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          20 ~  10:30 a.m.     Palm Sunday (One Great Hour of 

            Sharing Offering)

         24 ~  6:30 p.m       Maundy Thursday Service
         25 ~  6:30 p,m.      Good Friday Service
         27~   6:57 a.m.      Sunrise Service
         27 ~  10:30 a.m.     Easter             
                          

                         Details about this schedule on p. 3 

For God So Loved the world... “ 
John 3:16

Holy Week at JJWhite 



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

One Shining Moment?

We’re about to launch out into my favorite time 
of year again.  Yes, I am grateful for the discipline 
and learning of the Lenten season, and I’m 
enjoying our journey through Making Sense of 
the Cross on Sunday afternoons.  Of course, I’m 
looking forward to the joy of Easter morning 
when we’ll gather to celebrate our salvation and 
the joy and peace it brings.  But I have to be 
honest and say that my most favorite time of 
the year will begin in mid-March when the 
NCAA basketball tournament, March Madness, 
begins. (Of course, I’m still celebrating Alabama’s 
victory in the football championship, but now 
it’s basketball time!  When you’re from 
Kentucky, that matters!)  I’d like it better this 
year, of course, if my Cats from Kentucky were 
playing more consistently than they are this 
season, but even if I can’t pick them to win the 
whole thing this year when I fill out my bracket 
(and I haven’t given up that hope altogether 
yet), I still love the excitement and energy of 
tournament time.  It all ends up with some team 
(Please don’t let it be that bunch from 
Durham!) cutting down the nets after they’ve 
won the final game.  Every year, CBS puts 
together a review of the tournament in pictures 
while Luther Vandross sings “One Shining 
Moment.”   Of course, that’s about all that 
winning team will get is one shining moment 
because as soon as that song’s over, the earliest 
preseason poll for next year will be out, and 

preparations for the 2017 tournament will 
begin.  One shining moment is about as long as 
all that joy lasts.

We are on our way to the greatest celebration 
in the Christian year.  Easter falls on March 27 
this year, and we will celebrate the joy of 
Resurrection power with music, flowers, 
hopefully a huge crowd, and the story of God’s 
redeeming love told the best way we know 
how.  It will be a great and glorious day, as 
Easter always is.  Then we have to decide 
whether Easter will be just one shining moment 
or a step on our continuing journey toward 
maturity of faith and service.  The Good News 
is that we get to make that choice.  God does 
not offer us joy for a moment, but joy for a 
lifetime.  

As we continue our 
journey to the cross 
during the remaining 
d a y s o f L e n t , i t 
becomes easier to 

focus on the goal:  the joy of Easter morning.  
Let’s decide right now that Easter won’t be just 
one day of celebration this year.  Let’s decide 
that it will be the beginning of joy that will last 
forever.

I look forward to sharing Easter joy with you.  
And to seeing who’ll be in the Final Four the 
following week.  

Grace and Peace,
Bob



Holy Week will offer several opportunities to journey with Jesus to the cross and to the joy of Easter morning.  
Plan to join us for all the special worship opportunities and other events of Holy Week, March 20-27.

Sunday, March 20:  Palm Sunday
We’ll begin worship outside the Third and Delaware corner door, weather permitting.  Children will distribute
palm branches, and we will hear the Palm Sunday Gospel from Luke before we all process into the sanctuary to 

continue our worship together.  We’ll celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem which set in motion the events that lead 

to our salvation.  

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, March, 21, 22, and 23.  Self-Guided Prayer and Meditation.

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week, we invite you to stop by the church at your convenience and 
to take advantage of several opportunities to reflect on the events of this week as recorded in Scripture.  These 
opportunities will be set up in classrooms on the sanctuary level of the building and will give you opportunities to 

experience Holy Week through Scripture, art, music, and quiet reflection.  Please plan to stop by sometime early 

this week for some time for prayer and reflection.

Maundy Thursday, March 24:  The Sacrament of Holy Communion, 6:30 pm
Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper Jesus shared with his disciples before he died, his institution of 
the Sacrament of Communion so that all of us would have a way to remember his love for us, and his command to 

us to love on another as he has loved us.  Join us for worship led by our choir at 6:30 on this Thursday evening.  
Through music, Word, and sacrament, we will reflect on God’s great love for us.

Good Friday, March 25:  A Service of Solemn Remembrance, 6:30 pm
Good Friday is a day for solemn remembrance of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross in atonement for our sin and to 

bring us everlasting peace.  We will hear the story of Jesus on the cross from John’s Gospel.  Plan to be here for this 
moving and meaningful time of worship.

Easter Worship:
Sunrise Worship at 6:57 am.  Join us on the back lawn of the Schroeder House at 6:57 am on Easter morning, 
Sunday, March 27, weather permitting.  If the weather requires it, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
service will include the Easter Gospel from John’s Gospel.  We will also enjoy a pancake breakfast in the Fellowship 
Hall after the service.  Plan to join us as we begin our Easter celebration early in the morning.
Easter Worship at 10:30 am.  Come early to get a seat for Easter worship in the sanctuary.  From Roger’s opening 
chord on the organ through the words of benediction, the service will be filled with joy and promise.  The sermon will 

come from Luke’s Resurrection account.  The choir and the organ will provide joyful music.  Invite family and 

friends to join us for the greatest celebration of the year. 



Music Notes

The sound of things in the choir room 
has changed a little in recent days.  
No, we haven’t been swamped with 
new singers who change the quality 
of our singing, and we thankfully 

      
 

             

                Music Notes
 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

Selecting music for Easter morning is one of the hardest parts of being a church musician.  !ere 
are many beauti"l anthems for Easter, and new ones come out every year.  But how do we #press 
the unspeakable joy of Easter morning in words and music we can manage?  Some think it’s not 
Easter without Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.”  Others want something new every year.  Still others 
just want something pretty.  !e two pieces we’ll be singing on Easter this year are "ll of joy and 
promise.  We’ll begin the morning with “Resurrection Alleluias” by Tom Fettke.  We will begin our 
Easter worship with a strong affirmation that Christ is Risen; he’s alive!   Later in the service, we’ll 
sing “Christ is Arisen” from Handel’s other great oratorio, Judas Maccabaeus.  We hope that 
these two pieces, together with everything else that happens in that service will help us #perience the 
joy of the morning.  

Of course, before we can #perience that joy, there are many other emotions to work through.  We 
invite and encourage you to join us on Maundy !ursday, March 24, when we will sing several 
pieces of a different mood and as we gather to remember the Last Supper Jesus shared with his 
disciples before he died.  !en we’ll encourage you to be with us again on Good Friday, March 25, 
when the mood grows even more somber as we huddle at the foot of the cross.  !ere won’t be nearly 
as much joy in those two services, but we need to #perience all the moods of Holy Week if we are to 
"lly know the joy of Easter morning.  

Plan to be with us all three times that week and to know both the pain and con"sion of the cross 
and the joy of the empty tomb.  We look forward to all that Holy Week will be.



JJ White MPC Welcomes New Members

On Sunday, January 31, the congregation of JJW 
welcomed new members, Cathy and Ray Salter. 

They have lived across various parts of the US but 
decided to retire to the best place for them: 
Southern Mississippi.

We are glad they have found their way to JJ White!

Ray and Cathy's interests include farming, 
gardening, home remodeling and spoiling their 
dogs. Ray is a big New Orleans Saints fan and Cathy 
enjoys making crafts for friends and family. They 
have two grown children; one in Texas and one in 
Louisiana. 

Welcome Ray and Cathy!

New Elder Installed

Kennon Singley was installed as a member of 
the new class of elders on the 2016 JJWMPC 
Session.  Kennon has previously served as an 
elder at JJ White, and we appreciate his 
willingness to serve again.

Two other new elders, Kathy Harbour and Ally 
Allred, were ordained and installed earlier this 
year.

All three of these new ruling elders bring 
additional talents and abilities to the session.  
Please remember to keep these new session 
members along with Bob and the other elders 
in your prayers.



Parents vs Youth Night - Friday, March 4, @ 6:00 p.m. 
              Meet in the Fellowship Hall.       !!

Mission Project - Saturday, March 5, we will be helping families affected 
              by the tornado in Wesson. (Time to be announced closer to date.)

Handbells - Performers are preparing a special for the spring. It is important 
             that those involved be at practice on the designated Wednesdays. 

Youth Game Night - Wednesday, March 30.  We will meet in the 
! ! youth room 

March
 Youth events

Presbyterian Women of JJ White will hold their next 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, March 8, at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Phyllis  Turner will lead the Bible study on 
Lesson Six “Waters  of Justice and Righteousness” (Amos 
5:21-24). Deanna Phelps and Suzi Drummond will provide 
a light lunch.  

All women are encouraged to attend any of the monthly PW meetings for Bible study, a light lunch, and 
friendship.

Mission contributions were made to The Fellowship of the Least Coin Offering (The Fellowship of the Least 
Coin is  a world-wide ecumenical movement of prayer for peace, justice and reconciliation. Through this 
movement Christian women around the world seek fellowship with each other and are reminded to live a 
reconciled and forgiving life with others.) and to the JJW 2016 Mission Conference to help defray 
conference expenses.

Several members of the PW of JJ White plan to attend the PW Gathering on Saturday, March 5, at Faith 
Presbyterian Church in Jackson involving women from churches across the Presbytery of Mississippi.

Plans are being made for JJ White’s PW to host the Cluster Meeting in early fall.  This meeting is attended 
by PW groups from churches in the area from Jackson south to McComb. 

of JJ White MPC



JJW Mission Conference 2016 

Lunch is almost ready....

Putting together school kits for PDA-

“Excel by 5” project- 

Friday night worship with Beth Goss

Special Guests: Sally Dyer 
and Beth Goss from 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance



Cleaning up the gym area.

Cleaning the Kitchen-
Kids help, too!



Landscaping Crew!

Cleaning the boiler room 
with a smile!

Closets, too!

Putting up the shutters...



Cleaning and washing!

Sorting through the boxes and making things tidy....

“Souper Bowl” Sunday

Electrical work - 
Yikes!!!



           Mark Kroos in April
 
Some of you probably remember when we hosted Mark 
Kroos, the only double-necked guitar player we know, 

for a concert more than a year ago.  We are happy to report that 
Mark, who lives in North Carolina, will be back in our area this 
spring and that we’ll host him for another performance here on 
Friday, April 8.  Watch for more information about time and other 

details, but mark your calendar now so you’ll be sure to be here 
for this special performance by a super talented musician. 

F.Y.I
We will host a blood drive for United Blood Services on Wednesday, March 9, from 3:30 until 7:00 pm 

in the Ewell Martin Room.  You can make your 
donor appointment at www.bloodhero.com, 
sponsor code JJWMP, or you can see Carol 
Wood for scheduling.  You can also complete 
your health questionnaire on the day of the drive 
at www.UnitedBloodServices.org.  Please help us 
guarantee adequate blood supply for our 
community by giving blood during this drive.

Hey Kids,

Watch for information about 

an Easter Egg Hunt 

on Saturday, March 26.

Get your baskets ready to go!

http://www.bloodhero.com
http://www.bloodhero.com
http://www.UnitedBloodServices.org
http://www.UnitedBloodServices.org


6 Carol Rawlings, Keri Gatlin
13 Melisa DeCoux, Marissa Nance
20 Joanna Barr, Brandy Dyess
27 Sara Beth Williams, Alison Allred

Flowers

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham          
Johnny Nance

Elder of the Month 
Margy Wicker

 March Schedules          
6 Judy Deer
13 Ralph Brock
20 Palm Sunday
27 Easter Sunday

Children’s Church

March

6 Hutchison girls
13 Lee Williams
20 Sharon White
27 Mary Ann Ratcliff

Sunday Morning Breakfast

4 Judy Deer
5 Flo Boyd
6 Natalie Simo        
8 Jim McElwee
 Andi Alford
11  Charles Ray
12 Dolores Duczer
15     Angie Simmons       
 Randy White
18 Alan Howell
19 Taylor Gatlin
23 Betty Penick
25 Dixie Fouche’
25 Kirk Gibbes
29 Iddo Enochs
29 Karen Sanders

 Men’s Interdenominational Breakfast Group
2 Bob Phelps, Kit Stovall
9 Renan Richmond, Rick Penick
16 Jimmy Carroll Robertson, Whitney Rawlings
23 Bill Mitchell, Jim Alford
30 Randy Burris, Tommy Ratcliff

1 Dominic Cotton
1 Meredith Singley

3 James Whitney Rawlings
3 Sue White

10 Heather Ray
16 Kay Robinson

17 Tommy Catchings
18  Bill Catchings, Jr.
19 Lee  Williams
20 Kennon Singley
21 Kathleen Harbour
23      Nicky Barr
27 Tom Warren Wild

Happy Birthday
to ...

April



1 2 3 4

“Parents vs. 
Youth” Night
6:00 p.m.

5
PW Gathering 
Faith Presbyterian 
Jackson, MS

Youth Mission to 
Wesson, MS

6                        
9:00 light 
breakfast 

9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning     
Worship /
Communion  

5:00 Lenten Study    

7 8

Presbyterian 
Women 

11:30 a.m 
Fellowship Hall

9                

7:15 a.m      
Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper 

6;00 activities for 
all ages

6:30 choir                     

10
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

11 12

13
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship 

5:00 Lenten Study

6:00 Session 
Meets

14 15 16

7:15 a.m      
Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

17
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

18 19

20  

Palm Sunday

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Morning     
Worship   
5:00 Lenten Study    

21

Spring is here!

22 23

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper                      
6:00 activities for 
all ages                
6:30 choir

24

6:30p.m.
Maundy 

Thursday 
Service

25

6:30p.m

Good 
Friday 
Service

26

Children’s 

Easter Egg 

Hunt 

27 
Easter
6:57 Easter 

Sunrise Service

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship                  

28 29 30 

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper   

5:30 Youth 
Game Night 
(youth rm)                 

31

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

   Sunday      Monday      Tuesday    Wednesday   Thursday     Friday       Saturday         

"Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers today;
And give us not to think so far away

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here
All simply in the springing of the year.

~Robert Frost~A Prayer in Spring

March 2016


