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Our worship during Advent focuses on waiting for the coming of Christ.
When we gather on Christmas Eve,
December 2019
we celebrate the fulﬁllment of our hopes in Christ, our Savior. Here’s the schedule for this season:
December 1 - First Sunday in Advent
Hanging of the Green—Communion
Sermon: It All Depends on How We Use It (from Isaiah 2:1-6)
December 8 - Second Sunday in Advent
Sermon: From Four Corners
December 15 - Third Sunday in Advent
Our Children will sing in this service.
Sermon: Then… (from Isaiah 35:1-10)
December 22 - Fourth Sunday in Advent
A Service of Lessons and Carols featuring our choir.
Sermon: A Sign (from Isaiah 7:10-16)
December 24 - Christmas Eve
6 pm service will include the choir; 11 pm service will have other special music
Both services will include Communion
Sermon: Treasure, Ponder, Return (from Luke 2:1-20)

a word from our pastor....
Reverend Bob Phelps

Confident Waiting

I hope all of you have a friend like the one I’m thinking about. Whenever this person tells me
he’s going to do something, I mark that thing off my list of things to worry about. I know that if
he said he’ll do it, he will. I don’t have to remind him. I don’t have to make alternate plans. If he
says he’ll do it, all I have to do is wait.
That is, of course, the hard part. Waiting. As faithful and trustworthy as my friend is, what if this
is the one time he forgets or gets busy or something else takes priority? What will I do if I have
to scramble to get things done at the last minute? What if they don’t get done at all?
Advent is all about waiting, and most of us don’t wait very well. Having a friend like mine has
taught me to wait with confidence and not fear. That’s the kind of waiting God wants us to
experience during these days leading up to Christmas. Advent is a strange season. We wait for
the coming of the Christ, who has already come in the form of the Baby of Bethlehem. For
generations, God had promised a Savior, the Messiah, and in the fullness of time, that Savior came.
Not in power or might, but in the form a defenseless baby born at an inopportune time
and place, but born to save us all from our sin. I don’t know what it might have been like to have
lived in the time of the prophets who told people about the Savior who was coming. People
lived and died in faith and never saw the fulfillment of their hope. But they believed God’s
promises were sure. And they were!
We also wait for Christ to come again during Advent. For as long as I can remember, people
have been saying the time is near. We wonder sometimes how much longer God will wait until
God decides to bring an end to what we know and usher in what for which we hope. People
have lived and died in faith for generations waiting for this promise to be fulfilled. It will come
when God says it is time. Maybe tomorrow. Maybe not for another ten thousand years.
Waiting is never easy. Just ask a child as Christmas approaches. But our waiting is grounded in
the faithfulness of God. We wait for that Baby, and we wait for the return of that Savior knowing
that God is faithful and that what God has promised will come. Join us as we wait confidently in
worship during these Advent Sundays.
Grace and Peace,
Bob

Music Notes

from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

Those of you who are not singers have no idea how much work goes into the choir’s contribution to
worship each week. When Advent and Christmas rolls around, that steps up considerably as we
have extra opportunities to sing. I remember years ago when I was a singer and an accompanist
for the choir and not the director. As Christmas drew closer, the stress level increased. We had
extra rehearsals. There was also that one rehearsal, regardless of how long we had been preparing,
when it sounded as if we were singing those pieces for the ﬁrst time. Tempers would ﬂare. Tension
would mount. By the time the time to sing came, everyone just wanted to sing those blamed songs
and get them over with!
I vowed then that if I ever had a leadership role, we wouldn’t work that way. Your choir has been
working on pieces for Advent and Christmas since
September. We sing a little of this one and a little of that
one week after week. Some of the pieces we will sing at
Lessons and Carols on December 22 are things we have
done before, so we haven’t had to work quite as hard on
those. Others are new. The piece we’ll sing on Christmas
Eve is brand new to all of us, but we have enjoyed learning
it together. I am always amazed that somehow all our
hard work pays oﬀ, and it all comes together.
Our purpose for singing is diﬀerent than that of other kinds of choirs. While we want to do the
best we can, our goal is not to perform, but to oﬀer these anthems as gifts to God in loving response
for all that God continues to do in our lives. We still have some work to do on a few pieces, but I
am conﬁdent that they will all come together between now and December 22. I hope you’ll be with
us each week of Advent. The children will sing on December 15. Merry Christmas; and
remember that there is always room in the choir for new singers!

F.Y.I.
Community Thanksgiving Service a Big Hit !
We h o s t e d t h e D o w n t o w n C h u rc h e s ’
Thanksgiving Worship Service on Sunday evening,
November 24. Worshipers and worship leaders
came from our church, First Christian, Centenary
United Methodist, Church of the Mediator/
Redeemer Episcopal , and St. Alphonsus Catholic
Churches.
Members and friends of other
churches in the community also worshiped with
us. This was the first time we have had this
service in several years, and we hope to make it
an annual event. The offering for the Food Pantry
at MICA was $1131.39. We are grateful for the
opportunity to worship together and to jointly
help MICA serve our community.
Presbyterian Women Plan Christmas Meeting
The Presbyterian Women (Day
Group) will meet on Tuesday,
December 10, at 11:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall.
The December
meeting features a pot luck lunch, so
bring a favorite dish and join us. Our
pastor will bring us a seasonal devotion for our
program, and we’ll enjoy fellowship time together.
We invite all women of the church to come to
this meeting, even if you’re not a regular PW
participant. Who knows, you might decide to
come back!
Holiday Outreach Opportunities
This season of the year offers us particular
opportunities to serve others. We have several
options this year:
★Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army:
We are a Kettle Sponsor this year, so we’ll be
ringing Salvation Army bells three days:
December 3 at Kroger, December 9 at Wal-Mart
and on December 16.
Sign-up sheets are
available in the Church Office or in the sanctuary
on Sundays. Thanks for helping us help our
community in this important way.

★Flo’s Angels Christmas Party:
This
annual event to help underprivileged children
continues the tradition that the late Flo Boyd
started years ago. Some special friends of hers
continue this event which will be on December
14 in the Fellowship Hall this year. Several folks
in our congregation support this event
financially and with their presence. If
you’d like more information about how
you can help see Janet Stewart or the
Church Office.
★Angel Tree Angels: At least one of our
Sunday School groups and our youth will adopt
angels from the Salvation Army’s Angel tree. If
you’d like to do this too, contact Brenda at the
Salvation Army or the Church Office.
Christmas Caroling
Plan to join us on Sunday afternoon, December
15 at 4:30 pm. (The Saints play on Monday that
week!) We’ll meet at the church
and go out Christmas Caroling.
We’ll visit with some of our
homebound and other members.
Then we’ll come back to the
Fellowship Hall for a time of
fellowship. Plan to bring cookies or other treats
to share with our friends and for our fellowship
time afterwards.
Thanks for MICA Christmas Cakes

Thanks to all who brought cakes for the
MIC A Christmas Lunch, held in our
Fellowship Hall on Thursday, December 5.
This annual event is an opportunity for MICA
to express its appreciation to volunteers and
supporters. We are happy to serve as hosts
for the event every year. Your providing
dessert is a big help to making this event a
special time for all who attend.

Hanging of the Green
We all enjoy our annual Hanging of the Green Service when we begin the process of
decorating the sanctuary for the Advent and Christmas seasons. The real work happens
before and after that service. This year Deb Richardson was in charge of that process. She
was helped by Debbie Stovall, Ann Jackson, Sharon White, Gail McGowan, and Billy Smith.
Thanks to these for helping us enjoy the beauty of this special season.

A Sendoff for Steven
Steven Allred will be leaving on December 9 to
begin basic training for the Marine Corps in North
Carolina. Please keep Steven and his family in your
prayers during this important new beginning for all
of them. We will be in touch about how we can
stay in touch and encourage Steven while he trains.
Pictured are veterans of the Marine Corps - Dennis Ross (l.)
and Bobby Reeves with Steven and Reverend Phelps as the
congregation promises Steven their support and prayers.
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The Session held its regular meeting for November on the 17th after
worship in the Ewell Martin Room. Elders Suzi Drummond, Noggin
Wild, Ray Salter, Andrew DeCoux, Wayne Hutchison, Amanda Lewis
November
and the Moderator, our Pastor were present. Elders Will Kimmel,
Session Report
Margaret Ann Macloud, and Whitney Rawlings were excused.
Elders-elect Tommy Ratcliff, Joseph Spurgeon, Rusty Whittington,
and Beth Wild were also present.
Actions taken at the meeting include:
✦ approval of minutes and financial statements.
✦ heard an early report on pledges.
✦ reviewed the calendar of upcoming events.
✦ noted the purchase of a new laptop computer for the pastor.
✦ heard reports from the Christian Education, Government, Mission, and Property
Committees.
✦ reminded elders to submit budget information to Wayne and Bob so that we can have a
draft to review in December.
The Session meets monthly. The December meeting will be on Sunday, December 15,
following worship.
Please keep these who plan and direct the ministry of our
congregation in your prayers.

December Schedules
Sunday Breakfast
8 Bill Mitchell
15 Carol Rawlings
22 Hutchison Crew
29 Sharon White

Men’s Interdenominational Breakfast Group
4 Rick, Jim
11 Bob, Clem
18 Jimmy C., Whitney, Bob Hensarling
25 Christmas

Children's Church
8 Lee Williams
15 Carol Rawlings
22 Melissa DeCoux
29 Ally Allred

December 2019
Sunday
1

Monday
2

Tuesday

4

3

Advent and Christmas Schedule on p. 1
of this newsletter.

9

8
9:00 light
breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Morning
Worship

10
Presbyterian
Women
(Day Group)

11:30 a.m.
Fellowship
Hall

16

15

17

9:00 light
breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Morning
Worship

23

9:00 light
breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Morning
Worship

29 MICA
9:00 light
breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Morning
Worship

24

13

14

18

19

20

21

7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast

Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

27

28

11
7:15 a.m.

Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday
Activities
5:30 Supper
6:00 Activities
for All
6:30 Choir

25
Christmas
Eve

Day

Happy

New Year’s
Eve

Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

26

Christmas

31

Saturday
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Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday
Activities
5:30 Supper
6:00 Activities
for All
6:30 Choir

5

Friday

7

See service
schedule in this
newsletter

30

Thursday
6

7:15 a.m.

Wednesday
Activities
5:30 Supper
6:00 Activities
for All
6:30 Choir

Session
Meets
22

Wednesday

New Year
2020

