his day? How are we, as we
practice the Christian life among present powers, challenging violence today? What
dream or vision has God given you for the world Christ came to save?

Household Prayer: Morning
Creator God, as | begin this day, open my eyes and ears to the beauty around me. Help
me to join with others in praise of your glory not only today, but forever. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening
Loving God, as the evening comes, and with it the moon and stars, | know that you are
the Light in every darkness. Shine, then, upon anyone who is troubled this night and

Sundays: Breakfast: 9:00 AM e Sunday School: 9:30 AM * Worship: 10:30 AM
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Jennifer Sanders, Director of Music Ministry ¢ Glenn Sanders, Choir Director
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