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O sing to the Lord a new song;
    sing to the Lord, all the earth.
 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

    tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Psalm 96:1-2

Thank you to 

our choir, 

Deann
a, and Roge

r 

for their beautiful music!

Enjoy your 

summer break!



     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

Christlike, CONNECTED, and Committed

	
 When we think about what is distinctive about 
the way we do church in the Presbyterian tradition, 
three words I’ve always found helpful are Christlike, 
connected, and committed.  Our goal is to grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ so that we think and serve as 
he would.  It takes most of us a lifetime to figure out 
what that means in our lives.  Commitment is always a 
big part of our Christian walk.  We commit to follow 
Christ because of his commitment to redeem us. We 
often find it necessary to recommit when our 
intentions were good, but our actions came up short.  
Whether we’re good at them or not, we sort of 
understand Christlike and committed.
	
 Another important part of being Presbyterian is 
that we are connected to others who believe as we do.  
We experience that connection within our own 
congregation in the various groups in which we 
participate.  In Bible study groups, Sunday School 
classes, the choir, on committees and other groups that 
plan and do ministry, in work teams and other groups 
organized for specific tasks—in all these and other 
groups, we discover other people who struggle with the 
same struggles we do, find affirmation in the same 
hopes and dreams we do, people who experience life in 
many of the same ways we do.  The relationships we 
develop and nurture in the community we form sustain 
us and enrich our lives in ways we come to depend on.  
	
 A resource we sometimes overlook is the 
connection between us and those who believe and 
practice faith in congregations of our extended family.  
In the Presbyterian tradition, we are organized into 
presbyteries, synods, and the General Assembly. Our 
Presbytery of Mississippi includes thirty-three 
congregations located from Canton to the Coast.  
Those congregations range in size from a few larger 
than ours to several with smaller membership.  Some 
are country churches; some are in cities and towns.  
Some have extensive programs; others meet for 
worship alone.  Some have people of all ages while 
others are made up mostly of senior adults. What is 
important is not so much how we are all different as 
what makes us the same.  Our common faith and our 
common adherence to the Confessions and beliefs that 
bind us together make us a family.  Our Presbytery is 
working to become better at being a family.  Stay tuned 
for ways we can become more connected to others 

who believe as we do.  Beyond the Presbytery, our 
Synod of Living Waters includes Presbyterians in 
Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and Kentucky.  Across 
that broad region, we know we will never agree when it 
comes to sports allegiances, styles of barbecue, or 
several other very important things.  But knowing that 
there are congregations believing and worshiping as we 
do in all those places offers us community and hope.  
Again, some of those congregations are larger than 
ours; others are smaller.  Some enjoy pipe organ music 
as we do; others sing to guitars and horns.  What unites 
us is not uniformity, but common faith and hope.  
	
 Beyond the Synod we are united with 
Presbyterians across the country in one General 
Assembly.  Our denominational headquarters are in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  A shrinking staff there guides and 
directs our ministry on the denominational level.  One 
of those staff people, from the Office of Evangelism and 
Church Growth will be a resource person for our 
Presbytery’s meeting in August in Jackson.  The General 
Assembly itself, a representative body made up of 
ministers and elders from each of the Presbyteries, 
meets every two years to make decisions for all of us.  
The General Assembly will meet June 18-25 in Portland, 
Oregon.  A minister, and elder, and a youth advisory 
delegate from our Presbytery will be among those 
seated to make decisions at that meeting.  Recent 
Assemblies, as many of you are aware, have been 
contentious and divisive.  Let’s pray that this year’s 
meeting can be peaceful and can focus on ministry that 
moves us forward together.  Whatever issues arise on 
the docket for that meeting will affect us all because we 
are all one family.  Like any family, we don’t always 
behave as though we love one another or as though we 
are working toward common goals.  That’s just the way 
a family is.  
	
 Pray for our family, at every level, beginning right 
here on the corner of Third and Delaware.  Pray that we 
will find strength and encouragement in one another.  
Pray that we’ll be a family that nurtures and cares for 
each other.  Pray that we’ll continue to be open to all 
who see something about this family that is helpful to 
them.

Grace and Peace,
Bob

Reverend Bob Phelps



                     Remember the General Assembly in Your Prayers
From June 18-25 Presbyterians from across the country will gather in 
Portland, Oregon for the biennial meeting of the General Assembly.  
Please keep this meeting in your prayers as ministers and elders gather to 
make decisions and to dream dreams about our ministry together.  

             We’ll update you on actions taken after the meeting.  

      
 

                Music Notes
 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

I hope you’re missing the choir already!  I also hope you’ll express your 
appreciation to the various people who share musical gifts with us through 
the summer.  We’re in for some real treats this month.  A friend from 
Alabama will be here to share her gifts on the organ and in an organ/piano 
duet with me on June 5. Our good friend, Jennifer Sanders, will light up the 
piano keyboard on June 12.  Another friend, this one from Kentucky, will 
be here to sing with Bob and with Bridget Regan on June 19.  Our own 
Mary Ann Ratcliff will sing on June 26.  What a fun month it will be as 
we welcome these to share their gifts with us.  July will bring even more 
friends with gifts to share.  

I look forward to seeing you in worship throughout the summer.  I’m 
already looking at things for the choir to dig into when we regroup in 
August.  Consider adding your voice to ours.  Watch for announcements 
about start up.



JJWMPC Welcomes New Member

On Sunday, May 8, Georgia Mendonides was 
presented to the congregation of JJ White as a new 
member.  Georgia had already become a part of 
our church family before taking this next step of 
official membership.  She is always willing to help 
with church projects and to be a part of activities.  

Georgia came to McComb about 11 years ago 
from Chicago.  She had visited friends in Mississippi 
over the years, and when she retired this is where 
she decided to make her home.  She says she 
enjoys the warmer weather.

Georgia’s interests include gardening and cooking, 
as well as crocheting.

Welcome, Georgia.  We are glad you decided to 
make your home with us!

Special Choir for Mother’s Day

The younger children’s choir, led by Deanna 
Phelps, sang for us on Mother’s Day.  

They are pictured as they waited (with serious 
expressions) for their time to sing.  We enjoyed 
their sweet voices and hope they will sing for us 
again soon!

Our youth did it all on Sunday, May 29 - everything from 
reading scripture, preaching, and the children’s sermon to 
even taking up the collection!  Great job, JJW youth! 

JJW Youth Leads Morning Worship



The 2016 Confirmation Class of 2016 -  Alleigh Lewis,  Andrea Simo, Britt White, and Charles 
White were presented during the morning worship on May 15.   Britt White was baptized by 
Reverend Phelps as a part of this joyful service.  Carson Simmons, who was unable to attend 
on the15th, was presented and recognized as a member of the class on May 29.  

As stated in the liturgy during the welcoming of the group by the church family: “We welcome 
you with joy to the common life of this church.  We promise you our friendship and our prayers as we 
share the hopes and labors of the Church of Jesus Christ.  By the power of the Holy spirit, may we 
continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love, and together, be witnesses to the love of Christ 
at work in the world.”

Congratulations to this great group!

Presentation of Confirmation Class for 2016

...after the service.

 Carson Simmons becomes a new 
member of JJ White MPC .

During the confirmation service - Britt White (l.) Charles White,  
Andrea Simo,  Alleigh Lewis, and Reverend Bob Phelps



JJ White MPC Picnic

 A beautiful setting 
and plenty of great food 
make a picnic perfect!

 Thanks to the Congregational Care/Fellowship 
Committee and all who helped prepare for our 
church picnic on Sunday, May 15.  
                            
A special thanks to Lu Becker for welcoming us to 
her home!   It was a great afternoon of delicious 
food, fun, and fellowship for our church family!



             Summer Camp for jjWMPC youth

Youth camp is scheduled for June 22-24 this summer.  It will be 
held at the home of Stacy and Amanda.  
	

Parents, please contact Amanda Lewis to 
make sure your child is registered, so you 

will get all camp info.

Some people have wanted to know of ways they 
can help with camp.  Here is how you can help.  
Below is a list of needed food items, etc.  There will 
be a sign up sheet on the front pew, or you can let  

Amanda know which items you wish to provide.    
All items should be brought to the church no later 

than Sunday, June 19. 
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
         

Chips
Cookies 
Gatorade (12 oz bottles)
Powerade (12 oz bottles)
2 liter soft drinks
Hamburger patties - 30
Hamburger buns - 30

	


Hotdogs - 40
Hotdog Buns - 40
Mayo
Mustard
Ketchup
Watermelon
Cinnamon rolls - 5 cans 
Tiki torch oil - 4 large 
bottles

Items Needed for Camp *

*If anyone would like to provide supper for Wednesday or 
Thursday night of the camp, that would be great as well. 
 Just let Amanda know.

Thanks for your support!

Please bring gently used athletic shoes 
to benefit Heritage Hills, 

a mission partner working with children in Honduras.  
You may bring shoes anytime between now and July 31.  

Kay Robinson has more information.  
The collection box is in the Ewell Martin Room.

Thanks!

Who knew??!  your used athletic shoes can Help!



Vacation Bible School:
Monday-Thursday, July 11-14, 6-8 pm.  
We’ll have a beach theme as we catch 
the wave of God’s amazing love at this 

year’s Surf Shack VBS. 
Contact Melisa DeCoux and Ally Allred to 

find out ways you can help.

  
Mark your calendars now for some special programs 

for our children during their time 
out of school this summer.

Children’s Story Time:  
Wednesdays, June 8, and 22 and July 6 and 20 at 2:00 pm.  
This new event is for children from kindergarten through 
grade 4.  Various members of the congregation will read 
stories, sing songs, and enjoy good times with our children 
on these days. 

PW of JJ White will meet on Tuesday, June 14, 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  All women 
are invited for friendship, Bible study, and a light 
lunch!  At this meeting the group will finish the 
2015-16 Bible study Come to the Waters with 
the last lesson “River of Life” from Revelation 
21-22.
       

PW will not meet in July, but will resume !  
! their regular meetings in August on Tuesday, August 9. The 2016-17 PW Bible study will be 
! Who Is Jesus?  What a Difference a Lens Makes- 

Plan to be a part of PW this year (August 2016-June 2017) as they begin a new study 
and as they look for ways to serve the church and community.



You are invited to join us 
in honoring the engaged couple -

  

Maranda Cranford
 and Kyle Phelps

Saturday, July 30

3-5 p.m.

188 Cedar Ridge Road
Beth and Noggin Wild
Debbie and Tommy Brock
Suzi and John Drummond
Kathy and Bryan Harbour
Linda and J.C. Johnson
Betty and Rick Penick

Pat Randall
Mary Ann and Tommy Ratcliff
Carol and Whitney Rawlings
Sue and Win Sullivan
Sharon and Cliff White

Sue White
Susan and Randy White 

	 An invitation to our church family...



5	 Melisa DeCoux, Marissa Nance
12	 Joanna Barr, Brandy Dyess
19	 Sara Beth Williams, Alison Allred
26	 Libby Simo, Lee Williams

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham          

Johnny Nance

Elder of the Month 

Kathy Harbour

 June Schedules          
5	  Maxine Brock
12	 Susan and. Randy White
19	  Joan Kennedy
26	 Laris and Bill Mitchell

Children’s Church

June

Sunday Morning Breakfast

      Men’s Interdenominational Wednesday
           Breakfast Group

1	 Randy Burris, Tommy Ratcliff
8	 Randy White, John Drummond
15	 Noggin Wild, Jeff Franks
22	 Dale Perdeye, Whit Whittington
29	 Kennon Singley, Joseph Spurgeon

5	 Sharon White
12	 Bill Mitchell
19	 Lee Williams
26	 Hutchison “girls”

1 Deb Richardson

6 Sharon White 

7 June Moak

7 Florence Sigman

10 Steven Allred

13 Beth Wild 

16 Alison Allred

16   Jackie Russell  

17    “Rusty” Whittington

19    Artis Brown

23 Bess Simmons

 Van Simmons 

28      Andrea DeCoux

July

Happy 
Birthday

to ...

2 John Drummond 

6 Laris Mitchell 

6 Stacy White

7       Suzi Drummond      

12  Carolyn Ray

13   Lydia Williams

17 Dottie Heiss

20   June Hart     

25 Rachel Catchings 

25 Kylee McGehee

26   Thaddeus Russell

28   Linda Miller

29   Conner Simmons

30   Nicole Faucett

Flowers



1 

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

2

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

3 4

5  

 
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship 

6 7 8 

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

Children’s 
StoryTime 

2:00 pm

9

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

10 11

12

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning
    Worship

6:00 pm Session 
Meets

13 14

     Presbyterian 

Women 

11:30 a.m 
Fellowship Hall

15

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

16
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

17 18

19 

Father’s Day

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship - 

  

20 21 22

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

 Children’s 
StoryTime 

2:00 pm    

23
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

24 25

26

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship  

              

27 28 29 30

   Sunday      Monday      Tuesday    Wednesday  Thursday    Friday    Saturday         

June 
2016

Spring being a tough act to follow,
God created June."

-  Al Bernstein 

JJWMPC Youth Camp


