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Valentine’s Day!

Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
Colossians 3:14

a word from our pastor...
a word from our pastor...
The Reverend Bob Phelps

No Unadoptables!
Every Wednesday morning, a group of men from several
churches in our community gather for breakfast, prayer, and
fellowship in our Fellowship Hall. The food is part of the
draw, but the fellowship is always lively, and there is always a
time of worship and scripture while we are together. This
morning, Whitney Rawlings from our congregation did the
devotional. He based his comments on the day’s devotion
from The Upper Room which included a story from a
Mississippi writer about a mistreated stray dog that had
become part of her family. She talked about how the power
of love made that stray a part of their family. Whitney
expanded on the writer’s thoughts by talking about our local
animal shelter, a service several in our congregation serve
with passion. Our local shelter has improved in recent years
and, thanks to those who are passionate about its work,
continues to improve. It is now a clean and safe place for
animals that have been cast out. It has grown from a service
in which most animals were usually euthanized to a place
where that rarely happens. Most of the animals that pass
through the shelter find homes where they can flourish and
add to the joy of those who take them in. If you’ve donated
time, money, our supplies, you’ve helped that to happen.
Even so, there always seems to be a group of animals who are
considered unadoptable. Some are old. Some are sick. Some
are not cute. For whatever reason, some animals there are
not likely to find new homes where they can thrive and
flourish.
Sometimes those unadoptable animals are
transported to other shelters where they have better
opportunities. Sometimes animals from other shelters come
here. We have a friend in Kentucky who flies a small plane as
a hobby. Occasionally, he’ll fly a dog from Kentucky to West
Virginia or some other place where someone wants it.
Sometimes he goes to other places to bring dogs to their
town in Kentucky. Because of people who are passionate
about animals, there are fewer and fewer unadoptables.
Adoption is one of the ways Scripture talks about our
relationship with God. Romans 8:23 says that we “groan
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies.” In Galatians (4:5), Paul says that God sent Jesus into

the world so that we might be adopted into God’s family.
It turns out that we’re not all that much different than our
animal friends. Some of us have difficulty finding homes
where we can thrive and flourish spiritually. Maybe we ask
too many questions. Maybe we haven’t been nurtured as we
could have been. Sometimes even the Church can be a place
of hurt instead of help. However it happens, we sometimes
wind up with people who never seem to find a place of
welcome, nurture, and growth among us. Some, I guess,
consider themselves unadoptable.
Many of you know that I worked in the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church (another of the many divisions in the
Presbyterian family) for several years before transferring to
the PC(USA). There are a few differences in theology and
practice between that denomination and ours, but, for the
most part, we are all one family. When I became part o the
PC(USA), I promised to be guided by our doctrine and polity,
and I am. But there is one tenet of Cumberland theology I
will never give up. One of the first and most important
theological statements of the Cumberland Church is “there
are no eternal reprobates.” In other words, no one is beyond
the ready of God’s redeeming grace and care. Of course, I
think our denomination and our congregation believe that,
too. We may not state it quite as explicitly, but we believe
that God’s grace is sufficient for the salvation of all. In short,
we must be sure there are no unadoptables among us.
The Church becomes a difficult mixture of people
sometimes. It might be easier if we could all be the same.
But God didn’t call us to an easy way, but to a faithful one.
Some of us have been among the unadoptables at one time
or another. The power of love, shared with us by God’s
people, brought us into the family.
That family keeps
expanding. That’s what God intends. Now we need to be
especially watchful for the unadoptables among us. The
power of love will change both them and us. Thanks be to
God!
Grace and peace,
Bob

Music Notes

from Deanna Phelps, Music Director
It’s February! Now that January is gone, every day is a day closer to spring! (I know; we haven’t had
much winter this year, and that’s ﬁne with me!) February includes Valentine’s Day, and even though
it’s named for a Saint, we don’t do much with it in the Church. Valentine’s Day is, of course, all about
love, and that is something we celebrate in the Church all year. We won’t be singing any Valentine’s
hymns or anthems this month, but we will sing about the love of God for us all month long. We’ll gather
at the Table on February 5, and the choir will sing the invitation to the Table in an anthem titled
“Blessed by the Bread, Graced by the Wine. On February 12, we will sing a piece called, “For Where
Love is, There is God.” It’s a setting of a hymn text the Church sang in the ninth century. We’ll follow
that on February 19 with a lively arrangement of “This is The Day,” words we often use to begin
worship with the assurance that God is among us to guide and call. We’ll ﬁnish out February with a
piece called “Deep Peace” from the Celtic tradition. It’s a prayer of blessing that helps us experience the
peace that God wants us to know.
We’ll also be busy this month preparing for Lent which will begin on Ash Wednesday on March 1. The
music of that season is all about discipleship and about the greatest sign of God’s love, the cross. We
always make room for new singers. If you’ll let me know you’re coming, I’ll have music prepared for you.
Thanks for your prayers and words of aﬃrmation. We work hard to make meaningful contributions to
our worship each week.
A Time for Meetings
Bob and Deanna traveled to Franklin, TN so Bob could
participate in the annual meeting of the Synod of Living
Waters on January 30. The Synod conducted its
business in good order. One of the highlights of that
meeting is always hearing about the good work of our
mission partner, Living Waters for the World. Bob got
to visit with Will Howie, the founder of that ministry
who was with us for Mission Conference a few years
ago. We continue to partner with Living Waters and
hope to become even more involved in their ministry in
the future. Bob also got to visit with Jim Goode, who
grew up in our sister congregation in Laurel. Jim now
works in Church Relations at Belhaven University in

Jackson. In addition to his report to Synod, Jim also
played the bagpipes for worship. The Synod meets
annually. Bob will be a delegate again next January.
The Presbytery of Mississippi will meet on Friday and
Saturday, February 3 and 4 at Long Beach on the Coast.
Bob and Elder Will Kimmel will attend. Watch for a
report on that meeting in next month’s newsletter.
A part of being Presbyterian involves connectional
ministries. Through Presbytery, Synod, and General
Assembly, we join with people who share our faith to
minister together in many ways.

Elder Ordination of Will Kimmel
and Installation of New JJWMPC Session Members
On a very cold January day the congregation of JJ White gave a warm welcome to three new session
members. Will Kimmel is serving for the first time as a session member and was ordained officially by
Reverend Phelps with participation of the congregants. Will, Suzi Drummond and Noggin Wild were
installed as active elders on the session as the class of 2019. The heat in the sanctuary was not
working on this cold Sunday morning, so the ceremony was done in the Fellowship Hall. Over one
hundred attended in spite of the unusually cold weather and all enjoyed the warmth of spirit
generated by our church family and friends.

At left, Reverend Phelps asks
the required questions of Will
Kimmel (l), Suzi Drummond, and
Noggin Wild.

At right, ordained
elders in the
congregation
lay hands on the
newly installed elders
as a part of the
installation.

F
.
Y
.
I
.Upcoming events...
“Souper Bowl Sunday”
Following the morning worship service this Sunday,
February 5, we will remain in the sanctuary for a
brief congregational meeting to review the JJW
budget etc. After the meeting we will dismiss to the
Fellowship Hall for homemade soup, salad, and
desserts. So make plans to enjoy JJ White’s
delicious version of “Souper Bowl” Sunday!
JJ White MPC Missions Conference Planned
The weekend of March 3-5 has been set as the annual missions conference. We are glad to
have Mark Adams and Miriam Escobar coming as our main guest speakers. Activities are planned for
Friday night, Saturday morning, and Sunday during the Sunday School hour as well as the morning
worship service. Keep the weekend open for this interesting and fun event that has always been an
integral part of who we are at JJ White. We will be making our pledges to support our mission
budget for the year 2017 during the conference. Watch for more info and updates on the conference.

Mark Adams
Coordinator
Mark Adams, a native of Clover, South Carolina and a graduate of Columbia
Theological Seminary in Decatur Georgia, was ordained in 1998 and has
served as U.S. Coordinator of Frontera de Cristo since that same year. He is
married to Miriam Maldonado Escobar, also a Presbyterian Church (USA) coworker since 2011, and has three children. He sees his 1994 border mission
experience in Piedras Negras, Mexico as foundational to his present ministry.

Miriam Maldonado Escobar
Community Garden Facilitator
Miriam Maldonado Escobar is from the Mexican state of Chiapas and left
home at age 18 to work at the border in U.S.- owned factories to help
support her family. She and Mark Adams met when Mark came to Agua Prieta
to serve at Frontera de Cristo. After working for several years alongside her
husband, Miriam was invited in 2011 to serve as a Presbyterian Church (USA)
mission co-worker. She works with DouglaPrieta Trabaja to help rehabilitation
centers and families of the church, community and schools to grow their own
food. She and Mark have three children.

Cupid Shuffle Valentine's Dance
for JJ White MPC Youth...
When: 6-10 p.m. on Saturday, February 18
Where: JJW Fellowship Hall
Bring a friend and let’s shuffle!

Rejoice with those who rejoice...Romans 12:15a
Graham Samuel Pearson
Graham Samuel Pearson was born on
December 15, 2016. His parents are Sara Beth
and Steven Pearson of McComb, and his happy
grandparents are JJ White MPC members
Noggin and Beth Wild.
Also welcoming Graham are his Uncle Tom
Warren Wild and his big sister McKenna.

Noggin and Beth with Graham

Graham Samuel Pearson smiles and
sleeps through all the excitement
surrounding his birth...

Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, February 14, at 11:30
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The meeting will include Bible study, a
light lunch, and a time of friendship. All women are encouraged to
come even if you have not been able to attend in the past. You are
always welcome to join this group !
PW meets the second Tuesday of each month.

PW of the Presbytery of Mississippi’s 22nd Annual Winter Retreat

Presbyterian Women from across the Presbytery of
Mississippi attended this annual retreat. Pictured at right
are Deanna Phelps (l.), Ann Houston Kelly, and Suzi
Drummond. The Reverend Kelly is interim Associate
Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Oxford, MS. She led
the retreat workshops on “Listening to Your Life”..

It was a great weekend of worship, learning,

and enjoying the friendship of Presbyterian Women
from other churches.

	

Lighting the candles on Sunday morning is an important job. We appreciate the children who are
ready and willing to take this responsibility. On a recent Sunday, Avery and Cole (above) did a great job.
Thanks to all the children who have helped in this special way to begin our worship service with lovely
light.
	

Thanks to Joan Kennedy for these beautiful flowers, as well! Each week the flowers that are so
generously provided by folks in our church family bring glory to God in our sanctuary.
Something New Coming for Children on Wednesdays
Our children will begin enjoying new activities on Wednesday evenings this month. Thanks to
dedicated volunteers, our children will enjoy a different activity
each Wednesday. First Wednesdays, while adults enjoy
fellowship after pot luck supper, our children will participate in
supervised play. On second Wednesdays, they will enjoy crafts
with Melisa DeCoux and other leaders. Third Wednesdays will
bring Bible and faith-based games with Ally Allred and other
leaders. On fourth Wednesdays, Tommy and Debbie Brock will
lead Bible story activities. Kids, invite friends to join you.
!
Parents, be sure to get your kids here for fun learning
!
opportunities on Wednesday evenings after supper.

Your Session met all day on Saturday, January 21. This annual extended
meeting serves several important purposes: it helps new elders jump in to
their new responsibilities; it provides opportunity to look back on our
record of faithfulness in the year just ended; and it helps us to plan
together for the year ahead and beyond. And, of course, we get to worship
and eat together, too, so it’s a full day.

Session
Report for
January

We began the day with breakfast and worship. In worship, we heard from James 4:13-17 about the
futility of trying to plan for God’s work without discerning God’s will. Then for the remainder of the
morning, we talked about where we have been as a congregation, where we perceive ourselves now,
and where we think God is calling us in the future. The conversation, as you might imagine, was
lively and interesting. After lunch, we continued to discuss where we see God calling us in the
months and years ahead and came up with several general goals:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

to continue to work toward membership growth.
to continue to strive for financial stability
to continue to expand programming:
expand opportunities for children
continue to support and expand ministries with youth
expand ministry with young adults
to continue to maintain and develop our physical plant.

During the afternoon, the Session held its regular meeting for January. Elder Margy Wicker was
excused due to illness. All other members were present. Actions taken at the meeting include:
✤ elected Noggin Wild as Clerk of Session
✤ approval of minutes and year-end financial statements.
✤ granted letters of transfer of membership, with regret and thanksgiving, for Phil and Liz
Terrell to the Park Hill Presbyterian Church in North Little Rock, AR, where they now reside.
✤ elected Will Kimmel and Suzi Drummond as delegate and alternate to the meeting of
Presbytery on February 3 and 4 in Long Beach.
✤ authorized payment of expenses for delegates to Presbytery.
✤ sent communication to the Presbytery regarding our displeasure with the current two-day
meeting format.
✤ authorized completion of the annual statistical report to the General Assembly.
✤ made plans to serve communion to homebound members every other month.
✤ approved study materials for the Seekers’ Sunday School class.
✤ heard plans for Souper Bowl Sunday lunch and upcoming young adult activities.
✤ began discussion regarding development of the Schroeder and Brumfield properties.
The Session meets monthly. The February meeting will be on Sunday, February 12, at 6:00 pm in
the Ewell Martin Room. If you have questions or items for discussion please see Bob or another
member of the Session.
Session Committee Leadership for 2017
Clerk of Session

Noggin Wild

Finance/
Stewardship

Wayne Hutchison (Treasurer)
and Noggin Wild

Christian Education

Ally Allred

Government

Kathy Harbour

Congregational Care/ Robbie DeCoux and
Fellowship
and Margy Wicker

Property

Will Kimmel and
Kennon Singley

Evangelism/Mission

Worship

Pat Randall

Suzi Drummond

Flowers	

5	

 Communion
12	

 Vicki and Rusty Brill
19	

 Carol and Whitney Rawlings
26 	

Debbi and Tommy Brock

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance
Mark Statham

February
13
14
20
21
22
24
25
27
28

Emily Austin
Roger Price
Donna Smith
Margaret Ann Morgan
Sam White
Hannah Catchings
Sharon Harmon
Tom Gatlin
Mary Regan
Phyllis Turner
Hayden Williams
Henry Williams

Children’s Church
5	

 Melisa DeCoux
12	

 Brandy Dyess
19	

 Alison Allred
26 	

Joanna Barr

Men’s Interdenominational
Wednesday Breakfast Group
1	

 Jimmy Carol, Whitney
8	

 Bill, Jim, Fred
15	

 Randy B., Tommy R.
22	

 Randy W., John, Tommy B.

Sunday Morning Breakfast
5	

 Bill Mitchell
12	

 Carol Rawlings
19	

 Sharon White
26 	

Linda Miller

Elder of the Month
Kathy Harbour

March
4 Judy Deer
6 Natalie Simo	

8 Jim McElwee
Andi Alford
11 Charles Ray
12 Dolores Duczer
15	

Angie Simmons	

Randy White
18 Alan Howell
19 Taylor Gatlin
23 Betty Penick
25 Dixie Fouche’
29 Iddo Enochs
29 Karen Sanders

February
2017

The Christian does not think God
will love us because we are good,
but that God will make us good
because He loves us.
~ C.S. Lewis

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
11

7:00
7:00am
am
Men’s
Breakfast
Men’s
Breakfast
5:30 p.m.
p.m. Supper
Supper
5:30
and
and Night
Wednesday
Wednesday
Night
Activities
Activities

5

6

7

7:00 am
Men’s Breakfast
5:30 p.m. Supper
and
Wednesday Night
Activities

Congregational
Meeting and
Souper Bowl
Lunch

12

13

9:00 light breakfast
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship “

19

14

5:30 p.m. Supper

11:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

Wednesday Night
Activities

Knutty Knitters
7:00 pm.

21

22

7:00 am
Men’s Breakfast

5:30 p.m. Supper
and
Wednesday Night
Activities

Boy Scout
Sunday

27

28

4

10

11

17

18

Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

Valentine’s
Day

7:00 am
Men’s Breakfast

Saturday

Presbytery Meets Long Beach

Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

16
Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am

9:00 light breakfast
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship -

9:00 light breakfast
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship -

15

Friday
3

and School
JJ White
MPC Vacation Bible
PW meets

20

26 MICA

2

9

8

9:00 light breakfast
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship

Thursday

23
Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

Cupid Shuffle
Valentine’s
Dance for JJW
youth

24

25

