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For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them." Matthew 18:20

a word from our pastor...
The Reverend Bob Phelps
a word
from our pastor..
Here Comes Summer!
I promised last winter when we all thought we
would freeze to death that I would not complain
no matter how hot it got this summer. I've caught
myself before breaking that promise a couple of
times already, but I'm working hard to keep it. It
seems that we've fallen into that pattern of hoping
for afternoon showers so we don't have to drag
the hoses around and water awfully early this
year. Ready or not, summer is here.
Vacation Bible School came early this year. We
thought we had scheduled around lots of conflicts
by having it early, but baseball All-Star practice, a
couple of family trips, and some unexpected illness
cut into our attendance. Even so, thanks to some
faithful volunteers, our kids and their friends
learned important lessons about how much God
loves them and how to share that love with
others.
By the time some of you read this, I'll either be in
St. Louis to serve as a Commissioner from the
Presbytery of Mississippi to General Assembly or
on the way. This meeting, which happens every
two years, will bring ministers, elders, and others
who serve the Church together in the middle of
the country to make decisions about our ministry.

While the docket appears to be less controversial
than it has been in recent years, it is still
important for us to gather and support one
another as we serve and worship together. I'll
bring you a full report when I return, and I'll
appreciate your prayers as we meet.
Many of you will be out and about more than
usual during summer, too. Some are at the beach
now; others are making plans to go. Some are in
the mountains. Others are making plans for that.
Still others will go to Europe and other exciting
plans. Every week so far, and I suspect every week
coming up, some of our pews will be empty as
individuals and families do what they do in
summer. Whether it's visit Grandma or visit some
exotic place, enjoy your travels. Worship with us
when you're home. Worship somewhere else
when you're traveling, and tell us about those
experiences when you come home.
However you spend your summer, I hope it brings
rest, renewal, and fun. And I hope you come back
to us with renewed energy for ministry.
Grace and Peace,
Bob

Thursday Bible Study
Our Thursday morning Bible study group recently completed a study of the Gospel of Mark.
We'll take a few weeks off in June, and we'll begin a new study, of the Gospel of Luke, on July
5. Newcomers are always welcome to join us. We meet from 10:30 until noon on Thursdays
in the Covenant Life Classroom on the second floor. No one expects you to be a Bible scholar to
participate. Your perspective and opinions (we've all got those) are, however, important, and we
look forward to your sharing them with us. Luke, of course, begins with the birth of John and
Jesus. So we'll celebrate Christmas in July with this new study. We hope you'll join us.

Music Notes
from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

Many of you know how much I look forward to the annual Worship and Music Conference
at Montreat every summer.
Bob and I will be heading there
the last week of this month and
I can hardly wait. I know that
going to church every day and
choir practice twice a day
doesn’t sound inviting to
everyone, but we love being there among some of the most creative people in the Church and
learning with and from them. I make new acquaintances every summer, and it’s fun to
hear about their experiences in their churches back home. Most of us are about the same;
we’re never satisﬁed with what we can do or what we have to do with, but it’s fun to hear
about what other choirs do and to share some of what we do with them. Of course, the
western Carolina mountains are beautiful, but when they ﬁll with worship and music done
by Presbyterians, they become sacred space. I’m sure I’ll bring back some new pieces for
our choir to do when we start up again in the fall. I’m even more sure I’ll come back with
my spirit renewed and with renewed assurance of God’s love and provision for all of us.
We’ll enjoy a variety of music in worship this summer while the choir is oﬀ. Pray for those
who will be with us, and express your appreciation when they’re here.

JJ White MPC Welcomes Three New Members

New members - Carol, Aubree, and Megan Arnold
with Reverend Phelps

Carol, Aubree, and Megan Arnold were presented to the congregation as new members of JJ White
MPC on Sunday, June 3, 2018. They come to us by membership transfer from their previous church
in Ponchatoula, LA.
Carol has worked for Winn Dixie for 27 years. She enjoys cooking, reading, and singing in the choir
at JJ White. Aubree and Megan are going into their junior year of high school. Both enjoy drawing
and reading. They are already involved with our youth group.
We welcome these three new members with Joy into the common life of our church family..

Presbyterian Women will resume their monthly meetings on Tuesday,
August 13, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The new study will be
on the promises of God. Books
for the study will be available at
the August meeting. Enjoy the
summer and plan to be a part of
Presbyterian Women when the
new season begins in August.

Celebrating Birthdays of a Special Group

Honorees - Libby Robinson, Ralph Brock and Eileen Cato

We recently enjoyed the
birthday celebration for
our dear members who
have reached the age of 90
plus: Emily Austin,
Ralph Brock, Eileen Cato,
and Libby Robinson.
Thanks be to God for these
four amazing and faithful
members!
We greatly appreciate all
who attended (about 65),
our honorees and their
guests for making this a
happy event.

Honoree - Emily Austin (center) with
friends Joan Kennedy and Stacey Moak

Maybe we should count our blessings by twos...
there are three sets of twins at JJ White!

Colton and Avery
Aubree and Megan

Henry and Hayden

JJW Vacation Bible School 2018 Music, Crafts, Learning, and Fun!

Christmas in July for MICA
The summer months are difficult ones for the Food Pantry at MICA. Many kids are
home for summer who normally eat breakfast and lunch at school, so families
struggle to keep them fed. Every summer, MICA invites
MICA us to provide extra help through their Christmas in July
emphasis. You can pick up a paper grocery bag in the
sanctuary. The bag has some suggestions for things
MICA particularly needs during summer. You may
bring them back any Sunday in July. Our regular MICA
food collection will be on Sunday, July 29. Please help
us help MICA serve hungry families this summer.
The Session held its regular meeting for May on May 20, 2018, at 6:00 pm in the
Ewell Martin Room. Elder Will Kimmel was excused. All other elders
and our Pastor, the Moderator, were present. Actions
taken at the meeting include:

Session Report
for May

✤ reception of new members Carol, Aubree, and
Megan Arnold upon transfer from
Westside Baptist Church in Ponchatoula, LA.
✤ approval of minutes and financial reports.
✤ discussed church security issues.

✤ heard reports from:
• Christian Education Committee regarding Vacation Bible School plans
• Fellowship and Congregational Care Committee regarding the annual
Birthday Party for members who are aged 90 and beyond and homebound
communion.
• Property Committee regarding lawn care, lighting in sanctuary, roof
repairs and other ongoing maintenance issues.
• Worship Committee regarding summer worship and pulpit supply.
The Session meets monthly, normally on the second Sunday evening. If you have
questions or items for discussion, please see Bob or another member of the Session.
Please remember the Session in your prayers as they guide the ministry of our
congregation.

Note from editor: We will be a little off schedule with the newsletters
for the summer, but will be back to our usual schedule in September.
Thanks,
Suzi

June Schedules
Children’s Church
03 Melisa DeCoux
10 Linda Miller
17 Carol Rawlings
24 Ally Allred

Flowers
03
10
17
24

Communion
Beth and Noggin Wild
Kathy Parker
Susan and Randy White

Sunday Morning Breakfast
03 Debbi Brock
10 Sharon White
17 Bill Mitchell
24 Hutchison

Men’s Interdenominational Breakfast

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance

06
13
20
27

Kennon, Joseph
Renan, Buddy
Rick, Jim
Bob, Clem

Elder of the Month
Whitney Rawlings

Happy Birthday
June
1
6
7
10
13
14
16
17
23
28

Deb Richardson
Sharon White
June Moak
Flo Sigman
Steven Allred
Beth Wild
Debbi Brock
Alison Allred
Jackie Russell
Rusty Whittington
Van Simmons
Andrea DeCoux

July
2 John Drummond
6 Laris Mitchell
Stacy White
7 Suzi Drummond
12 Carolyn Ray
13 Lydia Williams
17 Dottie Heiss
20 June Hart
25 Rachel Catchings
Kylee McGehee
26 Thaddeus Russell
28 Linda Miller
29 Conner Simmons
30 Nicole Faucett

June
2018
Sunday

3

Monday

4

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

6

7

9:00 light breakfast
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship Sacrament
of Communion

7:15 a.m Men’s
Breakfast

Vacation Bible School
Sunday, June 3- Tuesday, June 5
10

11

12

9:00 light breakfast

13

7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast

9:30 Sunday School

Thursday

10:30 Morning
Worship

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM
14
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

6:00 pm
Session Meets

18

17

19

9:00 light breakfast
9:30 Sunday School

20
7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast

10:30 Morning
Worship

25

24
MICA

9:00 light breakfast
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship

26

27
7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast

21
B
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

28
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

