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Gatheri ng  
Prelude  Brightest and Best arr. Mark Hayes 

Welcome and Announcements    

Introit  Noel, Noel THE FIRST NOEL  

*Call to Worship   Isa. 60:1 

Arise, shine; for your light has come!  

The glory of God has risen upon us.   

*Hymn No. 1 85  We Three Kings of Orient Are KINGS OF ORIENT  

*Opening Prayer    

Everlasting God, the radiance of faithful souls, who brought the nations to your light and 

kings to the brightness of your rising:  Fill the world with your glory and show yourself 
to all the na tions; through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, Jesus 
Christ your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

Litany for Epiphany of the Lord  

Arise, shine; for your light has come! The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  

Nations will come to his light, and rulers will seek his radiance.  

Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  
He will judge the people with righteousness and defend the cause of the poor.  
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  

The mystery of the ages is revealed; the eternal plan of God is known to all.  
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  

Let us kneel down before him to give him honor, glory, and praise.  
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  
Let us offer him all the treasures of our hearts and our lives.  



Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  
God of endless light, you sent a star – rising from the darkness, guiding seekers and 
sages,  overwhelming us with joy. Let the splendor of your dawning light grow in us and 
in all the world until the whole creation shines with your glory; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and 

forever.  Amen.  

Call to Confession   John 3:19 

The Gospel of John tells us the basis of our judgment is this: “The light came into the 
world, and people loved darkness more than light, for their ac tions are evil.” We confess 

our sins to God, to whom we have access through faith in Christ. We come in boldness 

and confidence, not according to our merit, but according to God’s grace. Trus ting in 

God’s grace, let us confess our sin .  

Prayer of Confession    

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love 

for all people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. 

We turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for jus tice; we do not strive for peace. 
In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and pour out the gi fts of your Spirit, that, 

forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

Declaration of Forgiveness   John 3:17 

Friends, God is for us and not against us. For that very reason God sent the Son into the 

world – not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. We 

declare the good news of the Gospel:  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live a new life in him!   

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!   

A Summary of the Law   Matt. 22:37-40 

Our Lord Jesus said:  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your s oul, and with  

all your mind.   

This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:  
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.   

Word  
Prayer for Illumination   Matt. 2:2, 9 

O God of wonder, as that ancient star rose and guided the magi, illumina ting the place 

where Jesus was, so now may the light of your Holy Spirit shine in our hearts and minds 
as the Word is read and proclaimed. Guide us again to Christ and direct us in new paths 

of faithfulness. In Christ we pray.  Amen.    

Old Testament  Reading:   Isaiah 60:1-6  

Gospel Reading:   Matthew 2:1-12 

Sermon  Light for a New Year Rev. Cassie Alston  

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into hea ven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he will come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

*Hymn No. 805  Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX 

Gloria Patri 

*Hymn No. 539  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light HOUSTON  

†The Sacrament of Holy Communion  

Invita ti on to God’s Table                       Ps. 34:8             

O taste and see that the Lord is good! Happy are all who find refuge in God!  

Great Thanksgiving   

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  



Let us give thanks and praise to God.  
It is always right and our greatest joy to give God thanks and praise.   

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, God of majesty and 

splendor. By your power you created all that is, making a universe out of chaos, and 
ruling over all things in love. Throughout the ages you called your people to love and 
serve you, and to be your light among the na tions. When we failed you, you did not 
fail us and sent prophets to call us back to your ways. We praise you that in the fullness 

of time, you revealed your love by sending your Son Jesus to be the Light of the world. 
He came to heal our brokenness and to set before us the ways of jus tice and peace. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all 
the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord. He was 
born to dwell among us, full of grace and truth; in him we have seen your glory. He 

lived for you, spoke your truth, and showed your love. Lavished with gi fts from the 
magi, he gave his life for others. Baptized by John in the Jordan, he poured out his 

mercy for all. Turning water into wine at a wedding, he transformed sorrow into joy. 
In his death on the cross, he overcame death. Rising from the tomb, he raised us to 

eternal life and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. Remembering 

your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this bread and this wine 

and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising as we await the day of his coming. With 
thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated 
to your service.  

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.   

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gi fts of bread 
and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of 
the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, that we may be 

one with all who share this feast, united in ministry in every place. As this bread is 
Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. Illumine our 

hearts, O God, with the radiance of Christ’s presence, that our lives may show forth 
his love in this world. Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory 
and we shall feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm. Through Christ, 

with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, 
almighty God, now and forever. Amen.    

As our Savior has taught us, we are bold to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive 

us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into tempta tion but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.   

Breaking of the Bread  

The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bead, and a fter giving thanks to God, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat. This is my body given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me. In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me. Every time you eat this bread 

and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord, un til he comes 
again. The gi fts of God for the people of God.   

Communion of God’s People  

Prayer A fter Communion  

Loving and gracious God, from east and west, from north and south, you have 
gathered us at your table, called us your beloved, and fed us from your body. 

Transform us to be your body in the world and fortify us by your Spirit so that we may 
serve you and our neighbors with great joy. Amen. 

The Invitation to the Offering   ___ 

___ 

Offertory  Jesus Shall Reign Where’ere the Sun arr. Christine S. Robbins  

*Hymn No. 809  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH  

Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving     

Glorious God, you led men of wisdom to seek Jesus, your Holy Child. Overjoyed in the 
presence of his radiant light, the men knelt down and offered him precious gi fts. We, 

too, offer our gi fts in gra titude, reverence, and thanksgiving. Receive and bless this 
offering and our lives, which we give for your glory.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People  



Sending  
*Hymn  181  As With Gladness Men of Old DIX 

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude  Shine, Jesus, Shine  arr. Mark Hayes 

*Please stand as you are able.  †Gluten-free Communion bread available. 
  

Announcemen ts  

Welcome to worship!  
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst!  To our visitors, we offer a special  welcome 

and invite you to join us again soon.  Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place in the offering 

plate when passed.  

Baptism of Silo Lee Gordwin  
Please join us in worship next Sunday, January 11, when we will joyfully celebrate the bap tism of Silo Lee 

Gordwin, child of Kya and Isaiah Gordwin. Bap tism is the sign and seal of our incorpora tion into Jesus 

Christ, and the Sacrament of Bap tism holds a deep reservoir of theological meaning, including dying and 

rising with Christ; pardon, cleansing, and renewal; the gift of the Holy Spirit; incorpora tion into the body 

of Christ; and a sign of the realm of God. The Reformed tradition also understands bap tism to be a sign of 

God’s covenant. Please be in prayer for Silo and his family as we prepare to welcome Silo as a child of the 

covenant! 

Bible Study on Tuesdays   
Please join us for fellowship and Bible study in 2026! Beginning this Tuesday, January 6, Bible study will 

be held on Tuesdays 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. We will not meet on the second Tuesday 

of each month because Presbyterian Women meet that day. Rev. Alston will lead discussion, and no 

advance prepara tion is required. Just come with heart and mind open to listen for the Word of God!   

Tuesday Night Meals  
The Missions Committee needs your help feeding the hungry!  Beginning in November and lasting 

through February, J.J. White will provide Tuesday evening meals for people in need.  We do this in 

conjunction with Centenary Methodist and the Episcopal church. J.J. White is responsible for one meal a 

month plus any fifth Tuesdays, and all meals are served from J.J. White.  Please contact Elder Robbie 

DeCoux if you are interested in helping with this important ministry.  If you would like to help cook a meal 

on the 4th Tuesday of each month, please contact Melisa DeCoux.  

2026 Flower Calendar  
The 2026 flower calendar is on the front pew.  Please sign up to place flowers in the sanctuary.  

Record from Last Sunday   Attendance:  42 Offering:  $4,358.00 

Upcoming Events  

Sunday, 1/4 4:00 PM New Elder Training  (church office)  

Tuesday, 1/6 11:00 AM Bible S tudy  (Fellowship Hall)  

 3:30 PM New Elder Training  (church office)  

 5:00 PM Choir Practice  

Wednesday, 1/7 7:15 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast  (Fellowship Hall)  

 3:00 PM Prayer Group  (church office)  

Thursday, 1/8 9:00 AM Prayer Gro up  (919 N. James St.)  

 5:00 PM Knutty Knitters  (Knutty Knitters Room)  

Sunday, 1/11 9:00 AM Breakfast  (Ewell Martin Room) 

 9:30 AM Sunday School  

 10:30 AM Worship :  Baptism of the Lord Sunday; Baptism of Silo 

Lee Gordwin  

The Session  

Rev. Cassie Alston, moderator 

Class of 202 6 Class of 202 7 Class of 202 8 

Sam Daniel  Harrell Ables  Nicky Barr  

Finance & Stewardship Evangelism  

Robbie DeCoux  Susan White Karen Sanders  

Missions & Christian Education Fellowship 

Sarah Ross  Lee Williams  Beth Wild 

Government Worship 

Questions for Reflection  
Can you think of a dark time in your own life or in the history of the world when God’s glory shone? When 

the light of Christ’s presence became evident? What was that time? What happened? Who was a bearer of 

light in that darkness?  

Household Prayer:  Morning   
God of this new morning, you have awakened me to the brightness of your dawn. I begin this day in 

gratitude, recalling your mercies, an ticipating glimpses of your glory. Make my face shine today with the 

joy of your grace, so that another is helped to see your presence and find hope. In Jesus’ name I pray. 

Amen.   



Household Prayer:  Evening   
God of love, as the sun has set and night has come, I will not be afraid of the darkness, for you are with 

me. Your glory never recedes, bringing more and more people into the sphere of your love. Thank you for 

such boundless grace as has been given in Jesus Christ. Help me reflect his grace to others all my days. In 

Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

Prayer for the New Year  
Eternal God, a thousand years in your sight are like a watch in the night. As you have led us in days past, 

so guide us now and always, that our hearts may learn to choose your will, and new resolves be 

strengthened; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who live s and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.    
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