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J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Ordination and Installation of Elders
January 18, 2026 10:30 AM

Gathering

Prelude Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  arr. Amy Tate Williams
Welcome and Announcements

Introit Make Me a Servant arr. Benjamin Harlan

*Call to Worship Ps. 40:3,5

Sing a new song, a song of thanks and praise,
for God has done wondrous deeds and is great beyond

compare!
Hymn No. 130 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing AZMON
Opening Prayer Isa. 49:6; 1 Cor. 1:4, 8

Holy God, you sent your Son to the be the light of the world, so
that all may know the brightness of your love. Fill us with your grace
this day that we too may bear witness to his light and serve your
coming reign. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Call to Confession Rom. 3:23-24
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; yet we are
justified by the gift of God’s grace through the redemption that is
ours in Jesus Christ. Trusting in God'’s grace, let us confess our
sin.



Prayer of Confession

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being,
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we
forget in the blindness of our hearts: Cleanse us from all our
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,
that with reverent and humble hearts, we may draw near to you,
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in you
our refuge and our strength, through Jesus Christ your Son.
Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness
Our righteousness is found in Christ alone, a gift of God by faith.
Beloved people of God, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ,
we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

Summary of the Law John 13:34
Hear the teaching of Christ:

| give you a new commandment, that you love one another
as | have loved you.

Word

Anthem Here | Am Lord arr. Jack Schrader

Prayer for lllumination
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy
Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your Word is
proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
Epistle Reading: | Corinthians 1:1-9

Gospel Reading: John 1:35-42



Sermon: Come and See Rev. Cassie Alston

*Hymn No. 805 Glory Be to the Father GREATOREX

Gloria Patri

*Hymn No. 568  Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated ~ HENDON

Ordination and Installation of Elders

Statement of Ordination 1 Cor. 12:5-7, 27
There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives
them.

There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same
Lord who is served.

God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s
purpose that is accomplished.

To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the
common good.

Together we are the body of Christ and individually members of
it. We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism
and marked as Christ's own by the Holy Spirit. This is our
common calling, to be disciples of Jesus Christ and servants of
our servant Lord. Within the community of the church, some are
called to particular service as ruling elders and ministers of Word
and Sacrament. Ordination is Christ’s gift to the church, assuring
that his ministry continues among us. Through ordination, God
provides for acts of care and compassion in the world, for the
ordering and governance of the church, for the preaching of the
word and celebration of the sacraments.

Noggin Wild, Clerk of Session
Representing the one holy catholic and apostolic church, the
session of J.J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church now ordains
Nicky Barr and Karen Sanders to ministry as ruling elders. The
session also installs to active service one who has been
previously ordained: ruling elder Beth Wild.



Profession of Faith

As God calls some to particular forms of ministry, God calls us all
to bear gladly the yoke of Christ given in the covenant of
Baptism. Let us, therefore, reaffirm our baptismal vows,
renouncing all that opposes God and God’s rule and affirming
the faith of the holy catholic church.

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways
of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?

| do.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and
Savior, trusting in his grace and love?

| do.

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and
showing his love?

I will, with God’s help.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith, using the words
of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God the Father AImighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; he descended into
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he will come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



Thanksgiving for Baptism

Constitutional Questions

Nicky, Karen, and Beth, in baptism, you were claimed by
the love of God, clothed in the grace of Jesus Christ, and
anointed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit to share Christ’s
mission in the world. Now you are called by God through
the voice of the church for new service and ministry in
Jesus’ name. In accordance with the Constitution of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), show your commitment to
this calling by responding to these questions:

Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior,
acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the church, and
through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit? | do.

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and
authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church
universal, and God’s Word to you? | do.

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of
the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our
church as authentic and reliable expositions of what
Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be
instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the
people of God? | do and I will.

Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ,
under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided
by our confessions? | will.

Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you
abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your
colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the
ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? | will.



Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus
Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation
of the world? | will.

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the
church? | do.

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy,
intelligence, imagination, and love? | will.

Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people,
providing for their worship, nurture, and service? Will you
share in government and discipline, serving in councils of
the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love
and justice of Jesus Christ? | will.

Noggin Wild, Clerk of Session
Do we, the members of the church, accept Nicky Barr,
Karen Sanders, and Beth Wild, chosen by God through the
voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus
Christ?
We do.

Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to
respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us,
serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?
We do.

Prayer of Ordination and Installation
Declaration of Ordination and Installation

Welcome



The Invitation to the Offering

Our God has done wondrous things, too numerous to count.
Through steadfast love and faithful care, God enriches us in
every way. Let us offer to God ourselves this day, all that we
have and all that we are, in praise and love of Christ.

Offertory Make Me a Channel of Your Peace arr. Mark Hayes
Dierdre Reynolds, alto

*Hymn No. 809 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow oLD HUNDREDTH
Doxology

* Prayer of Thanksgiving Isa. 49:6; Ps. 40:8
We give you thanks, O loving God, that you have placed in the
hearts of your faithful people the gift of generosity and the desire
to do your will. Use these our lives and these gifts to proclaim
good news to every nation and restore all people to Christ.
Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as is it in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bead. Forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.



Sending

*Hymn No. 669 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA

*Charge and Benediction

Postlude The Church’s One Foundation arr. Cindy Berry

*Please stand as you are able.

Announcements

Welcome to worship!

All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst! To our
visitors, we offer a special welcome and invite you to join us again
soon. Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place it in the
offering plate when passed.

Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders

Today is Baptism of the Lord Sunday, when we remember Jesus’
baptism and give thanks for the baptism we share with Christ. During
the worship service we will ordain and install the newly elected Ruling
Elders: Nicky Barr, Karen Sanders, and Beth Wild.



Thank you to the Ruling Elder Class of 2025!

A tremendous thank you to members of the Ruling Elder class of
2025, Tommy Brock, Linda Miller, and Noggin Wild, who have
completed their three-year term as active members of the Session.
Tommy, Linda, and Noggin have served God and this congregation
with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love, and we are deeply
grateful. Thank you, Tommy, Linda, and Noggin!

JOY Ministry

Join the Just Older Youth group in the JOY Room every Tuesday .
Devotional begins at 1:00 followed by bingo and games of your choice
until 4:00. Come and go as you please. Beverages and snhacks are
available.

Tuesday Bible Study

Please join us for fellowship and Bible study in 2026! Beginning in
January Bible study will be held on Tuesdays 11:00 AM-12:00 AM in
the Fellowship Hall. We will not meet the second Tuesday of each
month because Presbyterian Women meet that day. Rev. Alston will
lead discussion, and no advance preparation is required. Just come
with heart and mind open to listen to the Word of God!

Record from Last Sunday Attendance: 65 Offering:$2,200.00

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, 1/20 11:00 AM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday, 1/21 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Thursday, 1/22 9:00 AM Prayer Group (919 N. James St.)
5:00 PM Nutty Knitters (Ewell Martin Room)
Sunday, 1/25 9:00 AM Breakfast (Ewell Martin Room)
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship




Sanctuary Flowers
Today’s flowers are given by Dori Toler in memory of
Scott Toler’s 80t birthday in heaven.

Reflection and Prayers

Questions for Reflection:

Andrew invited his brother Simon Peter to meet Jesus, and Peter’s life
was changed forever. Do you invite others to come and see Jesus?
How do you watch and listen for those who might be seeking Jesus?
Do you trust God to give you gifts for sharing the story of your
salvation? How then do you show the world God'’s love made real in
Christ?

Household Prayer: Morning

Faithful God, you inclined your ear and heard my cry and lifted me
when | was low. Strengthen me for service as | carry your light in the
world. Amen.

Household Prayer: Evening
Jesus, fill me with your peace, that | may be strengthened to the end
and find my rest in you. Amen.
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