
Happy New Year  !

This is the day that the Lord has made;
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24
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January 2017



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

I’m a regular reader of THESE DAYS, the daily 
devotional guide in which our denomination 
participates with several other church groups.  If 
you’re not familiar with the guide, we provide 
several copies at each of the entrances to the 
church.  Pick one up on your way in and out and 
carve out a few minutes each day to reflect on 
God’s love for us revealed in Scripture.  Devotions 
come from different writers each week, so there is 
always variety.  One day just before the end of the 
year, I got a wonderful surprise from THESE DAYS.  
The writer, whom I do not know, talked about my 
absolute favorite children’s book in the whole 
world, The Runaway Bunny.  I hadn’t thought about 
that book in a long time. I don’t have many 
occasions to read to little kids these days, but when 
I do (We’re in no hurry for grandchildren!) you can 
be sure we’ll read this book together.  It’s the story 
of a little bunny who just can’t be content.  He 
wants to run away, to live somewhere else, to be 
something else.  His mother is just as insistent that 
that’s not going to happen as he is that it will.  The 
little bunny has lots of ideas for a better life.  He 
decides he’ll run away and become a rock on a high 
mountain.  His mom says that’s fine.  When he 
does, she’ll become a mountain climber and come 
look for him.  So he decides he’ll run away and 
become a plant in a garden.  That’s OK because 
Mom has plans to become a gardener and take care 
of him.  You get the idea.  Those competing plans go 
on for several pages before the little bunny finally 
decides that if Mom is going to pursue him 
wherever he goes, he might as well stay home and 
be a bunny.  Mom thinks that’s a good plan and 
offers him a carrot.

On the surface, that’s a wonderful story of a 
parent’s love that always wants what’s best for 
children.  I don’t know if whoever wrote that little 
story had other meanings in mind when she wrote 
or not, but I think there is much more going on in 
this story than just a wayward bunny and a faithful 
mom.  This is one of those stories that talks about 
God without mentioning God by name.  All of us 
are a lot like that little bunny at one time or 
another.  We have our own ideas about who we 
want to be and what we want to do.  Many times, 
our ideas don’t always square with God’s plans for 
us.  But God never gives up on us.  He will always 
be with us.  He will always guide us to wholeness 
and peace.  Hopefully, we will all one day decide, as 
the little bunny did, that we might as well be who 
God call us to be.  This doesn’t mean settling for 
something less exciting or fulfilling than we could 
be on our own.  It doesn’t mean submitting to 
something we don’t want to be.  God’s plans for us 
are always better than our plans for ourselves.  
When we have finished our rambling and roaming, 
God will offer us peace and contentment, gifts we 
can’t muster on our own. 

As the New Year has begun, the Church offers us 
many opportunities to connect our lives to God’s 
plan for them.  Join us for worship, study, service, 
and fellowship all designed to help us discover 
God’s plan for us individually and collectively.  
Happy New Year! 

Grace and Peace, 
Bob



Christmas in Our         
Sanctuary





   Our thanks to...
✴ Deb and Sharon for coordinating the beautiful 

decorations in our sanctuary.
✴ Deanna and the choir for bringing us the           

music that enhanced our worship.
✴   the children for the joy they brought us 

              with their songs and our youth for their 
 participation in Advent

✴   all who helped in lighting the Advent 
             candles

✴   the ushers who kept things running smoothly
✴  Bob for his message of God’s love              

throughout all seasons.



Music was a big part of the holidays for Bob and me.  We were thankful to hear choirs sing 
Christmas music in Hammond (at Southeastern), Hattiesburg (at Southern), and Brookhaven 
(the Lincoln County Choral group and the Mississippi School for the Arts choir) as well as our 
own Lessons and Carols and children’s celebrations here.  All the groups we heard were good; some 
of them were wonderful.  All of them were well rehearsed and presented beautiful music to add to 
our Christmas celebration.  One big difference in what we heard was this:  the choirs in 
Hammond, Hattiesburg, and Brookhaven gave wonderful performances.  They are, by their 
nature, performers.  Our choirs worked hard to prepare and sang beautifully, too.  Their purpose, 
however, was different.  When we sing in the Church our primary function is to serve as worship 
leaders, to help guide people in to God’s presence so that presence can transform and enrich their 
lives.  The Directory for Worship in the Book of Order for our denomination says, “In worship, 
music is not to be for entertainment or artistic display…Music as prayer is to be a worthy 
offering to God on behalf of the people.”  

I know there are committed Christians in each of those groups we heard sing at Christmas.  I 
know there are good singers in our choirs here at church. The difference in all those groups is the 
reason we sing.  In the church, we offer the best gifts we have to the glory of God.  We sing not as 
performers but as those who worship and help others worship.  We hope that the pieces we sing in 
worship serve as prayers all of us can pray together.  

We’ll begin rehearsals again on Wednesday, January 11.  We will have many opportunities to sing 
and pray together in this New Year.  We invite all interested in singing to the glory of God to join 
us.  Happy Musical New Year, friends.

      
 

                Music Notes
 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director



PW of JJ White will meet on Tuesday, January 10, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  The Bible 
study lesson is on the gospel of John (Lesson #4)  
The meeting will also include a light lunch and a time 
of friendship.  

The PW of the Presbytery of Mississippi will hold 
their 22nd Annual Winter Retreat at St. Mary of the 
Pines, Chatawa, on January 13-14. Deanna Phelps and 
Suzi Drummond plan to attend.  The Reverend Ann 

Houston Kelly, Interim Associate Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Oxford, MS, will be the 
speaker. Her topic is “Listening to Your Life”. Reverend Kelly will explore the idea that we can benefit 
from “listening to our lives through prayer and other spiritual practices with hope of seeing God’s 
movement and grace in our lives...”

Start the New Year off right by becoming a part of Presbyterian Women!

of JJ White MPC

Thursday Morning Bible Study will 
resume on Thursday, January 5.  We 
meet at 10:30 am in the Covenant Life 
Sunday School room on the second 
floor.  We are reading Paul’s letter to 
the Romans together.  Our 
conversation is lively and helps all 
grow together.  We are in Chapter 4 
of Romans.  Newcomers are welcome.  
We hope you’ll join us.

Sunday School for all ages will 
resume at 9:30 am on Sunday, January 
8.  Breakfast is at 9:00 am for those 
who come early.  

Wednesday activities will resume on 
Wednesday, January 11.  Supper will 
begin at 5:30 pm.  The Property 
Committee guys will prepare supper 
that night.  Following supper, groups 
for children, youth, and adults will 
meet for study and conversation.  The 
choir will resume rehearsals at 6:30 
pm.  We invite everyone to participate 
in Wednesday activities.  Some come 
for part.  Others stay for all.  All are 
welcome.

Now that Christmas has been packed away for another year, the gifts of the 
season remain with us.  The programs and events of the Church 

that took breaks during the holiday will soon return:

Regular Programs Return ....

Plan to join us for all these 
opportunities to grow in faith and 

discipleship in 2017.



The Session held its last meeting of 2016 on December 11 at 6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin 
Room. 

 All members and incoming elders Suzi Drummond and Will Kimmel were 
present.  

The primary agenda item for the evening was the 2017 Church 
Budget.  The Session approved a budget for 2017 totaling 
$288,442.00.  The Budget will be presented at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting to be scheduled soon.  

In other business, the Session:

✤  approved the McComb Garden Club’s use of the Ewell Martin 
Room as a bad weather back up location for a portion of their Flower Show on April 10, 
2017

✤  heard reports from the Christian Education, Mission and     Evangelism, Property, and 
Worship Committees.

The January meeting of the Session will be a part of the planning retreat on Saturday, 
January 21. Please keep members of the Session in your prayers as they guide the ministry 
of our congregation.

December
Session Report

Session Retreat

Each year as new Session members come on board, the Session sets aside a day to look back 
over the year just ended and to look ahead into the New Year and beyond.  This year, as Suzi 
Drummond, Will Kimmel, and Noggin Wild assume their places on the  Session, they will join 
continuing elders Ally Allred, Robbie DeCoux,  Kathy Harbour, Pat Randall, Kennon Singley, 
and Margy Wicker, for a day of worship and planning on Saturday, January 21.  They will be 
working around the theme, “5, 10, 15, 20…” and will be looking at where we want to be in 
ministry in each of those future years and how we might go about getting there.  Please keep 
the Session in your prayers in this meeting and throughout the year. 

Synod Meets This Month

The Synod of the Southeast is a family of Presbyterian Churches in Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Mississippi.  The Synod meets once a year to review the ministry in which all 
those churches participate together.  This year’s meeting will be on Monday, January 30, at 
First Presbyterian Church in Franklin, TN (just south of Nashville).  Bob will be a 
representative from our Presbytery to that meeting.  Please keep Bob and Deanna in your 
prayers as they travel and the Synod in your prayers as it meets.



Welcome New Elders

On Sunday, January 8, we will ordain Will Kimmel as a new elder and install him 
and returning elders Suzi Drummond and Noggin Wild to positions on the 
Session.  This service is always meaningful as we celebrate God’s call to leaders in 
our congregation.  Plan to be with us for this special celebration.  

Special thanks, too, to elders Bob Arnold, Melisa DeCoux, and Wayne Hutchison, 
who completed their terms on the Session in 2016.  We are grateful for their 
service and look forward to their continued involvement in the ministry of the 
Church.

Remember this 
snowy day?

January 18, 2008



                         1    Joanna Barr
 8 Sara Beth Williams
15 Lee Williams
22 Susan White
29 Carol Rawlings

Ushers/Greeters

Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance
Mark Statham          

Elder of the Month 

           Alison Allred

January Lists
Children’s Church Sunday Morning Breakfast

4  Dale, Whit
11  Kennon, Joseph
18  Renan, Rick, Buddy 
25  Bob, Kit, Clem

 1   Will not be held
 8   Mary Ann Ratcliff
15 Beth Wild
22 Debbi Brock
29 Bill Mitchell

January

Men’s Interdenominational 
      Wednesday Breakfast Group

  Flowers
  8 Billie and Johnny Nance
 15 Kathy and Bryan Harbour
 22 Loriece Naklie’s daughters - 
      Kay and  Marie
 29  Joan Kennedy

February

  13! Emily Austin
  14! Roger Price
  20! Donna Smith
  21! Margaret Ann Morgan
       Sam White
  22   Hannah Catchings
  24! Sharon Harmon
  25! Tom Gatlin
 ! Mary Regan
  27! Phyllis Turner
  28! Hayden Williams
       Henry Williams

2  Nancy McElwee
3  Beverly Nelson
7  Joan McDaniel
9  Lily Warshauer
10  Ann Jackson
    Toni James
15  Mark Statham
17  Tommy Morgan
18  Prudence McGehee
23 Ralph Brock
25 Tommy Ratcliff
30  Bill Jones



  JJ White MPC Vacation Bible School

1   Happy New 
Year!

(No Sunday School 
today)              

10:30 Morning  
Worship   

Sacrament of 
Communion

2 3 4 5

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

6 7

8

Epiphany Sunday
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning  
Worship 

Elder Ordination 
and Installation           

9 10

Presbyterian 
Women’s
meeting

11:30 a.m.
Fellowship 

Hall 

11

      7:00 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 p.m.  Supper 
and

Wednesday Night
Activities 

12

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

13 14

15

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning
 Worship -

“

16 17 18      

7:00 am  
 Men’s Breakfast 

5:30 p.m. Supper 
and

Wednesday Night
Activities 

19

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 pm.

20 21

Elder 
Planning

Retreat

22

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship - 

  

23 24 25
       7:00 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 p.m. Supper 
and

Wednesday Night
Activities 

26
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

27 28

29    MICA

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship - 

30 31

         Sunday                            Monday                       Tuesday                       Wednesday                  Thursday                         Friday                        Saturday         

January 2017
“The beautiful camellias resplendent 

in their flowers
They bloom in lawn and garden 

on Winter's coldest hours.”
~ Francis Duggan

PW of the Presbytery of 
Mississippi Winter Retreat


