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                    Third Sunday after Epiphany                   
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Gathering 

Prelude      Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee       arr. Richard Kingsmore 
   
Welcome and Announcements 
                  
Introit                            Seek Ye First                    Karen Lafferty 
     
*Call to Worship            Isa. 9:2; Matt. 4:16    
  
        The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light       
 has shined. Thanks be to God! 

*Hymn No. 77       Praise to the Lord, the Almighty     LOBE DEN HERREN 

*Opening Prayer        

God, our light and our salvation, Jesus announced the nearness 
of your kingdom and called his disciples to be fishers of women 
and men. Give us courage to follow in the way of Jesus, that our 
lives may bear witness to the good news of the kingdom and our 
work serve to draw people to your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.  

Call to Confession                Rom. 3:23-24 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; yet we are 
justified by the gift of God’s grace through the redemption that is 
ours in Jesus Christ. Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our 
sin.   
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Prayer of Confession                                                         1 Cor. 1:10  
      

Almighty God, we confess that we have not been faithful to 
you in our thoughts and actions. We have been selfish in 
our desires and quarrelsome in our relationships. We have 
allowed fear to divide us from those who seem different and 
let distrust separate us from our brothers and sisters. Shine 
your light into our darkened hearts. Save us from our 
divisive ways. Unite us in the same mind as Jesus Christ 
who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit in perfect harmony. 
Amen.   

Declaration of Forgiveness                                                    Isa. 9:4  
                                 

God offers forgiveness to those who turn to God in true 
repentance. Therefore, trust in God, who breaks the bonds of our 
oppression and covers us in mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

Summary of the Law                                                 John 13:34  
          
 Hear the teaching of Christ: 
 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another     
 as I have loved you.  

Word 

Anthem    The Gift of Love          arr. Hal Hopson 
  



Prayer for Illumination        

Holy God, illumine our minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that as the Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, our 
eyes may see your kingdom, our ears may hear the call of 
Jesus, and our hearts may know the joy of your salvation. In 
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.   
  

Scripture:  Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27; Matthew 4:12-23 
            
Sermon:                           Take Courage      Rev. Cassie Alston  

*Affirmation of Faith                       The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and      
 earth. 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he will 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

*Hymn No. 805             Glory Be to the Father                   GREATOREX                                
(Gloria Patri) 

*Hymn No. 562      Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies              DIX                     



The Invitation to the Offering        

God, the source of all good things, has given us what we need. 
In joyful response, let us offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors and 
the dedication of our hearts for loving service in the name of 
Jesus Christ.  
   

Offertory   Wherever He Leads I’ll Go         arr. Stan Pethel 
  
*Hymn No. 809   Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    OLD HUNDREDTH        
(Doxology)  

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  
 God of our salvation, receive our lives and these gifts and bless 

them for the work of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

   
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 …God of light, hear our prayer.  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen.  



Sending 

*Hymn No. 576 (vv.1,2,4)   I Have Decided to Follow Jesus          ASSAM             

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude     I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light     arr. Mark Hayes  
    
*Please stand as you are able                                      

    Announcements 

Welcome to worship! 
All who worship here are joyfully welcomed into our midst! To our 
visitors, we offer a special welcome and invite you to join us again 
soon. Please fill out the blue card in your pew and place it in the 
offering plate when passed.  

Communion and MICA Collection Sunday  
Next Sunday, February 1, we will celebrate Communion and collect 
donations for the food pantry at McComb Interdenominational Care 
Association (MICA). MICA provides critical nutrition to hungry 
individuals and families in Pike County. From the Lord’s Table, we are 
sent to feed others as we have been fed. Please give generously to 
MICA next Sunday! 

JOY Ministry 
Join the Just Older Youth group in the JOY Room every Tuesday. 
Devotional begins at 1:00 followed by bingo and games of your choice 
until 4:00. Come and go as you please. Beverages and snacks are 
available.  



Souper Bowl  
Come to our SOUPER BOWL lunch in the Fellowship Hall right after 
the morning worship service on Sunday, February 8. Bring a salad, 
dessert, or your crock pot of soup and join the fun! Sign-up sheets are 
on the front pew. We’ll also be collecting non-perishable items for the 
MICA food pantry. Canned food, paper products, tuna, macaroni and 
cheese, and peanut butter are always needed. Thank you!  

Record from Last Sunday    Attendance: 64 Offering: $15,778.00 

Upcoming Events 

        

           

Reflection and Prayers 

Tuesday, 1/27  4: 00 PM  Tuesday Night Meals for the Hungry  
(Ewell Martin Room) 

           11:00 PM  Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
    4:00 PM  Worship Committee Meeting (office) 
Wednesday, 1/28  7:15 AM  Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
Thursday, 1/29  5:00 PM  Nutty Knitters (Ewell Martin Room)  
Sunday, 2/1   9:00 AM  Breakfast (Ewell Martin Room) 

9:30 AM  Sunday School                                         
                                      10:30 AM  Worship:  Communion and MICA Sunday                        
                    11:45 AM                 Session Meeting (Joy Room)



Reflection and Prayers 

Questions for Reflection: 
What does Jesus mean when he calls his followers to be “fishers of 
people”? What must I leave behind to be a faithful disciple of Jesus? 

Household Prayer:  Morning 
Lord Jesus, you call me to be a faithful disciple. Enable me to hear 
your voice above the distractions of this day, to see each challenge as 
an opportunity for faithful witness, and to offer myself in obedient 
service in all that I do. Amen.  

Household Prayer:  Evening 
Your face, O Lord, have I sought this day and your beauty I have 
beheld. I have seen you in the face of the stranger and beheld your 
beauty in creation. Thank you and keep me aware. Amen.  

Sanctuary Flowers:  Today’s flowers are given in memory of Jeanie 
Moak and Sylvia Harris.  
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