
 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were called to peace. 

And be thankful.  Colossians 3:15
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 Warmth is a Relative Thing!

On the Sunday we were away between Christmas 
and New Years it was six degrees outside when I 
left for church.  Six!  I drove from Deanna's folks 
house in southern Indiana across the river to 
Kentucky where I would attend worship with 
friends from long ago.  I had almost forgotten how 
cold six degrees is.  I thought a couple of times 
about turning back.  "It's really dumb to be out 
when it's this cold," I thought.  "God would 
understand!"  But I trudged on.  There were 
chunks of ice in the Ohio  River as I crossed. The 
corn and bean fields were frosty.  Winter is much 
more stark in that part of the country than in 
ours.  Without pines, cedars, and our varieties of 
oak trees, the trees are mostly bare.  I found 
myself  humming, "In the Bleak Midwinter" before 
I realized what I was doing.  

The walk from the parking lot into the church 
was mercifully short, but I was pretty chilled by 
the time I got there.  The entrance I used was 
bustling with activity as people moved from 
Sunday School to worship, gathering children and 
other family members along the way. Someone 
handed me a bulletin and said, "Good morning."   
The real warmth I experienced had nothing to do 
with temperature. I know a few people in that 
congregation, but many of the people with whom 
I worshiped that day were strangers.  The warmth 
came from being among people who believe as I 
do, who worship as I do, who sing hymns I know, 
and who value the Word of God among us as a 
precious gift.  I was sitting on a pew with a friend I 
have known most of my life, and that helped, but 
even if I had been there alone, I was at home from 
the first chord of the organ.  Being in Kentucky 

was part of that, of course.  Sorry; can't help it.  
But being somewhere where I knew what was 
happening and why was even more important.  

There were several things different in that service 
from ours.  They take communion every Sunday.  
Their worship space looks much different from 
ours.  Their congregation is a little bigger than 
ours, but this particular Sunday was a down day 
for them, too.  Their choir includes some paid 
singers from a local college.  But whatever was 
different didn't seem to matter when we stood to 
say what we believed or to sing the "Glory Be..."  

I've learned it was cold here in worship on that 
Sunday.  The heating guy is supposed to be here as 
I write this to get us back in business.  Thanks to 
those of you who worshiped in a cold sanctuary. 
Though the temperature may have been chilly, I'm 
sure that worship warmed the hearts of all who 
were here.  

The next time you greet a visitor in worship, 
remember our call to greet all who come our way 
warmly.  The Apostle Paul gave thanks for the 
warm greeting he received from believers when 
he came to Jerusalem (Acts 21:17).  One of my 
prayers for the New Year is that the warmth of 
God's love and the security that come from living 
in God's grace will be among the gifts we share 
with all who come this way in the year ahead.  I 
look forward to worshiping with you in 2018 and 
beyond.

Grace and Peace,
Bob



      
 

Music Notes
from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

Oh, the Places We’ll Go!
 I hope we all enjoyed a little down time during the holidays. When I look back on the flurry 
of musical activity another Advent and Christmas season brought, I’m thankful, honestly, that it’s 
over, but also that preparing all that music brought the choir so much joy and, from your 
comments, brought joy to many of you, too.  Now, I look at the fifty-two Sundays that spread 
before us in 2018 and find myself overwhelmed.  Easter comes early this year on April 1, but I’m 
not ready to think about that just yet.  
 As I continue to plan for music in this new year, I am thankful, first and foremost, that we 
are people of the Word.  The Gospel of Mark is the lectionary Gospel for this year, so we’ll get lots of 
that, but we know that our worship strives for a balance of experiences with stories from both the 
Old and New Testaments and from the Gospels as well as lots of other parts of the Bible.  Just like 
that balance give us lots to think about through the year, it also means that we need to sing things 
that enhance our understanding of God’s grace and mercy. 
 When our boys were little, I loved reading Dr. Seuss books with them. One of my favorites is 
a book called Oh, the Places You’ll Go!   It’s a Dr. Seuss book, so there’s a heavy dose of silliness in 
it, but it is also full of hope and optimism about places we’ll go and things we’ll see.  That’s what’s 
guiding me as I work on music for this new year.  We have much to see and experience together 
this year.  These early Sundays give us opportunity to welcome new leaders to our team, and we’ll 
sing about that.  We’ll remember our baptism this month, and we’ll sing about that.  This whole 
Epiphany season confronts us with Jesus, the Light of the World.  Lots to sing about there.  
 My favorite season for singing is Lent, and that will be here before we know it.  We’ll sing 
about the cross.  We’ll sing about hope and promise.  We’ll sing about grace--always.  Then, of 
course, comes Easter, and whether I’m ready or not, it’s time to think about how we’ll sing all that 
joy together.  The remainder of the year will be filled with Easter joy, then Pentecost, then life in 
the Spirit until we find ourselves at Advent and Christmas again.  Whew!  I’m not ready for all 
that yet, but we have many wonderful places to go together in the year ahead, and I look forward 
to traveling with you.
 As always, if thinking about these things has stirred a need to sing in any of you, we’d love 
to welcome you to the choir.  Call or email me, and I’ll have you a folder ready when we resume 
rehearsals on Wednesday, January 10, at 6:30 pm in the Choir Room.  

Oh, the places we’ll go together this year!



Advent and Christmas 2017

Joy!



Friends!

Snow !



Decorations !



Music !



Peace and Love ...



~FYI~
Welcome New Elders
On Sunday, January 7, we will celebrate the 
ordination and installation of the Elder Class of 
2020.  Margaret Ann Morgan and Ray Salter are 
new elders, and returning elder, Whitney 
Rawlings, will join them on the Session this 
month.  Elders Robbie DeCoux, Pat Randall, 
and Margy Wicker have faithfully served their 
terms, and we are grateful for their service.  
Please plan to be with us for this important 
service on January 7.  The service will also 
include our first celebration of Communion 
together for 2018.

Wednesdays Resume
Wednesday, January 10, will bring the 
resumption of our midweek activities.  We'll 
gather for supper at 5:15.  Chef Kennon is 
preparing open-faced smoked roast beef 
sandwiches with caramelized onions and 
provolone cheese, sides, and dessert.  The new 
schedule will be ready then, too.  Activities will 
follow for children, youth, and adults at 6:00 
pm.  Choir rehearsal will follow at 6:30 pm.  
Plan on a midweek check-in time each week.  
Everyone's welcome.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
on Sunday, January 21
Sunday, January 21, will bring an opportunity for 
us to review our ministry in 2017 and to look 
ahead to 2018 as it spreads before us.  The 
Annual Meeting of our Congregation will be at 
the conclusion of the worship service that 
morning.  We'll review membership gains and 
losses, look at finances, and close out 2017 
together.  We will also present the Church 
Budget for 2018 so you will know the Session's 
plans for this year.  We hope you'll be with us 
for this important meeting on Sunday, January 
21.

Session Planning Meeting This Month
Your Session will engage in an all-day planning 
meeting on Saturday, January 20.  This annual 
event provides opportunity to welcome newly 
installed elders and to select leadership for 
various committees and other teams where 
the real ministry of our congregation happens.  
The Session will enjoy fellowship and will work 
on goal setting and planning for 2018 and 
beyond.  Please remember Bob and the elders 
in this important meeting.  2018 Session 
members include:  Ally Allred, Kathy Harbour, 
Kennon Singley, Suzi Drummond, Will Kimmel, 
Noggin Wild, Margaret Ann Morgan, Ray Salter, 
and Whitney Rawlings.  Bob serves as 
Moderator.

Heating Issues
We are experiencing major problems with the 
heating system in the sanctuary building.  We 
will move worship and other activities from 
that building to the Fellowship Hall Building 
while repairs are underway.  Please plan to join 
us for worship in the Fellowship Hall this 
Sunday, January 7, beginning at 10:30 a.m.  
Locations for other activities will be posted as 
we figure them out.  Thanks for your patience.

PW of JJ White Meeting
All women are invited and encouraged to begin 
the new year by being a part of Presbyterian 
Women of JJ White.  PW meets the second 
Tuesday of each month at 11:30 in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Each meeting includes a Bible 
study and a light lunch.The next meeting will be 
on Tuesday, January 9. Plan to attend!

PDA Gift of the Heart Kits
This Presbyterian Disaster Assistance project 
will continue through January and February.  
Please see info below.



PDA Gift of the Heart Kits
Thanks to those of you who have already provided disaster kits.  This is an ongoing 

project continuing through January and into February, so if you have not had a chance 
to put together a kit you can do it now for the new year.  
The lists are specific and are provided below.  Thanks!

Hygiene Kit
1 — hand towel (approximately 16" x 28", no fingertip or bath towels)
1 — washcloth
1 — wide-tooth comb (remove from package)
1 — nail clipper (UPDATE: nail clippers with metal files or emery boards
attached are now accepted; remove from package)
1 — bar of soap (bath size in wrapper)
1 — toothbrush (in original packaging)
10 — Band-Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips
Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. Toothpaste which has an
extended expiration date will be added to international Hygiene Kit
shipments just prior to shipment. Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag
with a zipper closure.

School Kit
1 — pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip)
3 — 70-count spiral notebooks or tape-bound pads of 8" x 10 1/2" ruled
paper or pads with 200-210 sheets of ruled paper. Do not include filler
paper.
1 — 30-centimeter ruler (12")
1 — hand-held pencil sharpener
6 — new pencils with erasers
1 — large eraser
1 — box of 24 crayons

Heartfelt Sympathy

We extend Christian sympathy to Carl McDaniel upon the death of his wife, 
longtime J. J. White member, Joan McDaniel, on December 18.  

The service in Joan’s memory was here at the church on December 21. 
We know that Joan’s death made Christmas a difficult time for Carl, 
but we continue to surround him with our prayers and concern. 

Our Christian sympathy is also extended to Jose Simo upon the death of his mother, 
Gloria Simo, who died on December 19.  

A service in Gloria’s memory was conducted at 
St. Alphonsus Catholic Church on January 5.

We support Jose and his family with our prayers and condolences.



Flowers	

January Schedules         

Children’s Church
 7  Joanna Barr
14  Lee Williams
21  Melisa DeCoux
28  Carol Rawlings

Sunday Morning Breakfast
 7 Mary Ann Ratcliff
14  Lee Williams
21  Bill Mitchell
28  Beth Wild

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance
Mark Statham         

    Men’s Wednesday Morning Breakfast
     3 Rick, Jim
     10 Bob, Clem 
     17 Kit, Trey
     24 Jimmy Carol, Whitney
     31 Bill, Fred

Elder of the Month
Ally Allred

FebruaryJanuary
 2  Nancy McElwee
 3  Beverly Nelson
 9  Lily Warshauer
10  Ann Jackson
    Toni James
15  Mark Statham
17  Tommy Morgan
18  Prudence McGehee
23  Ralph Brock
25  Tommy Ratcliff
30  Bill Jones
31  Roger Nickerson

13  Emily Austin
14  Roger Price
20  Donna Smith
    Susan Gibbes
21  Margaret Ann Morgan
    Sam White
22  Hannah Catchings
24  Sharon Harmon
25  Mary Regan
     Tom Gatlin
27  Phyllis Turner
28  Hayden Williams
     Henry WilliamsHappy 

Birthday! 

 7  Poinsettias
14  Billie and Johnny Nance
21  Kathy Harbour
28  Joan Kennedy



   Sunday     Monday      Tuesday   Wednesday  Thursday    Friday    Saturday    

1

Happy 

New Year

2 3

7:15 a.m. Men’s 
Breakfast

4 5 6

7
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship

Elder Ordination 
and Installation

8 9

PW meets at 
11:30 in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

10

7:15 a.m Men’s 
Breakfast         

Wednesday Night 
Fellowship   supper 
at 5:15 followed by 
activities for adult 

and children

11

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

12 13

14
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship

15 16 17

7:15 am  

 Men’s Breakfast  
Wednesday Night 

Fellowship   supper 
at 5:15 followed by 
activities for adult 

and children

18
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

19 20

Session 
Retreat

21

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship

22 23 24

7:15 am         
Men’s Breakfast  

Wednesday Night 
Fellowship   supper 
at 5:15 followed by 
activities for adult 

and children

25

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

26 27

28
MICA

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship

29

Synod of Living 
Waters meets 
in Franklin, Tn.

30 31

7:15 am         
Men’s Breakfast  

Wednesday Night 
Fellowship   supper 
at 5:15 followed by 
activities for adult 

and children

2017
2018

PW Retreat              
St Mary of the Pines


