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 Welcome one another, therefore,                     
just as Christ has welcomed you,                           

for the glory of God.
                                                                                             Romans 15:7 NRSV



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

Off and Running for 2016

Whew!  Where did January go?  I’ll admit that I’m 
not usually a big fan of January.   Christmas is over.  
It’s cold.  It rains a lot, sometimes snows.  Bowl and 
playoff games are over early in the month.  Those of 
us who follow basketball have games to watch, but 
it’s not like football season.  And then there is 
usually a case or two of the crud to contend with. 
All in all, January doesn’t offer much to get excited 
about.

But this January has come and gone.  Quickly!  In 
worship, we began the year by celebrating Christ, 
the Light of the World.  We remembered and 
reaffirmed our baptismal covenant.  Now we have 
launched off into another journey with Jesus 
through places he will call us to go this year.  Study 
groups have begun and continued efforts to know 
more of God’s Word and its promise.  Youth and 
children are engaged in learning and serving.  The 
Session held its annual planning and praying retreat 
and set some priorities and dreamed some dreams 
for our ministry together.  Maybe January is not so 
bad after all.

Whatever January has been, it has propelled us into 
2016.  Lent will begin on February 10, and we will 
begin that annual journey to the cross, stopping 
along the way to deepen our faith and give thanks 
for the grace of God which we experience in Jesus 
Christ.  Easter will come early this year on March 
27, and we will celebrate Resurrection with all the 
gifts and resources God supplies.  Youth Sunday will 
follow soon, and another school year will draw to a 
close, giving us opportunities to grow and serve 

together in summer.  Before we know it, we’ll be 
setting out on a new fall season of teaching and 
learning together, and this year, the beginning of 
which we are still celebrating, will draw to a close 
leaving us with all kinds of questions about where it 
went. 

Time becomes more and more precious the older 
we get.  I remember when people used to tell me 
that and I had no idea what they were talking about.  
From my current perspective, I wonder how much 
more quickly time can pass, but I don’t ask for fear 
I’ll find out.  

Paul guided lots of people in faith and discipleship.  
His relationship with Timothy, a younger colleague 
in ministry offers helpful counsel for all of us.  He 
writes, “Proclaim the message; be persistent 
whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; 
convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost 
patience in teaching.” (2 Timothy 4:2)  I’m sure 
there were times in the early church, just as there 
are times now, when it would have been much 
easier to give up.  People were busy; they had other 
things on their minds.  Lives were rich and full then 
just as they are now.  But Paul’s advice for Timothy 
and for all of us was to continue to be faithful to 
share God’s love with everyone, and to be patient 
about doing it.  

We have much to look forward to as this year 
continues to unfold.  Pray with me that we will 
continue to be faithful to God’s call, and that we will 
be patient as we respond.  

                          Grace and Peace,
                                    Bob
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                Music Notes
 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

The sound of things in the choir room has changed a little in recent days.  No, we 
haven’t been swamped with new singers who change the quality of our singing, and 
we thankfully haven’t lost singers, changing our singing in other ways.  We have 
begun to prepare music for the Lenten and Easter seasons.  The very nature of 
that music is different.  Not all of it is sad.  Not all of it is about the cross 
and its sacrifice.  Some of it is.  We’ll be singing one particularly beautiful (or at 
least I think so) piece called, “Fall, Slow Tears.”  It calls us to reflect on the 
lengths to which God was willing to go to save us, the path Jesus was willing to 
walk to accomplish God’s plan.  One of the first times we sang it someone in the 
choir who will remain nameless said, “I hope we learn that one quickly.  I’m not 
sure how many times I can take it!”  

A lot of work you never see goes into what you see and hear from the choir in 
worship each week.  We work very hard to keep the pieces we sing fresh, 
regardless of how many times we’ve sung them.  

That’s a helpful reminder to all of us as we share our faith with others.  We 
who spend our lives in the church often forget that not everyone knows the 
grace of God as we do.  As we find opportunities to share our faith with them, 
we need to always remember that they haven’t had the years and years of walking 
and talking and singing with Jesus that we’ve had.  Keeping our faith fresh as we 
share it with others is an important part of our witness as a choir and as 
individual disciples.  

Thanks for your kind words of support and encouragement.  Continue to pray for 
us as we lead worship during this year’s Lenten and Easter celebrations.



The 21st Annual Winter Retreat for Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Mississippi was 
held on January 15-16 at St. Mary of the Pines, Chatawa.  Pictured above are women from across 
the Presbytery who participated in the workshop 
led by Rev. Dr. Ashley Beaty-Perry, pastor of 
Gautier Presbyterian Church, Gautier, MS. The 
workshop theme Finding God, and Oneself, in 
the ‘Stranger’ was based on Deuteronomy 
10:17-19. The women participated in discussion 
and activities focused on identifying how we as 
Christians should respond to marginalized groups 
in our communities. Suzi Drummond and Deanna 
Phelps attended.

The PW of JJ White MPC will have their regular meeting at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall on 
February 9.  All women are invited and encouraged to come to any of the monthly meetings for 
Bible study, friendship, and a light lunch. 

of JJ White Memorial

Ordination of New Elders

On Sunday, January 10, Reverend 
Phelps conducted the ordination 
of two new Elders of JJ White, 
Kathy Harbour and Ally Allred. 

Kennon Singley, who has been 
ordained as Elder for a previous 
term, joins Ally and Kathy as 
members of our Session for the 
class of 2016 - 2018.

We appreciate their willingness to 
serve our church in this way and 
will continue to keep them, as well 
as Rev. Phelps and our entire 
Session, in our prayers.Kathy Harbour (l.) and Ally Allred answer constitutional questions as asked by 

Rev. Phelps during their ordination.



Mission Conference 2016
February 5-7 will bring this year’s Mission Conference.  We are 
very excited to bring representatives from Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA)to help us learn more about this important 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Whenever disaster 
strikes, volunteers and funding from Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance are often among the first on the scene providing aid in 
both physical and spiritual ways.  Living where we do, we are no 
strangers to the forces of nature and the destruction they can 
bring.  The Rev. Beth Goss from Arlington, VA and Sally Dyer from 
Dayton, Ohio have both worked on many response teams for PDA 
and will bring all that experience to our weekend.  They will help 
us learn how we can be a part of the work of Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance both as individuals and as a congregation.  

The theme for the weekend is “What’s a Church to Do?  The Role 
of Congregations in Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  The schedule for the weekend is a full 
one:

Friday, February 5

6:00 pm Supper in Fellowship Hall
6:45 pm Session 1 with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance “Preparing to Do God’s Work”
                        Dessert and conversation to follow

Saturday, February 6

8:00 am Breakfast in Fellowship Hall

8:30 am Morning Prayer
   Departure for Work Sites (Work assignments here at church and in the           

 community during the morning.)

Noon  Lunch in Fellowship Hall

12:45 pm “The Blue Shirt Team” with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

3:00 pm Adjourn for the day

Sunday, February 7

9:00 am Light breakfast in Ewell Martin Room

9:30 am Joint session for youth and adults in “Siberia” (sanctuary)   
                         Disaster Spiritual Care

10:30 am Worship with the Rev. Beth Goss and Sally Dyer, Presbyterian Disaster   
 Assistance

Noon  Souper Bowl and Mission Pledge Lunch in Fellowship Hall

We hope that you will be with us for as many of the activities of the weekend as you can.  
During the weekend, you will also have opportunity to pledge your financial support for our 
Mission support program for this year.  Please call the church office or fill out the forms 
provided in worship if you plan to be here for meals.  We’ll trust you to show up for other 
opportunities to learn and serve during this important weekend.

Join us in praying for a grace-filled weekend of learning and serving together and for a year of 
faithful support of  the mission of  the Church.



Mission support
Your faithful giving to our Mission Budget each year enables us to support a number of 
Mission Partners locally, regionally, and globally.  In December, we sent gift so the following 
Mission Partners.  Please continue to remember each of these important agencies and people 
in your prayers.

Local Missions:
Excel by 5 (early childhood literacy)
MICA (McComb Interdenominational Care Association)
Boys’ and Girls’ Club of  McComb
Boy Scouts
Girl Scouts

Regional Mission:  
Palmer Home for Children in Columbus

Global Missions
Presbyterian World Mission
CUPS (Communidades Unidas Pro Salud, Communities United for Health)
Living Waters for the World
Heritage Hills (Children’s Ministry in Guatemala)
Books are the Beginning (Mike and Mary Thrasher)

Remember the upcoming opportunity to pledge 
your support of  the 2016 Mission Budget.  

Your faithful giving will enable us to support these 
and other Mission Partners this year.

Lenten Schedule
Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 10.  We will gather for worship that evening at 6:15 pm, following 
supper at 5:30.  Watch for details about that service and other special activities during Lent this year.  

We will also offer a special study during Lent called Making Sense of the Cross.  We will use a 
resource by Dr. David Lose for that study.  We’ll announce dates and times during the 
Mission Conference.  Dr. Lose’s book Making Sense of the Cross uses an interesting 
question and answer format and is available from all the online booksellers if you would like 
to get a copy and begin reading ahead of time.  

We’ll talk about Holy Week and Easter schedules as they draw closer.



Mark your calendars now and get ready 
to roll up your sleeves for another Blood 
Drive on Wednesday, March 9, in the 
Ewell Martin Room.  Staff from United 
Blood Services will be here that 
afternoon to take our donations of blood 
to supply hospitals and other services 
in our area.  If you have given before, 

you know how easy this is.  If you have not given before, please consider helping us 
meet our goal for this drive.  We’ll have signups for specific times soon.  

      Annual Congregational Meeting

On Sunday, February 14, we invite you to remain at the conclusion of the worship service for our 
Annual Congregational Meeting.  

During this brief meeting, we will report on our ministry during 2105.  You’ll hear reports of 
membership gains, program development, and
 financial support.  Most importantly, you’ll learn about opportunities for discipleship and growth in 
faith.  

Plan to be with us to celebrate what God has done and continues to do among us.  

Girl Scouts will celebrate 
Silver Awards on Sunday, 
February 21 in the 
Fellowship Hall and will be 
working hard on those goals    

	
 	
    between now and then. 

Girl Scout Cookies will be delivered during 
the week of February 15.  

We’ll celebrate Boy Scout Sunday in 
worship on February 28.  Help us 
greet Scouts, their parents and 
leaders to worship that day.  They 
will celebrate their annual Blue and 

Gold Banquet following the service in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Scout News
Both our Girl Scout and Boy Scout groups will have special events coming up soon. 

Pray for our Scouts and their leaders.  
If you would like to help with either group contact the Church Office.

FYI...



The Session met for a day-long meeting on Saturday, January 
16.  All members of the Session were present.  We enjoyed 
times of worship and fellowship.  We ate together.  We were 
joined for a part of the day by Steve Puryear, Clerk of the 
Presbytery of Mississippi. We welcomed newly elected and 
installed elders Ally Allred, Kathy Harbour, and Kennon 
Singley.  We spent time celebrating good things happening 

among us and planning for ways to continue to follow God’s call.  
During the business portion of the meeting, the Session took the following actions:

❖ elected Margy Wicker to serve as Clerk of Session.
❖ approved minutes and financial statements.
❖ heard a report on membership changes  and baptisms in 2015.
❖ authorized the Moderator and Clerk to complete the annual statistical report.
❖ noted upcoming meetings:  Synod in Tennessee on January 25 (Bob will be a 
commissioner), and Presbytery in Natchez on February 19 and 20.  Elected Wayne 
Hutchison as delegate and Robbie DeCoux and Kennon Singley as alternates for 
that meeting. 
❖ heard a report from the Congregational Care and Fellowship Committee outlining 
Fellowship events for 2016.
❖ noted the recent employment of Sondra Nelson as custodian.
❖ heard an update from Bob Arnold, Chair of the Mission Committee, on plans for 

this year’s Mission Conference.

The Session will meet in February on the 14th at 6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin Room.  
Please remember Session members in your prayers as they guide the ministry of our 
congregation.

Presbytery Set to Meet

The Presbytery of Mississippi will meet at First Presbyterian Church, Natchez 
on Friday and Saturday, February 19 and 20.  Ministers and elders from thirty 
congregations from Canton to the Coast will gather in Natchez to worship and 
to learn about ways we cooperate in ministry in South Mississippi. 

 Please pray for our Pastor and for Wayne Hutchison who will be voting 
participants in this meeting and for elders Robbie DeCoux and Kennon Singley 
who will attend as alternates.  

Report from 
Session Retreat



7 Joanna Barr, Brandy Dyess
14 Sara Beth Williams, Alison Allred
21 Libby Simo, Lee Williams
28 Susan White

Flowers

Ushers/Greeters

Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham          
Johnny Nance

Elder of the Month 
Pat Randall

February Schedules          

 Men’s Interdenominational Breakfast Group

3 Randy White, John Drummond
10 Noggin Wild, Jeff Frank
17 Dale Perdeye, Whit Whittington
24 Kennon Singley, Joseph Spurgeon

7 Bill Jones
14 Vicki and Rusty Brill
21 Carol and Whitney Rawlings
28 Billie and Johnny Nance

Children’s Church

Happy
Birthday

to ...

February March

7 Libby Simo
14 Susan White
21 Carol Rawlings
28 Linda Miller

Sunday Morning Breakfast

4 Judy Deer

5 Flo Boyd
6 Natalie Simo        
8 Jim McElwee
 Andi Alford
11  Charles Ray

12 Dolores Duczer
15     Angie Simmons       
 Randy White
18 Alan Howell
19 Taylor Gatlin

23 Betty Penick
25  Dixie Fouche’
25 Kirk Gibbes
25 Mary Regan
29 Iddo Enochs

29 Karen Sanders

  13 Emily Austin

  14 Roger Price

  20 Donna Smith

  20 Susan F. Gibbes

  21 Margaret Ann Morgan

  21   Sam White

  22   Hannah Catchings

  25 Tom Gatlin

  27 Phyllis Turner 

  28 Hayden Williams

  28   Henry Williams



1 2 3 4 5 6

7
                        

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship       

”Souper Bowl”  
Luncheon

8 9 

Presbyterian 
Women 

11:30 a.m 
Fellowship 

Hall

10                  
7:15 a.m      
Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      

6:15  Ash               
Wednesday
    Service            

11
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

12 13

14
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship 

Congregational 
Mtg.

Session Meets

15 16 17

7:15 a.m      
Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

18
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

19 20

21

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship       

22 23 24

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

26

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

27 28

28 MICA

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship            

Boy Scout 
Sunday         

    Sunday      Monday       Tuesday    Wednesday    Thursday     Friday       Saturday         

2016 Missions Conference

 M.C. contʼd

February
2016

The February sunshine steeps 
your boughs 

and tints the buds 
and swells the leaves within.

William C. Bryant


