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                   Sixth Sunday after Pentecost                                                        

                        July 5, 2026 * 10:30 AM  

Gathering 

Prelude     “He Is Exalted”                                   arr. Mark Hayes 

Welcome and Announcements                      Lee Williams         
          
*Call to Worship                                Rom. 7:24-25 
    Who will save us from the ways of death? 
            Jesus Christ our Lord; thanks be to God! 
           
*Hymn No. 45    “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”      NETTLETON 

*Opening Prayer                                        
God of the covenant, in our baptism you called us to proclaim 
the coming of your kingdom. Give us courage like you gave the 
apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and peace 
in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ our 
redeemer, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

  
Call to Confession                                                      1 Tim. 1:14-15                                               

The grace of God overflows for us through Christ Jesus who 
came into the world to save sinners. Trusting in God’s grace, 
let us confess our sin.  
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Prayer of Confession   
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our 
failure to be what you created us to be. You alone know 
how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in 
wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. By your loving 
mercy, help us to live in your light and abide in your ways, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

Declaration of Forgiveness   
Friends, hear the good news! God is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, showing 
compassion to all. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

                                                  
Summary of the Law                                                John 13:34
    Hear the teaching of Christ: 
    I give you a new commandment, that you love one another             
    as I have loved you.  
                                              

Word 

Prayer for Illumination  
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your Word is 
proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 
Amen.  

           
Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 24:34-36, 42-49, 58-67 

New Testament Reading:  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Sermon:  “Watching from the Sidelines”                                Tommy Suttle 

    



*Affirmation of Faith      The Apostles’ Creed       

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
will come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.                  

*Hymn No. 805   “Glory Be to the Father”                       GREATOREX                         
(Gloria Patri)  

*Hymn No. 622  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”       CONVERSE
  
The Invitation to the Offering                                                   Ps. 24:1           
 The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it, the world and those 

who live in it. Let us return to God the offerings of our life and 
the gifts of the earth.  

      
Offertory   “America, the Beautiful”                     arr. John Carter 

*Hymn No. 809   “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” OLD HUNDREDTH 
DOXOLOGY 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving      
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  our selves, 
our time, and our possessions. Use us and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love; through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                        
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
Sending 

*Hymn No. 417  “My Country, ’Tis of Thee”                        AMERICA 
                                                                                                              
*Charge and Benediction                            

Postlude      “To God Be the Glory”                       arr. Lloyd Larson 
      
*Please stand as you are able. 

Announcements 

Welcome to worship! 
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst! To our 
visitors, we offer a special welcome and invite you to join us again 
soon. Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place it in the 
offering plate when passed.  

Welcome, Tommy Suttle! 
Today we welcome our guest preacher, Tommy Suttle! Tommy grew 
up in the Presbytery of Mississippi in Jackson. While attending 
Mississippi State University, he was hired part time for the first time in 
ministry at J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church. Thirty-six years, 
a wife, and five kids later, Tommy continues on in ministry as the 
Director of Discipleship at Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Hattiesburg.  



Guest Minister and Communion Next Sunday 
Please join us next Sunday as we welcome the Reverend Chris 
Richardson to lead worship and preside at Communion. Rev. Alston is 
on vacation and will return to the office on July 13.  

2026 Vacation Bible School:  July 21-23, 2026 
You are invited to Adventure Island! Vacation Bible School 2026:  
Discovery on Adventure Island will be held July 21-23 (Tuesday 
through Thursday) from 5:00-7:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Children 
ages three through rising sixth graders are invited to come for Bible 
study, music, arts and crafts, recreation, and lots of fun! Please 
contact Melisa DeCoux or the church office to register.  

Pastoral Care Information Forms 
All J.J. White members and friends are invited to complete a Pastoral 
Care Information Form, available at the sanctuary entrances. By 
sharing important information such as contact details, emergency 
information, and preferences, you will help Rev. Alston provide 
meaningful and thoughtful pastoral care. Please take a form, complete 
as much or as little of it as you would like, and return it to Rev. Alston 
or the church office by Rally Day, August 9. Thank you! 

Summer Challenge:  Memorize Psalm 100! 
As you enjoy the summer of 2026, you are invited to take part in a 
summer challenge:  Memorize Psalm 100! This beloved (and brief) 
psalm calls us to worship with joy and gratitude, reminding us that we 
belong to God and that God’s love endures forever. “Rewards” for 
memorizing the psalm are in baskets at the sanctuary entrances. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD!  

 Rev. Cassie Alston   Moderator 
 Beth Wild                 Clerk of Session 
 Harrell Ables            Evangelism 
 Nicky Barr                Property 
 Sam Daniel              Finance/Stewardship 

Robbie DeCoux       Missions/Christian Ed. 
Sarah Ross             Government 
Karen Sanders        Congregational Care 
Susan White            Fellowship 
Lee Williams            Worship

The Session 2026



Record from Last Sunday     Attendance:  60     Offering: $3,805.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:  Today’s flowers are given by Nancy and Harrell 
Ables in memory of Charles Ray and in honor of Carolyn Ray.  

Upcoming Events 

        

    

      

Reflection and Prayers  

Question for Reflection: 
How have you experienced God’s steadfast love? (Ps. 145:8) 

Household Prayer:  Morning 
Loving God, I receive this new day as a gift from you. Help me to see 
signs today of your compassion, which over all you have made. 
Please keep me mindful to watch for ways in which I can ease others’ 
burdens and give them rest, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Household Prayer:  Evening 
Caring God, thank you for my journey through this day. Whatever 
conflict I may feel within about what I did and did not do, I give you 
you to carry for me now, and I let you give me rest. Amen.  

Wednesday, 7/1  7:15 AM  Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
       (Fellowship Hall) 

Sunday, 7/5  9:00 AM  Breakfast  
       (Ewell Martin Room) 
    9:30 AM  Sunday School 
    10:30 AM  Worship:   
       Rev. Chris Richardson; 
       Communion



Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
Serve the LORD with gladness;  
come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the LORD is God. 
It is he that made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving  
and his courts with praise. 
Give thanks to him; bless his name. 

For the LORD is good; 
his steadfast love endures forever 
and his faithfulness to all generations.  
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