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Lift up your heads, 
O gates!

and be lifted up, 
O ancient doors!

that the 
King of glory 
may come in.
Psalm 24:7

July 2015 Newsletter



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

Some of you may not be aware that our church, like 
several others in our area, regularly hosts early 
morning prayer gatherings for Mission Pike County, a 
group committed to racial reconciliation and 
harmony.  The group gathers in a different church in 
our community every Thursday morning at 7:00 am 
to pray and to build relationships.  Everyone is 
welcome.  The meeting is announced in The 
Enterprise-Journal each week.  

I attended that gathering this morning.  The group is 
small—there were eleven of us today.  Several of the 
Sisters from St. Mary of the Pines in Chatawa attend 
each week.  Participants come from several churches 
from across our community.  The mission of this 
group is simple—we meet together to pray for one 
another and for the work we are all trying to do in 
Pike County.  Regardless of our color, our 
denominational affiliation, or any of the other things 
that might divide us, when we meet together, we 
discover that we are much more alike than we are 
different.  We pray for our families-someone’s 
brother had died since we last met, and we all 
prayed for her.  We pray for our churches-whatever 
is different about us, we all seek to follow Christ, and 
we pray for the strength and wisdom to do that. We 
pray for our community and the broader church—
much of our prayer this morning was for people in 
Charleston who are gathering to bury their dead 
today.  One of the Sisters from St. Mary’s boldly 
challenged us to pray for that angry young man who 
killed those nine people and for all others who are 
filled with hate as he is.  

I’m always glad when I attend those gatherings, but 
I’m especially glad I went today.  Now, to be honest, I 
went because it was our turn to host, and someone 
needed to make coffee and provide some early-
morning nourishment for us.  Had I not been there, 
though, I would not have heard this difficult challenge 
to pray for that angry young man and for others like 

him.  I’ll admit that I’m still struggling with how to do 
that, but I’m thankful for Sister and her challenge.  
Every time I’ve paused to think about and to pray for 
those who gather for funerals in Charleston, I’ve also 
prayed for young Dylan.  It’s not easy.  I’ll admit that I 
really don’t want to do it.  But God used Sister to 
remind me that what I want is not always what God 
calls me to do.

The mission of Mission Pike County is simple—we 
gather to pray for one another in the hope that God 
will show us how alike we are and so that we can 
work together to improve life for all of us in our 
community.  That mission also gets carried on by a 
statewide organization, and by many churches, 
whether they are Mission Pike County partners or 
not.  It is the mission to which Christ called, us:  to 
love one another.  It’s not easy, but it is what God 
calls us to do.

Mission Pike County meetings usually end when one 
of the participants goes to the piano and invites us 
to all sing with her.  We don’t distribute 
denominational hymn books or project words to 
contemporary praise choruses on the wall—we sing 
whatever she wants to play.  This morning it was 
“Amazing Grace,” “I’ll Fly Away,” and “Amen.”  
Anyone who didn’t know them soon did.  And we 
worshiped and prayed together. We challenged one 
another.  Then we went out into our morning, 
hopefully carrying the hope and promise of that little 
gathering with us.  

Watch the community announcement page in the 
Enterprise-Journal and find a Thursday morning 
prayer gathering you might attend.  You’ll be 
welcomed, wherever it meets.  And you’ll be glad you 
went.  Let the Church say, “Amen!”

Grace and Peace,
Bob

Mission Pike County/Mission Mississippi/Mission Everywhere



I hope you’re enjoying the variety of music we’re experiencing from some of our 
own musicians and from friends from our community as much as I am this 
summer.  Each week, I wait with anticipation to see what wonderful gifts we’ll 
receive.  
Choir rehearsals will resume in August, and, believe it or not, I’ve already 
picked out some of the things we’ll be doing for Advent and Christmas this year.  
I keep hoping listening to and playing some of those pieces will make it feel 
cooler, but it hasn’t worked yet.  

Think about joining us in the choir when we get started again.  Who knows, you 
may discover gifts that’ll get you a place on next summer’s list of musicians!

I look forward to a week at Montreat for the Worship and Music Conference.  
One of the treats is getting to read through new anthems and songs for choirs 
with other choir directors.  Who knows what I’ll bring back!  Hope you’ll join us 
for whatever it is.

     from Deanna Phelps, Music Director
                Music Notes

Pictured at left is JJWMPC member Artis Brown who provided 
our special music on Sunday, June 28, by singing  “Amazing 
Grace”. She was accompanied on the piano by Roger Price.  
Thanks to Artis and Roger for this beautiful performance! 

We miss our choir in so many ways, but we appreciate having 
special guests sharing their musical talents with us during the 
summer months..

Special Summer Music -  
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound...



Rejoice with those who rejoice...Romans 12:15a

Mason Thomas Dee Irwin

Pictured  (snuggly wrapped for nap time) is 
newborn Mason Thomas Dee Irwin born 

on June 5 in Las Vegas, Nevada, to 

Michaela and Scott Irwin.  

JJ White MPC member, Mary Spurgeon, is 
the proud great-grandmother!  

Congratulations to Mason Thomas Dee 
Irwin’s family in Las Vegas and McComb!

Mary Smith Brock

 At left is the adorable face of Mary Smith Brock, 

born on June 23.  She is the daughter of Meghan 

and Ben Brock and little sister to her 18 month old  

brother Jude.  Her grandmother is JJ White MPC 

member, Maxine Brock. 
 

We congratulate Maxine and all of Mary’s family 

and friends on her birth and join in the joy she 
brings.



Lola (left) and Taylor Gatlin

On Sunday, June 14, the congregation of 
JJWMPC was pleased to welcome new 

members - Tom and Keri Gatlin along with 

their daughters Taylor, Lola, and Layne.  
Layne and Lola were baptized on this 
occasion.  Their big sister, Taylor, plans to 

participate in the upcoming communicants 
class with Reverend Phelps. 

JJ White member, Linda Miller is the 
paternal grandmother of Layne, Lola, and 

Taylor.

The congregation responded to this happy 

event with a promise of “our friendship and 

our prayers...”

Welcome to the Gatlin 

family!

JJ White MPC Welcomes New Members 
and Celebrates the Sacrament of Baptism

 Layne Gatlin with her Dad



JJ White MPC “Survivor” Youth Camp 

JJWMPC youth had a challenging and fun experience during a recent camp.  The 
yellow team and the blue team competed in challenges, enjoyed time in the pool, 
learned and played together for three days.  Youth leader Amanda Lewis with 
other volunteers - Stacy White, Libby Simo, Jose Simo, and Andrew DeCoux - kept 
the action going for the 16 campers at this “Survivor” themed camp.   Reverend 
Phelps arrived Friday morning with some fresh doughnuts and on Saturday a great 
meal, prepared by Vicki Craighead and Wayne Hutchison, was delivered by Melisa 
DeCoux.  Alison and Howard Allred provided tables, tents, ice and ice chests. 
Thanks to all who helped to create this great experience for our youth!



Unscr ambling  a  B ible  verse  takes  concentration  and  coope r ation !

Talking about 
what we have 

learned 
while meeting

in the 
“tribal council”

water break!!



            
Cajun Lagoon Trip Planned!!

The JJW youth are planning to go to Cajun Lagoon 
in Denham Springs on Monday, July 13. 

They will meet at the church around 8:00 a.m., 
leave the church by 10:00, and plan to return by 5:00 p.m.

in time for VBS.  All ages are invited to come along with them!  
The cost is $15 each. 

(Hopefully, 40 people will want to go, because with that number 
they can reserve the place privately. ) 

To make this happen, they need your $15 as soon as possible. 
Contact Melisa DeCoux or Amanda Lewis.

Learning to Trust Your Teammates 
when blindfolded!

More Summer Fun....
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Your Mission Committee, chaired by Bob Arnold and Liz Terrell, met recently and had a full agenda.  
Please keep this important group in your prayers as they coordinate and inspire our efforts to 
engage in mission here and around the world.   Here are several important decisions the group 
made at its June meeting:

Thanks to your faithful giving to this year’s Mission Budget, we are able to allocate $500 each to 
ten local, regional, and global mission partners and to set aside $2000 for the 2016 Mission 
Conference.  Mission partners receiving gifts at this time include:

   Local: Boys’ and Girls’ Club of McComb, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Excel by 5¸ MICA
 
   Regional: Palmer Home for Children
 
   Global: CUPS, Living Waters of the World, Outreach Foundation to benefit Dan and Elizabeth Turk  
      in Madagascar, Mike and Mary Thrasher for Books are the Beginning.

  The committee has invited Presbyterian missionaries Dan and Elizabeth Turk in Madagascar to 
lead next year’s Mission Conference.  We help to fund their work through the Outreach Foundation.  
If we are unable to schedule with them during their time in the United States, we are exploring a 
program on Church Response to Disasters led by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.

  We have not forgotten about mission trip planning.  We are exploring options for training and 
working with Living Waters for the World.  Watch for more information.  We are interested in hearing 
from people in the congregation who are interested in providing leadership for both the Mission 
Conference and our involvement with Living Waters for the World.

  The Mission and Evangelism Committees have merged into one, so we are also planning for 
ways to continue to invite and welcome newcomers to our congregation.  We have two plans you’ll 
soon be hearing more about:

➡We will work with the Pike County Arts Council and other local arts groups to schedule arts 
events at least quarterly.

➡ We will begin this fall with a special quarterly emphasis on welcoming and thanking specific 
career and other special interest groups to worship with us.  We’ll begin this fall with a special 
welcome to teachers.  Watch for upcoming details.  Other quarters will bring opportunities to 
welcome other groups who serve our community.

F.Y.I.

Mission News



The Session held its regular meeting for June on the 14th at 6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin Room.  
Elders Melisa DeCoux and Liz Terrell were excused.  All other members were present.

Actions taken at the meeting include:

• Devotion and opening prayer by the Moderator

•Approval of minutes from May 17,2015

•Election of Robbie DeCoux to serve as a Trustee

•Received the Treasurer’s Report.

•Approved a request from SonShine Ministries from Chattanooga to use our building as 
    an evacuation site should they have to evacuate mission trip participants from New           
    Orleans during hurricane season.

•Approved reports from the Christian Education, Congregational Care and Fellowship, 
              Mission and Evangelism, Property, and Worship Committees.

The July meeting of the Session will be on the 12th at 6:00 pm. If you have questions or items for 
consideration, please see Bob or another member of the Session.  Please keep the Session in your 
prayers as they guide and direct the ministry of our congregation.

Many of us have lots of different memories of Vacation Bible School.  When we tell children 
that we waited all year to make things out of popsicle sticks and spray-painted macaroni, they 
look at us with all kinds of reactions!  When we tell them that our daily snack was two sandwich 
cookies (the kind you got a hundred of for a dollar way back then) and a little Dixie Cup of 
sugar-sweetened Kool-Aid, they wonder why we went! 

Our kids are making memories of their own, much different from ours.  This year, Vacation 
Bible School will meet Monday-Thursday, July 13-16 from 5:00 until 7:45 pm.  We’ll explore 
the G-Force, the God Force, in our lives.  Each night we’ll explore a new story and have new 
adventures to keep us moving and growing in God’s love together.  There’ll be Bible study, 
music, crafts, recreation, and snacks way beyond two stale cookies.  

If you’d like to help our kids make memories, see Melisa DeCoux or India Warshauer to 
see how you can help.  It’ll be a blast.

Vacation	 Bible	 	 School

Session report



JJWMPC Seekers Class Begins New Study July 12
The Face : Jesus in Art

The Seekers Adult Sunday School Class will soon begin a new study (July 12) on 
The Face : Jesus in Art.  As described on Amazon - “Narrated 
by Mel Gibson, Edward Herrmann, Star Herrmann, Stacy 
Keach, Juliet Mills, Ricardo Montalban, Bill Moyers, and 
Patricia Neal, this Emmy-winning program, as seen on public 
television, traces the dramatically different ways in which 
Jesus has been represented in art by people throughout history 
and around the world. Spanning the early 3rd century to the 
present, this sweeping program is an unprecedented 

travelogue of art and monuments.”
You are invited to take part in this interesting study each Sunday morning 
during the Sunday School hour in the room by the library on the 2nd floor.  

Contact Beth Wild for more information.

MICA - “Christmas in July “ Campaign
Grocery bags to be filled for MICA are available at the sanctuary entrances of the church 
and on the front pew.  Pick one up and fill it with nonperishable items as on the list below.  
Return the filled bag on any July Sunday to the morning worship service or during the week to 
the church office or the MICA pantry. Thank you!!

Suggested items are: 
• spaghetti and macaroni cheese 
• cornmeal and flour
• crackers
• peanut butter and jelly
• powdered milk
• canned vegetables
• canned meats
• dry cereal, oatmeal, and grits
• sugar, salt and baking powder
• rice, dried beans and peas
• toilet tissue
• bath soap

MICA

“Christmas 

in July”



    

     
  

          

               CHILDREN’S CHURCH
5	
 Billie Nance
12	
 Melissa DeCoux, Marissa Nance
19	
 Sara Beth Williams, Alison Allred
26	
 Libby Simo, Lee Williams

July

SUNDAY BREAKFAST
5	
 Beth Wild
12	
 Carol Rawlings
19	
 Sara Beth, Ali, and Melisa
26	
 Bill Mitchell

  2    John Drummond 
  6    Laris Mitchell
        Stacy White
  7    Suzi Drummond 
12    Carolyn Ray
13    Lydia Williams
20    June Hart    
25    Rachel Catchings 
25    Kylee McGehee
26    Thaddeus Russell
28    Linda Miller
29    Conner Simmons
30    Nicole Faucett!

Happy Birthday to... 

1 Keith Sanders
4!     Winbourne Sullivan
6! Spike Simmons
8! Kelly Henley
8! Joseph Spurgeon 
10! Whitney Jones – janitor
13! Deanna Phelps
14! Jane Walman!
16! Phil Terrell
17! Kyle Phelps
18! Beverly Yates
19! Ron Yates
21! Martha Simmons
22! Britt White
25! Drew Parker
                 Dave Alford          
26           John Boyd
27         Gary Russell
30         Eileen Cato 

August

FLOWERS USHERS/
GREETERS
Tommy Ratcliff, 
Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham
Johnny Nance

Phil Terrell

ELDER of the MONTH: Wayne Hutchison

July Schedules
           MEN’S  INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
                BREAKFAST GROUP

1	
 Bob Phelps, Kit Stovall
8	
 Renan Richmond, Rick Penick
15	
 Jimmy Carroll Robertson, Whitney Rawlings
22	
 Bill Mitchell, Jim Alford
29	
 Randy Burris, Tommy Ratcliff

5	
 Prudence McGehee
12	
 Sue and Win Sullivan
19	
 Donna and Darrell Smith
26	
 Kathy and Bryan Harbour
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s

5:30  vespers

6:00 Session

1 2 1
7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper  only

2

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

3 4

Independence
Day

5
9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30: Worship 

6 7 8

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper only

9

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

10 11

12

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30: Worship
Sacrament of 
Communion

6:00 Session

13

Youth trip to 
Cajun Lagoon

14 15

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper only

16
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

17 18

19

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30: Worship 

20 21 22

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper only

23

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

24 25

26

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 

10:30: Worship 

27 28 29 

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper only

30

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

31

       Sunday              Monday           Tuesday         Wednesday     Thursday             Friday             Saturday         

July
2015

Bible School Mon.- Thurs. 5:45 p.m-7:45 p.m.
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