
J.J.White

Memorial
Presbyterian

Church

May 2015 Newsletter

 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 

abide in my love.  John 15:9



a word from our pastor...

     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

The old adage says, “April showers bring May flowers.”  
With all the rain that April has brought us, we must be 
in for a bunch of blooms when May arrives!  It seems 
that almost every day in April has brought the 
possibility of rain.  We’ve dashed around between 
showers to mow and pull a few weeds here and there, 
but if April showers really do bring May flowers, we are 
in for a real treat this month.  The roses, lilies, 
magnolias and other blooming plants ought to give us a 
real show.  After what felt like a long, gloomy winter, 
summer blooms will be worth the wait.

We sometimes feel the same way about our work in 
the Church.  Those of us who commit ourselves to the 
work of the Church, both church professionals and 
faithful church members, sometimes feel like we go 
through long, gloomy spells when we don’t see much 
result from the work we do.  Whether we are elders 
who work behind the scenes to plan for and oversee 
the ministry of the church, preachers and teachers and 
musicians who prepare week after week in the hope 
that what we plan will be helpful to those who come, 
committee members who do the often thankless tasks 
involved in planning and implementing church 
programs, or faithful church members who support all 
that work with our attendance, our prayers, and our 
giving, we sometimes go through spells when we 
wonder what all our work amounts to.  I write this 
month to encourage us all.  We are experiencing lots of 
wonderful things in our church, and I am sure God has 
many other wonderful things in store for us in the 
future.

Our growing youth group is one of those things.  Most 
of you can remember not so long ago when children 
and young people were few and far between in our 
congregation. A quick glance across the congregation 
on most Sundays shows how much that has changed.  
Faithful leaders have stepped up to provide leadership 
for this growing group, and we are all thankful for the 
energy that comes from having young people in our 
midst.  Their recent fund raising lunch provided a good 

time for all of us and helped us support and encourage 
their work.

Our growing overall membership is another sign of 
good things among us.  We received 13 new members 
in 2014 and have received another 8 already this year.  
We are also encouraged by newcomers who continue 
to join us and express interest in becoming part of our 
church family.  Especially encouraging is the way we see 
new members become involved in ministry.  Seeing 
newcomers in Bible study, helping in the kitchen, singing 
in the choir, and showing up on Wednesday nights and 
for other special programs means they feel welcome 
and at home here.

Increasing numbers across the board in all of our 
programs and activities are also encouraging.  Our 
Thursday morning Bible study group has grown to 
about a dozen regular participants (There’s always 
room for more if you’re interested in learning about 
the early church—and experiencing interesting 
conversation along the way!).  Participation from 
children, youth, and adults on Wednesday nights is up.  
And worship attendance on Sundays continues to show 
an increase.  

As we head into summer when schedules change, we 
need to feel good about where we are as a church.  All 
those periods of hard work and prayer are producing 
results, not just in numbers, but spiritual growth for all 
of us and service in our community and beyond.    The 
Apostle Paul encouraged his young protégé, Timothy, 
when he said, “proclaim the message; be persistent 
whether the time is favorable or unfavorable….carry 
out your ministry fully.”  If we continue to be faithful to 
proclaim God’s Word and to share God’s grace through 
our church, God will continue to bless us with benefits 
we have not yet imagined.  The blooms are coming, 
even greater than those we have seen.  Thanks be to 
God!
	
 	
 Grace and Peace,
	
 	
 	
 Bob



Rejoice with those who rejoice...Romans 12:15a

Bonnie Mellage and Will Ratcliff to Wed in June

Will Ratcliff and Bonnie Mellage will wed on June 2o in Auburn, Nebraska. 
For those of us who cannot be there we join them on that special day in spirit 
with our prayers as they begin 
their marriage. 

The photo was taken when Will 
and Bonnie were with us one 
Sunday last year.  They are 
shown with Will’s parents, 
Tommy and Maryann Ratcliff, 
and Reverend Phelps.

Will is a graduate of Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Decatur, 
Georgia. Bonnie will finish there 
this May.

Owen James Regan

Owen James Regan was born on 
April 22, 2015.  His parents are 
Gabe and Tiffany Regan of 
Ridgeland, MS.  Owen is joyfully 
welcomed by his sister Chloe, his 
grandmother Mary Regan, and 
his aunt, Bridgett Regan.  He is 
the grandson of the late Ben 
Regan.

Owen is pictured above with his dad, Gabe, and at left - wearing the 
expression his dad calls “his skeptical face”.  The photos were taken when 
he was only six hours old!  What a charmer!



JJ White Welcomes New Member
The congregation of JJ White MPC recently 
welcomed Kelly Henley as a new member. Kelly 
has moved to McComb from Oklahoma.  Her two 
daughters, Melisa DeCoux and Sara Beth 
Williams; her grandchildren - Henry, Hayden, 
and Gracie; as well as her mom, Betty Walker, 
are all members of JJ White, so she is truly a part 
of our church family in many ways! 
Kelly enjoys music, the mountains, and spending 
time with family and friends.  (And we enjoy 
having her here with us in McComb and at 
JJ White!)

 

We hope you agree that our choir makes important contributions to our worship 
week after week.  Whether it’s a festival day like Easter or Christmas or a more 
normal Sunday when we gather, the choir has always worked hard to have 
something meaningful to contribute to worship.  Sometimes we work so hard and get 
so attached to a piece that it seems a shame to sing it once and then file it away.  
This year, before the choir takes a break for a few weeks in the summer, we’re going 
to reprise a few of our favorites from this year.  We circulated a list of all the pieces 
we’ve sung since last fall and asked choir members to vote on their favorites.  We 
took the top several vote-getters and will work them into a worship service in late 
May.  We’re not sure whether we want to call this the Choir’s Greatest Hits Day or 
maybe Solid Gold Sunday, but whatever we call it, we hope you’ll enjoy hearing some 
of our favorites again.  We are working on a schedule of special music for the 
summer.  If you have someone from in or beyond our church that you’d like to hear 
this summer, please let me know.  
       Deanna

Music Notes
from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

__________________________________________________________



JJ White MPC Youth Host Loaded Potato Bar 
& Bake-off Event

Potatoes with all the 
toppings plus salad were 
enjoyed by all on a 
recent Sunday after the 
morning worship service. 
Also, the cakes were 
amazing! Congratulations 
to all the bakers!  Thanks 
to our youth group for 
coming up with such a 
great idea and to the 
adults who helped them 
put it all together.

So many cakes - so little time!  
The chefs pose with their cake creations.



Youth Sunday—May 17

Worship is always a celebration for us, but worship on May 17 will be something to 
celebrate for sure!  Our growing youth group will lead us in worship that day.  They’ll be 
singing, reading Scripture, leading us in prayer, and even bringing the morning message.  
You’ll want to be here to support these kids who are growing in faith among us.  Leaders 
Amanda Lewis, Kennon Singley, and Jose’ Simo work faithfully with our youth week after 
week.  Our group has grown in numbers a lot in the past year or so, and they are 
growing spiritually every day.  Please keep our youth and their leaders in your prayers 
as they prepare to lead us in worship on May 17.

Thank you to all who came and supported our youth at the Potato Bar and 
Bake Off on April 19.  The kids and I had a blast.  This is a very talented 
group of young people, and I look forward to watching them grow.  Your 
support helped us earn more than $600 which we’ll put to good use this 
summer as we continue to grow in faith together.
      Amanda Lewis

        

G Force will be the theme of this summer’s Vacation Bible School experience for our 

children.  God is the G Force in our lives.  In God we live and move and have our being. 

 We’ll certainly be moving during VBS which will be in the evening from July 13-16 this 

summer.  We’ll learn about people like Moses, Solomon, friends who brought a man to 

Jesus for healing, and blind Bartimaeus.  

Melisa DeCoux and India Warshauer are already at work planning for this event. If you’d 

like to help in any way, please see them if they haven’t already seen you.  We look 

forward to a great time with our children and children from our community this summer.

Vacation	 Bible	 	 
School



Easter Egg Hunt 2015
Thanks to Sara Beth Williams for Photos



At right, Reverend Phelps leads the Easter sunrise 
service. The photo of the sunrise was taken that morning 
by Andi Alford and seems to show the image of a cross 
on the horizon.  What do you think?

Palm Sunday 2015

Easter Sunrise Service

Congregants gather outside 
for Palm Sunday followed by 
a processional carrying 
palms into the sanctuary.



The next monthly meeting of PW is on May 12 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  A light 
lunch will be provided by Betty Penick and 
Phyllis Turner.  All women are invited and 
encouraged to join the group on the second 
Tuesday of each month.

PW Updates:
• The annual PW Birthday Offering will be received on Sunday, May 24.  This year the offering will 

be used to help women in abused and oppressed situations.

• The PW of JJW has begun a project to reorganize our church library in hopes of making it more 
user friendly.  Bonnie Hudon is working on creating a database by title and author.  When 
complete, copies of the list will be made available.  The purpose of our church 

  library is to provide books related to Bible study, Christian living, and theology; and 
  there are many great books on the shelves.  
  Watch for an announcement of the completion of the project.  

OF JJ WHITE MPC

Adult Sunday School

The Seekers Sunday School Class (3rd floor) has just started reading and discussing a 
new book Questions God Asks Us  by Trevor Hudson, a Methodist minister in South 
Africa.  There are five questions from the Old Testament and five from the New 
Testament.  A sampling of the questions include inquiries such as “What are you 
doing here?”/ “What are you looking for?”/ or “Do you understand what I have 
done for you?”

If this sounds like a study you might be interested in just join the class this Sunday and get 
started! See Robbie DeCoux for more information.

The Covenant Life Class  (2nd floor) is beginning a new study on forgiveness.  The book is 
Set Free by Forgiveness by J. Randall O’Brien, a McComb native, who is now 
president of Carson-Newman College in Tennessee.  (Sue White taught him at 
Southwest.)

This book is a practical guide to experiencing the peace and healing of forgiveness 
from an author who is a Biblical scholar and wise teacher.

You are invited to join this class on Sunday to be a part of this study.  
See John Drummond if you need more information.



Farewell to the Terrells

Phil and Liz  Terrell have been actively involved in ministry here at J. J. White for many years.  
Both Phil and Liz are elders.  Liz is a current Session member.  Phil has accepted a position 
with Dillard’s Department Store at their corporate headquarters in Little Rock.  He will 
begin his new responsibilities on May 11.  Liz will join him later this summer.  
Please remember them in your prayers as they begin this new phase of their life.

 A Note of Sympathy

     We extend heartfelt Christian 
sympathy to the family and friends of 
Lillian Lamkin, who died on April 27.  
    Mrs. Lil was the oldest member of our 
congregation and maintained her interest in 
the church and its mission until her death.  
   She is survived by her sister, Emily 
Austin, a nephew, Michael Austin, several 
other extended family members, and her 
church family here.  

A Different Way to Celebrate Mother’s Day: Healthy Women/Healthy Families

This year we will celebrate Mother’s Day by supporting the Mother’s Day Project from Healthy Women/Healthy 
Families.  This agency works with Global Partner Churches of the Presbyterian Church (USA) to provide grants to 
fund education, health, and community-development activities in impoverished communities around the world.  One of 

the many things this program does is provide mosquito netting for homes with 
children in Africa.  These nets have reduced malaria dramatically. 

We will distribute Mother’s Day cards to all the women of the church on 
Mother’s Day, May 10.  There is no cost for the cards, but we encourage any 
who can to make a donation to the Healthy Women/Healthy Families project.  
Please indicate “Healthy Women” on your check or attach a note with cash 
donations.  All proceeds from this special Mother’s Day Offering will go directly 
to Healthy Women/Healthy Families.  Thank you for your support of this 
project in honor of the women of our congregation.



    

     
  

          

           MEN’S  INTERDENOMINATIONAL 
                BREAKFAST GROUP

6 Bob, Kit
13 Renan, Rick
20 Jimmy Carroll, Whitney
27 Bill, Jim

USHERS/GREETERS
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Mark Statham
Johnny Nance
Phil Terrell

ELDER of the MONTH: Noggin Wild

3 Kathy Parker
10 Ann Jackson (Mother’s Day)
17 Libby and José Simo
24 Trudy and Mark Statham
31

               CHILDREN’S CHURCH
3 Susan White, India Warshauer
10 Carol Rawlings
17 Billie Nance,  Meredith Singley
24 Melisa DeCoux, Marissa Nance
31 Joanna Barr, Brandy Dyess

May

FLOWERS

June
1 Vicki Brill
2 Pat Randall
5            Liz Terrell
7! Helen Ray
8! Janell Herring
12! Haleigh Estes
12! Will Ratcliff
13! Kathy Parker
14! Andrea Simo
16! Betty Walker 
18! Howard Allred
21! Katie Howell
24! Jay Johnson!
30! Mike Belote

May - Schedules and Lists

SUNDAY BREAKFAST
3 Alison, Melisa, and Sara Beth
10 Kathy Parker
17 Susan White
24 Mary Ann Ratcliff
31 Lee Williams

1! Loreice Naklie 
! Deb Richardson
6! Sharon White
7! June Moak
! Florence Sigman
10! Steven Allred
13! Beth Wild!
16! Alison Allred
 ! Jackie Russell!
17   ! Rusty Whittington
19   ! Artis Brown
23! Bess Simmons 
! Van Simmons!
28! Andrea DeCoux 

Happy Birthday to You!!
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1 2

3

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 

10:30: Worship 

Sacrament of 
Communion

s

5:30  vespers

6:00 Session

4 5 6

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities

choir practice

7

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 

10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

8 9

10 

Mother’s Day

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30: Worship 

11 12

Presbyterian 
Women meet 
11:30 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall

13

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities

choir practice

14

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 

10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

15 16

17

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 

10:30: Worship 
Youth Sunday

6:00 Session

18 19 20

7:15 am  

 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities
choir practice

21

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 

10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

22 23

24

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 

10:30: Worship 
Day of 

Pentecost

25

Memorial 
Day

Church Office 
closed

26 27

7:15 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
5:30 supper ; adult 
and children’s 
activities

choir practice

28

Bible Study    
with Rev. Phelps 
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

29 30

31

9:00 Breakfast
9:30 SundaySchool 
10:30: Worship 

Trinity Sunday

  Sunday        Monday       Tuesday       Wednesday    Thursday       Friday       Saturday         

May 
2015

“The air is like a butterfly
With frail blue wings.

The happy earth looks at the sky
And sings.”

Joyce Kilmer - Spring


