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 He is the reflection of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 

and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
Hebrews 1:3a



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

 From Waiting to Serving

Both our boys did their time working in food service 
while they were in school and at other times in their 
lives.  Pizza places in high school.  Resorts in Florida 
where they actually made a living for a while.  Most of it 
was hard, thankless work.  We’re thankful they’ve 
moved on to other things.

	
 Sometime while they were doing that work, the 
terminology changed.  They both started out being 
waiters.  Sometime along the way, they became servers.  
I’d never thought much about those terms until I began 
to think about Advent this year.

	
 I don’t wait very well.  I guess I could wait tables 
if I needed to, (Lord I hope I don’t have to!) but waiting 
for things to happen is not my favorite thing.  I much 
prefer to make things happen than to wait for them.  
This season brings plenty of opportunities to do things, 
some of them fun, and some of them necessary, but 
staying busy in December is rarely a problem.  Even 
with all the activity, there is still a lot of waiting during 
these days leading up to Christmas.  Will that package 
arrive?  Should I have sprung for two day shipping?  Will 
that special person like the gift we’ve selected?  Will the 
people we hope to see get to come?  Will we get to go 
where we plan?  Lots of things require us to wait and 
see.
The season of Advent is designed to help the Church 
wait.  Each week, we’ll hear from the Prophets and from 

others who have important things to 
say about this Savior for whom we 
wait.  I wonder how churches that 
don’t observe this season celebrate 
Christmas when it comes without 
having time to prepare for it.

They probably wonder what we’re doing during this 
season, too.

	
 One way to make our waiting more meaningful 
is by finding ways to serve during this season.  The 
Church always presents us with ways to serve.  In this 
season, we can ring bells for the Salvation Army.  We 
can help with our Children’s ADVENTure program on 
Saturday morning, December 12.  We can help with Flo 
Boyd’s annual Christmas party for children in our 
community.  Some will lead us in worship at the Advent 
Wreath.  Others will sing in the choir or help with 
children and youth programs.  Some deliver 
homebound meals every Wednesday.  Others prepare 
that meal for those at home and for those of us who 
eat here.  There are plenty of opportunities to serve 
during this season.   Staying busy while we wait helps 
make our waiting time more meaningful.

	
 This season will end at Christmas, but our 
waiting continues.  When Jesus comes among us at 
Christmas, our waiting shifts from waiting for him to 
waiting to see what he will call us to do and to be.  So 
it seems we are always waiting, whether we’re good at 
it or not.  The Good News is that opportunities to be 
servers continue into the New Year.  The MICA Food 
Pantry always needs volunteers.  June Moak will be glad 
to sign you up.  The Excel by 5 Program always needs 
people to help children be ready to learn when they get 
to school.  All kinds of other programs in our church 
and in our community welcome volunteers.  

While we are waiting to see what God will do next, 
serving gives meaning and purpose to our waiting.  
I hope we’ll all find ways to serve while we wait.



      
 

             

                Music Notes
 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

We’ve sung “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” so it 
must be Advent!  For those of us who pattern our 
lives around worship, music is always an important 
part of our celebration.  It signals the change in 
seasons and helps us to express our praise in 
meaningful ways.

This season, we’ll have two opportunities to 
experience music in worship.  On Sunday, December 
13, our children and youth will lead us.  The children 
will sing the introit that morning.  The youth have a 
play called Just a Little Christmas to contribute to 
worship that morning.  It will feature some singing, 
and the kids plan to play handbells in that service, 
too.  They have invited the younger children to join 
them as animals in the play, so we’ve found a song 
for the animals to sing while they’re with us.  It’ll be 
a fun morning.  Invite friends to join you.

The following Sunday, on December 20, our choir 
will lead us through a service of Lessons and Carols.  
This service is modeled after a tradition that 

began in the late 1800’s in England when the 
Bishop of Truro designed a service of nine readings 
from Scripture and carols and songs to help express 
their message.  We will not read all nine lessons, but 
will have five lessons and carols to guide us to the 
manger in Bethlehem where Jesus was born and we 
experienced God’s grace and peace.  We’ll invite the 
congregation to join us on a couple of seasonal 
hymns, and there will be a brief homily from Bob.  
Again, invite your friends and family to join us for this 
special holiday time of worship.

Special thanks to the choir and to Roger, our 
organist, for all their hard work in preparing for this 
service.  We look forward to celebrating the season 
with you.  

The choir will sing at the early service on Christmas 
Eve at 6:00 pm.  

Merry Christmas to all who worship with us and 
best wishes for a New Year filled with praises to sing.



New Member Welcomed

On a recent Sunday, Reverend Phelps introduced Dottie 
Heiss to our congregation as a new member.  Dottie and 
her husband Bob, now deceased, moved to McComb when 
their home in Pass Christian was destroyed by Hurricane 
Katrina.  Their dear friends, Debbie and Clem Stovall were 
living in Pass Christian in the same neighborhood as the 
Heisses prior to Katrina, and when they returned to 
McComb Dottie and Bob decided to make the move as 
well.  

Dottie is happy to be a part of our church family, and we 
are so pleased she has come our way!

Special Visitors

It was good to have Bob and Deanna’s 
son, Kyle, along with Kyle’s fiancée, 
Maranda Cranford, visiting with us during 
the Thanksgiving weekend.  Kyle and 
Maranda, who both live in Birmingham, 
have set their wedding date for October 
29, 2016. 

We will keep them in our thoughts and 
prayers in the coming months as the date 
of their wedding approaches.



2015 JJ White MPC Advent 
“Wonder of Wonders”

Here are some special worship and nurture events 
you’ll want to know about this season:

December 6, Second Sunday in Advent - The Sacrament of 
Communion - Join us for this special celebration of 
Communion to help us prepare both for the coming of the 
Christ Child and the promised coming of Christ as Lord.

Saturday, December 12 - Saturday morning 9-12 
ADVENTure for Children - Children are invited to join us 
in the Fellowship Hall for some special activities while 
parents take care of holiday business.  See Melisa DeCoux 
to see how you can help with this event.

December 13, Third Sunday in Advent - Youth and Children’s Program - You won’t want to 
miss drama and music from our children and youth this Sunday.  The youth have even dusted 
off the handbells and promise a special selection on them.  

December 20, Fourth Sunday in Advent - Lessons and Carols with the Choir-
Scripture and music will guide us to Bethlehem on this Sunday before Christmas.  The choir 
has worked hard to prepare for this special service.  Our resident readers, Andrew and Melisa 
DeCoux, will inspire us with God’s Word.  Invite friends to join us for this special holiday 
celebration.

December 24, Christmas Eve Worship (6:00 and 11:00 p.m.) - 
Plan around your gatherings with family and friends for either an early or late worship time 
with us.   The service will include the Sacrament of Communion, candles, the Christmas Story 
from Luke, and all the things we expect to experience on Christmas Eve.  Bring visiting family 
and friends for a special time together. 

The Advent Wreath
The Advent Wreath is an important part of our worship each year.            
This year families and groups from our congregation will guide us to greater 
understanding of our Wonder of Wonders theme each Sunday morning during 
worship.



 The first Sunday of Advent - JJ White begins the celebration 
of this holy season...

Above Carson (l.), Charlie, Emily, Andrea, Gracie, Britt, and Steven 
light the first Advent candle of 2015.

At left, children and 
parents decorate the 
Chrismon tree as a part of 
the “hanging of the green”
service.  The Chrismons 
used on the tree have been 
made and remade by 
members of our 
congregation through the 
years.  Chrismons are 
symbols of all the phases of 
the life and ministry of 
Jesus, our Savior, and of 
other times in our life of 
faith.



Wednesdays during Advent, December 2, 9, 16, and 23
 Adults will participate in a study called Wonder of Wonders.  Each week we’ll gather a!er supper 
to "plore some t"ts of Scripture that help us "perience the wonder of the Advent season.  We’ll "plore 
some words from the prophets and some words from the Gospels.  Please plan to join us.  
 Supper starts at 5:30, and there are special activities for youth and children each week.   Choir 
rehearsal follows at 6:30 pm.

❖  Donations received no later than December 9th will be listed in the Sunday bulletins on Dec. 13, 
20, and 24.

❖ For those wishing to give a poinsettia, please allow $12 per plant.
❖ The poinsettias will be in the sanctuary Dec. 11 - 24, and may be removed by donors 
       or their designees on the 24th.

Honoring and Remembering
J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church welcomes donations to any of the church funds 
honoring and remembering loved ones during the 2015 Celebration of Christmas

   

       Name  ___________________________________________

__I would like to donate ___  (#) poinsettias

__I would like to donate to the ________________ Fund

      In Honor of  ________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

 In Memory of ______________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________

Stewardship Update...

To date, 37 individuals and families have pledged $154,300 
toward the 2016 Church Budget.  If you have not yet turned in 
your estimate of giving for next year, please do so at your 
earliest convenience.  The Session will soon complete work on 
the budget and will present it to the congregation in early 2016.  
Working and giving together, we can accomplish great things for 
God’s work beginning here in our community.



        
           Presbyterian Women of JJ White met on Tuesday, November 10, with 16 women attending.

  
Business included a vote to contribute $100 to Mission Haven. Owned and operated by 
Presbyterian Women in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina and 
Tennessee, Mission Haven is a 501C3 organization which provides a home away from 
home for missionaries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) working in one of many 
countries around the world.

The 21st Annual Winter Retreat of PW of the Mississippi Presbytery is set for January 15-16, 
2016, will be held at St. Mary of the Pines, Chatawa.  Contact Suzi Drummond for 
more info about attending.

           The next meeting of PW of JJ White is on Tuesday, December 8, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
	
  For the Advent season the women will have a “potluck” luncheon with Rev. Bob Phelps leading the  
	
 devotional.  All women are invited to attend.

The Session held its regular meeting for November on the 8th at 
6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin Room.  Elder Margy Wicker was ill and 
excused.  All other members of the Session were present.  Actions 
taken at the meeting include:

✤ approval of minutes and financial statements.
✤ called a meeting with Session members and Scout leaders regarding building use.
✤  setSaturday, January 16, 2016, as the date for the annual Session planning retreat.
✤ noted that Bob will serve as a delegate to Synod in Tennessee on January 25, 2016.
✤ reviewed the holiday schedule for staff and programs.
✤ heard updates on various projects of the Property Committee.
✤ heard reminders about the budget process.
✤ approved the employment of Sandra Nelson as custodian for the sanctuary building.
✤ Whitney Jones will continue to serve as custodian for the office and fellowship hall        
building.
✤ heard a report from the Mission Committee on plans for the 2016 Mission 
Conference.

The Session meets monthly.  The December meeting will be on December 13, at
 6:00 p.m. in the Ewell Martin Room.  If you have questions or items for discussion, 
please see Bob or another member of the Session.

Session
Report



Thanks to everyone who contributed in some 
way to the Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox ministry for 2015!  There were 88 
boxes filled and ready to go as a result of 
this effort.  Thanks to Allison Allred, 
Melisa DeCoux, and Sara Beth Williams for 
managing this project.  

88 Shoeboxes!!!

Lydia, Whit, as well as other JJW 
children, helped with the project.

Our shoeboxes were packed to the top 
ready to be taken to the local distribution 
center where boxes are prepared for 
shipping to children at destinations around 
the globe.

Thanks to all who 
attended our potato 
bar youth fundraiser. 
We appreciate your 

support!
 We are looking 
forward to our 

Christmas Skit and 
Handbell Performance 
on December 13 and 
are also planning a 

youth Christmas party 
on that date - time 

and place to be 
announced.

 Merry Christmas to 
our church family!

a note of thanks from Amanda 
and the youth group...



 6 Susan White
13 Carol Rawlings, Keri Gatlin
20 Meredith Singley
27 Melisa DeCoux, Marissa Nance

FLOWERS

USHERS/GREETERS
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham          
Johnny Nance

ELDER of the MONTH 
Melisa DeCoux

December Schedules         

 MEN’S  INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
 BREAKFAST GROUP
 2 Noggin Wild, Jeff Frank
  9 Dale Perdeye, Whit Whittington
16 Kennon Singley, Joseph Spurgeon
23 Bob Phelps, Kit Stovall
30 Renan Richmond, Rick Penick

 6 Advent
13 Advent
20 Poinsettias
27 Poinsettias

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

6  Kristen Allred
    Delores Feldman
7  Bob Phelps
    Betty Ott
    Carol Rawlings
    Colin Catchings
    Emily Alford
9  Tommy Walman
10  J. W. Burt 
11  Marie Catchings
14  Sharon Burke
     Carol Wood
15  Bob Arnold
16  Eleanor White
17  Chip Gibbes
21  Sue Sullivan
     Norma Williams
25  Billie Nance
27  Hunter Nance
28  Jacob Ray
29  Rusten Lewis
     Phillip Nance
30  Julia Arnold

December

  6 Sharon White
  13 Susan White
  20 Mary Ann Ratcliff
  27 Linda Miller

SUNDAY MORNING 
BREAKFAST

Happy 
Birthday

to...

January

2  Nancy McElwee
3  Beverly Nelson
7  Joan McDaniel
9  Lily Warshauer
10 Ann Jackson
    Toni James
15 Mark Statham
17 Tommy Morgan
18 Prudence McGehee
23  Ralph Brock
25  Tommy Ratcliff
30  Bill Jones
31  Henry Gibbes IV
     Roger Nickerson



1 2

7:15 a.m      
Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

3
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am 

noon:  MICA 
Lunch

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

4 5

6 
Second Sunday 

of Advent

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship

Sacrament of 
Communion

7 8

Presbyterian 

Women 

11:30 a.m 
Fellowship 

Hall

9

7:15 a.m      
Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

10

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

11 12

Children’s 
“Adventure”

(Advent activities 
and fun)

13
Third Sunday of 

Advent
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship 

Children and 
Youth’s program

14 15 16

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

17
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

18 19

20
Fourth Sunday 

of Advent
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship       

Lessons and Carols 
with the choir 

21 22 23

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

24

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight
services at 
6 and 11 p.m.

25 26

27   MICA

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship            

28 29 30 31

    Sunday      Monday       Tuesday    Wednesday    Thursday     Friday       Saturday         

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
2 Corinthians 9:15 (NRSV)

December
2015

Christmas Day


