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Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid. ~John 14:27

a word from our pastor...
a word from our pastor...
The Reverend Bob Phelps

In Season
We recently took a whirlwind trip to Indiana,
Kentucky, and then to the beach in Alabama/
Florida for a few days. The Kentucky leg of that
trip was to celebrate my niece’s wedding. We
tacked a few days on before that to visit Blake and
Deanna’s folks in Indiana. After the wedding we
took our annual down time after Easter at the
beach for a few days.
It was good to see everyone we saw. It was also
good to see spring come several times. We’ve
had more spring in our part of the world than we
usually do, and it came so early this year that most
of our blooming things bloomed long ago, putting
us in a summer cycle already. We arrived in
Indiana to find most of the trees leaved out and
grass greened up, but not many blooming things
yet. The azaleas we saw in February were at
about peak when we got there in late April. No
roses yet. Corn fields were still mostly too wet to
plant, and it rained enough while we were there
and just after we left to delay that process even
longer. The rain held off long enough for us to do
an outdoor wedding on Kentucky on the last
Saturday in April. The setting for the wedding was
green and lush with growing things a little ahead of
what we had seen in Indiana. A rose my sister had
salvaged from our mom’s house several years ago
was just trying to bloom. From there, we went to
Florida, where it’s always green, and summer is a
year-long season. Something is always blooming
there. Oleander and agapanthus were showing
off, and lots of other tropical plants were doing
their thing. We arrived home to find roses that
need attention, gardenias in full bloom, and weeds
out of control.
It’ll be a while before our folks up north catch up to
our bloom schedule. It’ll be hot here long before it
gets unbearable up there. I’m thankful to have

gotten to experience spring several times in a
couple of weeks. It’s good to see God’s provision
wherever we are.
Those corn fields in Indiana and Kentucky will
soon catch up to the ones we saw in south
Alabama. The rain will give way to sunshine that
will dry things out and get farmers in the fields, and
the growing cycle will continue. By the time they
get to that point up there, we’ll be sweating bullets
down this way. Before we know it, we’ll be through
this season and into another one (It’s only a little
over three months until football season!), and the
cycle will continue.
Our spiritual lives work the same way. Some of us
arrive at stages along the way before and after
others do. God reveals truth and hope to us as we
need them through the various events of our lives.
I had the good fortune to get to experience several
springs this year. I hope I have the good sense to
learn from all of them about God’s care and
provision.
I guess the next season I’m looking for is the one
that will bring garden
produce.
Counting
days until that first ripe
tomato comes. It will
come when God says
it’s time. Our spiritual
growth will come on the
same schedule. Let’s
learn to be thankful for
the gifts of life and to
experience them as
signs of God’s grace!
Grace and Peace,
Bob

Reflections: Holy Week and Easter at JJ White

Palm Sunday 2017

Easter Egg Hunters

Easter Sunrise Cloudy but Joyous

Easter Morning in All Its Glory He Is Risen Indeed!

Beautiful Easter Music from Our Talented Choir and Accompanists

Music Notes
from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

Using the Gifts God Gives
Our choir is not large, but didn’t they do a wonderful job of leading us in worship
during Lent and Easter this year? They worked so hard, and the result was
beautiful music to inspire and console us through some of the hardest worship
lessons of the year. I try to pick music that is not only appropriate to the seasons
of the Church year, but also within the reach of our singers. The first year we
lived in Florida where we worked to organize a new church, one of our singers was
horrified to learn that we would not be singing Handel’s “Hallelujah!” chorus to
close the service on Easter morning. “We always sing “Hallelujah!” on Easter,”
she insisted. We had a wonderful choir with some wonderful singers in that church,
but they were not quite up to “Hallelujah!” that first Easter. I’m not sure that one
singer ever recovered, but as I recall, our Easter worship had plenty of Hallelujah’s
even without Handel’s.
Being thankful for and learning to use the gifts God gives us is an important part
of our spiritual health. I keep praying that God is calling more of you to sing with
us, but you keep telling me I don’t want you in the choir. God has gifted our church
with a few of us who love to sing and who are committed to using our gifts to
praise God. We’re always open to others who want to add their gifts to ours, but
we will continue to use the gifts God gives to offer praise and thanks to God.
We’ll be winding down this choir season during May before we take a little time off
during summer. If you would like to share music with us during the summer or if
you have someone you’d particularly like to hear, please let me know. God will
continue to provide the gifts we need to do ministry together. And we will continue
to be thankful for them.

Steven Allred
Graduates in May

Steven Allred, son/stepson of Howard and Ally Allred, will graduate from Enterprise
Attendance Center on May 19. He plans to continue working this summer, but has
not come to a ﬁnal decision of what he wants to do after graduation. He has thought
seriously about the military, being a ﬁreman, and going to Southwest Mississippi
Community College.
Steven enjoys hunting and being outdoors. We all know Steven as someone who is
always willing to help out when asked. He enjoys spending time with his family.
Congratulations on your graduation, Steven. Your church family is proud of you!

Steven helping with the kids...

and enjoying church events.

Presbyterian Women of JJ White will meet on Tuesday, May 16, at 11:30a.m. The women are asked to
bring items for MICA to this meeting. June Moak, our MICA representative,
says there is a need for mac and cheese and peanut butter and jelly for the
pantry during the summer months when the kids are out of school. Of course,
all of the usual items are still needed.
A light lunch will be served following the usual Bible study and brief
business. All women are welcome and encouraged to come to any of the
meetings. The PW of JJ White will not meet during June and July but will
resume in their regular schedule in August.

L. to R. Mary Regan, Georgia Mendonides, Sue Nunnery,
June Moak, Cathy Salter, Debbi Brock, and Suzi Drummond

Q: Can sorting clothes at the St. Andrews Thrift Store be fun??
A: Yes - if you are working with this group of Presbyterian women pictured above!
This crew got quite a bit of work done, but there is so
much left to do there. Watch for an announcement of another opportunity
to volunteer for this ongoing project.
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New Study Opportunities
Both our adult Bible study groups, on Wednesday nights after supper
and on Thursday mornings, will be beginning new studies in May.
Wednesday programming will run through May 17 before we take
some time off for summer. Between now and then, we’ll engage in a
study called “The Power of Words” which will help us think about the
power of language in our faith journey. There will be plenty of good
conversation. We hope you’ll join us.
Our Thursday morning Bible study group meets from 10:30 am until
noon in the Covenant Life classroom on the
second floor of the sanctuary building. In
May we’ll begin a study of the New
Testament letter of James. This little letter
is loved by many and questioned by some.
Luther disparaged the letter, calling it “an
epistle of straw” and placed it near the end
of his translation the New Testament.
Believers since then have found both comfort and challenge in the
letter’s statement: “faith without works is dead!” Come; join us as we
decide what we think about this New Testament letter.

Save the Date: VBS
Vacation Bible School will be Monday-Thursday,
July 17-20 this summer. The theme is Hero
Central: Discover Your Strength in God!
We'll have four stories about God's
powerful love for us. If you'd like to help
in any way, please see Ally Allred. If you
know kids who need to be here, let us know.
Mark your calendars now so you'll be sure not
to miss a great time!

May Schedules
Flowers
7
14
21
28

Communion
Jackson Jones
Wayne Hutchison
Ann Jackson

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance
Mark Statham

Sunday Morning Breakfast

Children’s Church

7 “Hutchison Girls”
14 Carol Rawlings
21 Bill Mitchell
28 Linda Miller

7 Lee Williams
14 Melisa DeCoux
21 Susan White
28 Carol Rawlings

Men’s Wednesday Morning Breakfast
3 Dale, Whit
10 Kennon, Joseph
Elder of the Month
17 Renan, Rick, Buddy
Will Kimmel
24 Bob, Kit, Clem
31 Jimmy C., Whitney

May
1
2
5
7
8
9
12
12
13
14
18
21
24
30

Vicki Brill
Pat Randall
Greta James Barr
Helen Ray
Janell Herring
Vicki Craghead
Haleigh Estes
Will Ratcliff
Kathy Parker
Andrea Simo
Howard Allred
Katie Howell
Jay Johnson
Mike Belote

June
1
6
7
10
13
14
16
17
19
23
28

Deb Richardson
Sharon White
Florence Sigman
June Moak
Steven Allred
Beth Wild
Debbi Brock
Alison Allred
Jackie Russell
Rusty Whittington
Artis Brown
Bess Simmons
Van Simmons
Andrea DeCoux

2017
Sunday

Monday

2

1

7

Tuesday

21

9:00 light
breakfast 9:30
Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship

4
Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am

Saturday

5

6

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

10

11
Bible Study
10:30 am

12

13

15

16

17

20

(PW Meeting on
third Tues. for
May) only)

18
Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

19

7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
5:30 supper
6:00 activities
for all ages
6:30 choir
(Wed. night act.
break until Sep.)

25

26

27

Session 5:30

Presbyterian
Women
11:30 a.m
Fellowship Hall
22

23

9:00 light
breakfast 9:30
Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship

28

3
7:15 a.m
Men’s Breakfast
5:30 supper
6;00 activities
for all ages
6:30 choir

Friday

9

9:00 light
breakfast 9:30
Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship

9:00 light
breakfast 9:30
Sunday School
10:30 Morning
Worship
PW Birthday
Offering

Thursday

8
Sacrament of
Communion

14
Mother’s Day

Wednesday

29

30

7:15 a.m Men’s
Breakfast
5:30 supper
6:00 activities for
all ages
6:30 choir

24
7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast

31
7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast

Bible Study with
Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

