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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope

Romans 15:13



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

It’s Summer!
 
 Joy poured off little Kristen’s face even more 
than the water from the pool.  In the past week, she 
had finished kindergarten, participated in her spring 
dance recital, and gone to a party or two to 
celebrate.  There’s lots of pressure involved with 
being a kid these days!  As she bobbed in and out of 
the pool, the joy just wouldn’t hold back.  She 
shouted with all the drama of childhood: “My 
summer has finally started!”  
 Let’s not tell her about grown-up summers.  
Not yet.  She’ll find out soon enough.
 I know that summer doesn’t officially begin 
until mid-June, but whoever set that date didn’t live 
this  far south, where we’ll likely be above ninety with 
humidity to match long before summer begins, and 
where we’ll send our kids back to school in the 
middle of the worst of the heat.  For most of us in 
these parts, it’s summer,
 I hope that all of you find some time for a get-
away for a change of pace this  summer.  Whether 
it’s a trip to the beach with family or friends or both, 
some time in the mountains to escape the heat, or a 
visit to see someone or some place special, we all 
need to do something different once in a while.  
Deanna and I are looking forward to our annual 

week at Montreat for the Worship and Music 
Conference late in June. While some folks  think 
we’re crazy to go to class all day and choir rehearsal 
twice a day, we can’t wait.  
 We’ll be here for worship every Sunday in 
summer, of course, just like in other seasons.  We’ll 
look forward to seeing you as much as we always 
do.  We’ll depend on your faithful financial support to 
keep things rolling during summer as in other 
seasons.  
 The cycle of seasons is a sign of God’s 
promise to us through Noah.  When the flood had 
receded and life began anew, God said, “As long as 
the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter, day and night shall not 
cease.” (Genesis  8:22) Summer will come and go, 
and before we know it we’ll be renewing our 
commitments as we crank programming back up for 
fall and a new school year.  Let’s don’t rush it.  Let’s 
celebrate with Kristen that our summer has  finally 
started and enjoy it as the gift from God it is.
 I look forward to seeing you in worship as we 
explore the stories of David together this summer.
	
 	
 Grace and Peace,
	
 	
 	
 Bob

                                         
When I was a kid, I always looked forward to spending most of the summer away from 
home.  I stayed with grandparents and aunts, uncles, and cousins as much as I could in 
those days.  Spending the summer with others always brought plenty of opportunities 
to learn and grow.  

This year we’ll be spending the summer with David in worship.  The lectionary gives 
us several options for preaching and teaching, and this summer one of those options 
brings us a series of texts that tell the story of David, a man after God’s own heart but 
a man as broken and flawed as any of us.  We’ll begin with the Hebrew’s plea for a 

           king and then see how David grew into and filled that role for them. 



The following is a list of Sundays and stories we’ll experience 
together this summer. Hope you’ll join us each week 

as we learn from and about David. 

Date Scripture Topic

June 7 1 Samuel 15:34—16:13  Young David is anointed to be King

June 21 1 Samuel 17:32-49              David and Goliath

June 28 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 David grieves for Jonathan and Saul

July 5 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10           David becomes King

July12 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19       David brings the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem

July 19 2 Samuel 7:1-14                  David thinks God needs a house

July 26 2 Samuel 11:1-15  David and Bathsheba

August 2 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a  David’s sin is exposed

August 9 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33  David and Absalaom

August 16 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14  David dies.  Solomon becomes King

Summer brings us opportunities to experience a wide variety of music in worship.  
While our choir takes some well-earned rest this summer, we will once again invite 
friends from our community as well as some of our own to provide special music for 
the summer.  We’ll hear some familiar voices and some new ones singing and playing 
things we know and probably some we don’t.  I look forward to welcoming our guests 
as I know you do.  While all that’s going on, I’m working on selecting music for 
when we start up again in August and even (horrors!) taking an early look at music 
for Advent and Christmas!  Be sure to be here to help us welcome our musical guests 
this summer.  If there are hidden singers among us, please consider joining us when 
we start choir rehearsals again in August.  See me for more information.  Auditions 
are certainly not required and music reading is not a requirement.  Everyone’s 
welcome.  Come and help us make our joyful noise together.
                                             Deanna

Music Notes
from Deanna Phelps, Music Director



YoUtH SunDay

They led tHe WorShip 

anD were oUr ChoIr...

AnD Led tHe time 
witH tHe cHilDren...

They even Delivered tHe SerMon 
to tHe conGregatiOn...

 

AnD we tHanK tHem 

for a job welL done!



There was a special treat for the congregation on Mother’s Day.  The children sang “Dear God, I Thank 
You for My Hands” - a song with an important message for all of us at any age! 

“Dear God, I thank you for my hands to use in many ways, to help myself and others too, in kind and 
friendly ways.  Dear God, I thank you for my ears to hear my father sing, to hear my mother speak to 
me, to hear the church bells ring.  Dear God, I thank you for my eyes your wondrous works to see, the 
rainbow in the evening sky, each flower and bird and tree.  Dear God, I thank you for my mouth, to eat 
good food each day, to say kind words to everyone, to sing and smile and pray.”
____________________________________________________________________________________

 Children Sing on Mother’s Day...

Vacation	 Bible	 	 
School

        

G Force will be the theme of this summer’s Vacation Bible School experience for our 

children.  God is the G Force in our lives.  In God we live and move and have our being. 

 We’ll certainly be moving during VBS which will be in the evening from July 13-16 this 

summer.  We’ll learn about people like Moses, Solomon, friends who brought a man to 

Jesus for healing, and blind Bartimaeus.  

Melisa DeCoux and India Warshauer are already at work planning for this event. If you’d 

like to help in any way, please see them if they haven’t already seen you.  We look 

forward to a great time with our children and children from our community this summer.



Rejoice with those who rejoice...Romans 12:15a

Greta James Barr was born on May 5, 2015.  She is 
pictured with her proud and happy parents - JJ 

White MPC members, Joanna and Nicky Barr.  We 
join them in their joy and look forward to meeting 

Greta in the near future!

Congratulations to Joanna, Nicky, 

their family and friends!

Greta James Barr

JJ White MPC Welcomes New Member
The congregation of JJ White welcomed new 

member, Vicki Craghead, on Sunday, May 24.  

Vicki has been an active participant in the life of 
our church for a few years, and we are glad she has 
now made her membership official.  

Vicki enjoys gardening and reading.  (And 

incidentally, she makes a delicious banana 

pudding!)

It is great to have Vicki as a part of our church 

family!

More good news ... JJ White has gained 33 new members in the past two years!  We celebrated this 
with a “potluck” supper on Wednesday, May 27, with about 100 in attendance. Children among the 
new members were given Bibles.  All enjoyed delicious food and good company at this happy event.  
Thanks to the Fellowship Committee (Chaired by Robbie DeCoux and Margy Wicker) for putting 
together this occasion.   Thanks be to God for each new member of our church family!



PW Updates-

✦ The JJWMPC PW group sent a donation to 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to support 
their effort in Nepal following the recent 
earthquake devastation.

✦The PW Birthday Offering from our congregation was $252.  Your generosity in your support 
         of women and children in dire situations is appreciated.  Thank you!

✦PW of JJ White will not meet in June and July, but will continue the project to organize our 
church library each Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. to noon throughout the summer.  

✦Officers for the 2015-2016 term will be: Suzi Drummond, Moderator; Beverly Yates, Treasurer; 
Judy Deer, Secretary; Carol Wood, Missions; and Bess Simmons, Historian.

✦The new PW Bible study, beginning in August, will be Come to the Waters by Judy Record 
Fletcher.  This study will explore some of the Bible’s 800 references to water.  Make plans to be a 
part of Presbyterian Women beginning in August with meetings on the second Tuesday of each 
month through May 2016.

of JJ White MPC

Piano Recital on June 14

Dana Lamar, former organist and choir director at JJ White 

who currently serves at the Episcopal Church of the Mediator, 

will play a recital on piano in our sanctuary on 

Sunday afternoon, June 14, at 3:00 pm. 

 The event is free, and everyone is invited.  

Plan to join us as we celebrate this afternoon with Dana.

JJ White collects items for MICA 
(McComb Interdenominational Care Association)

on the last Sunday of each month.  
Next collection is on Sunday, May 31.

Please bring nonperishable items to the morning worship service.
                       Thanks!

 



Session News

The Session held its regular meeting for May on the 17th.  
Margy Wicker was excused.  All other members were present.  

Actions taken at the meeting include:

•Received Vicki Craghead as a new member upon her transfer from McComb 
First Baptist.
•Received Tom and Keri Gatlin as new members upon their transfer from 
McComb First Baptist.
•Approved the baptisms of Lola Gatlin (upon her profession of faith) and Katie 
Layne Gatlin (infant).  Big sister Taylor will participate in an upcoming 
Confirmation Class.
•Approved minutes of previous meetings.
•Approved a procedure for electing Trustees.
•Noted that Beverly Yates is the new Treasurer for Presbyterian Women.
•Received the Treasurer’s Report
•Heard reports from various committees.

The Session meets monthly. The June meeting will be on June 14 at 6:00 pm 
in the Ewell Martin Room.  Please see Bob or another member of the Session 
if you have questions or need additional information.

JJWMPC 2015 Session/Officers

Treasurer----------------------------------------- Wayne Hutchison
Clerk of Session --------------------------------Noggin Wild

Christian Education -------------------------Melisa DeCoux 
           
Congregational Care and Fellowship -------Robbie DeCoux and Margy Wicker

Evangelism  and Missions ---------------- Bob Arnold and Liz Terrell

Finance/Stewardship ------------------------- Wayne Hutchison

Government ---------------------------------------José Simo

Property ------------- -------------------------------Whitney Rawlings

Worship --------------------------------------------- Noggin Wild 



    

     
  

          

               CHILDREN’S CHURCH
7	
 Sara Beth Williams, Alison Allred
14	
 Libby Simo, Lee Williams
21	
 Susan White, India Warshauer
28	
 Carol Rawlings

June

SUNDAY BREAKFAST
7	
 Linda Miller
14	
 Kathy Parker
21	
 Libby and Jose’Simo
28	
 Sharon White

1! Loreice Naklie 
! Deb Richardson
6! Sharon White
7! June Moak
! Florence Sigman
10! Steven Allred
13! Beth Wild!
16! Alison Allred
 ! Jackie Russell!
17   ! Rusty Whittington
19   ! Artis Brown
23! Bess Simmons 
! Van Simmons!
28! Andrea DeCoux 

Happy Birthday to You!!

2! John Drummond 
6! Laris Mitchell
6! Stacy White
7         Suzi Drummond 
12 ! Carolyn Ray
13  ! Lydia Williams
20  ! June Hart    
25! Rachel Catchings 
25! Kylee McGehee
26  ! Thaddeus Russell
28  ! Linda Miller
29  ! Conner Simmons
30  ! Nicole Faucett!

July

FLOWERS USHERS/GREETERS
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham
Johnny Nance
Phil Terrell

ELDER of the MONTH: Whitney Rawlings

June Schedules
           MEN’S  INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
                BREAKFAST GROUP

3	
 Randy Burris, Tommy Ratcliff
10	
 John Drummond, Randy White
17	
 Noggin Wild, Kennon Singley
24	
 Dale Perdeye, Whit Whittington

7	
 Beth and Noggin Wild
14	
 Susan and Randy White
21	
 Laris and Bill Mitchell
28     Maxine Brock
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What is one to say about June, the time of perfect young summer, 
the fulfillment of the promise of the earlier months, 

and with as yet no sign to remind one that its fresh young beauty will ever fade. 
~Gertrude Jekyll
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  Sunday                  Monday           Tuesday               Wednesday           Thursday               Friday                Saturday         

June 2015


