
 ...giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for 
everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

Believing Unbelievable Things

By the way some people measure what I do, I 
guess my job should get a lot easier this fall.  
Everyone I know has some idea about what the 
preacher is  supposed to do.  But one thing many 
include on their list is  that I’m supposed to help 
people believe unbelievable things.  The 
Resurrection?  We all know it’s  a logical 
impossibility.  Those of us who have lost loved 
ones don’t expect them to come back; that’s  a big 
part of what makes their death so painful.  Even 
so, belief that Jesus rose from the dead is 
foundational to our faith.  God has a plan for our 
lives and for our life together?  That gets harder 
and harder for some to believe as our culture 
continues to take turns few of us  saw coming.  
Jesus will return in glory to set all things right?  
We’ve all heard that promise all our lives, and, if 
we’re honest, we wonder if and how it will happen.  
We can experience peace and contentment in this 
life; God does not expect us to wait for heaven to 
experience them?  We spend our lives hoping 
that’s true, but we’re not sure sometimes.  

Believing unbelievable things is a big part of being 
faithful.  Not the easiest part, but an important one.  
We gather for worship each week hoping for 
reassurance about one or more of those hopes. 

That’s where some think my job just got a lot 
easier!  Just look at the events of the past few 
weeks.  The Cubs won the World Series!  
Kentucky football is  in second place in the Eastern 
Division in the SEC!  (A Georgia field goal away 
from the lead!)  We would do well to start scanning 
the eastern sky!  If the news about the Cubs and 
Kentucky is true, then maybe it just got easier to 
believe Jesus is really coming back!

This  month we will turn the corner we always turn 
in preaching and teaching in the Church.  Christ 

the King Sunday is November 20, a day for us to 
celebrate Jesus Christ and the joy and promise he 
offers us as a foundation for our lives.  Immediately 
after Thanksgiving, we’ll begin the season of 
Advent, a time to look forward to how Jesus comes 
among us.  We think of Advent as a pre-Christmas 
time. It does offer us time to reflect on the Christ 
Child and the joy of his birth.  But the season 
begins with reminders that the grown-up and Risen 
Jesus has  promised to return, to redeem and to 
claim us and all the faithful.   That message always 
seems to jar us a little.  We come to church on the 
first Sunday in Advent expecting to hear about 
Sweet Little Jesus, and we hear a startling 
reminder that we are still faithfully waiting for his 
return in glory.
 
Cubs fans waited since 1908, and it finally 
happened!  Down three games to one. Rain delay.  
An extra inning.  At the end, fans  weren’t saying, 
“Maybe next year!”  Cubs win!  Cubs win!  Cubs 
win!  I don’t know if it’s statistically possible for 
Kentucky to make it to the SEC championship or 
not.  (Right now, I’d settle for beating Tennessee!)  
But nobody saw them in second place in 
September.  Basketball starts this week, but for the 
first time in as long as I can remember, we’ve still 
have some football hopes to keep alive.
As we conclude one year of preaching and 
teaching in the Church and open up another one, 
remember that all those unbelievable things are 
still going to happen. We’ve waited a lot longer 
than 108 years for Jesus to return.  He is still 
coming.  Maybe in our lifetime; maybe not. As 
Cubs fans have said all season, “It’s gonna 
happen!”  

I look forward to believing unbelievable things  with 
you in the year ahead.

Grace and Peace,
Bob



This is a busy time for church musicians!  We work hard every week, of course, to contribute to worship, but the 
coming of Advent and Christmas mean we have to step our work up even more.  We are hard at work on 
Wednesday evenings learning music for Advent and for our annual Lessons and Carols service (on Sunday, 
December 18 this year).  As always, we have some familiar carols and some wonderful new music to add to our 
times of worship this year.  Some of us are also working with our younger children, helping them prepare to lead 
us in worship on Sunday, December 11.  Christmas falls on Sunday this year, so the choir will do double duty 
with Christmas Eve worship and Christmas Sunday morning,

Please keep us in your prayers as we stay late for rehearsal and learn all the music we’ve chosen.  Know that we 
pray for you as we prepare each week.  Our hope for this special season is that worship will give us all the 
opportunity to come away from the madness this season always becomes and experience times of peace and joy so 
that our celebrations with family and friends will be especially meaningful.

We look forward to worshiping with you during these special days.

      
 

                Music Notes
 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

Our Thursday morning Bible study group has begun a study of 
Paul’s New Testament Letter to the Romans.  While all 
Scripture is important to our faith, this letter has held a 
special place for many.  Historical figures like Augustine, Luther, 
Barth and others wrote about the influence of this letter in 
their life of faith.  Believers across the centuries have found 
much in this letter to ponder.  We invite you to join us as we 
explore the truth and grace this book offers.  We meet on 
Thursday mornings at 10:30 am in the Covenant Life classroom 
on the second floor.  

Newcomers are always welcome.  You know what we always say:  you don’t have to be a Bible 
scholar to participate, but you might become one if you do!

Thursday Morning Bible Study - Romans



  Presbyterian Women of JJ White will meet on Wednesday this month rather than on the usual Tuesday.  The 
next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 9, 
at 11:30 at the home of Libby Robinson.  Phyllis Turner 
will lead the lesson from the gospel of Luke (Lesson 
# 3 in the PW’s Horizons Bible Study Who Is Jesus?). 
Betty Penick and Bonnie Hudon will host lunch. 
 All women are welcome to become a part of PW of 
JJ White at any time.  Contact Suzi Drummond for 
more information.

of JJ White MPC

Sacrament of Bapt!m
Hudson Raney Lea

Hudson Raney Lea was baptized at JJ White 
MPC on Sunday, October 23, by Reverend 
Bob Phelps.  Hudson, born on May 12, 2016, 
is the son of Thomas Scott Lea and Jennifer 
Brill Lea.  JJ White members Rusty and 
Vicky Brill are his proud grandparents. 

We join with Hudson’s family and friends in 
celebrating this joyful event.

Reminder:
Time to pack and bring your shoebox 
   for Operation Christmas Child!

We will be collecting shoeboxes 
       Sunday, November 13.   
You may bring your boxes to the morning service 

      or to the church office this week.  
              Please contact Ally or Sara Beth to find out other ways you can help. 

Thanks! 



     AutumN at Jj White

Thanks to Debbi and Tommy Brock, 
Cole and Avery, and all who helped 
with this great fall scene in the 

fellowship Hall!

FalL 

FesT ...



Where’s your costume, 
Dr. Ralph?

Thanks to 
Beverly Yates 

for coordinating the 
JJ White MPC 
“Fall Fest” 

again this year!



Thanksgiving for Homebound

We will not serve a meal here at church on 
Wednesday, November 23, the night before 
Thanksgiving.  We do need some volunteers 
to prepare a meal for delivery to those we 
normally serve at home.  We normally send 
18-20 meals to members and friends of our 
church who are unable to be with us here.  If 
you’d like to help provide this meal during 
Thanksgiving week, please let us know in the 
church office as soon as possible.  Thank you 
for helping us care for members and friends 
during the holiday season.

We are also putting together the schedule for 
Wednesday suppers beginning in January.  If 
you’d like to put a group together to cook 
one or more weeks, see Kennon Singley or 
Bob.  We’ll share the guidelines and suggested 
menus and help you get started.  

MICA Christmas Lunch

We host the MICA Volunteer Appreciation 
Christmas Lunch annually on the first 
Thursday of December.  This year that falls on 
Thursday, December 1.  June Moak of our 
church and the other officers and Board 
members from MICA will take care of most 
of the arrangements.  You can help by 
providing a cake for dessert.  See June if 
you’re willing to help out.   MICA invites all 
who support their important ministry in our 
community to be here for lunch at noon on 
Thursday, December 1.

Advent

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27.  The 
liturgical cycle helps us focus our worship 
around the life and ministry of Jesus.  Advent 
reminds us of the Savior who came and who 
is coming.  Christmas, of course, follows 
Advent, and the cycle of the Church Year 
continues, organized around the life and 
ministry of Jesus.  

Watch your worsh i p bu l l e t i n s fo r 
announcements about worship and other 
opportunities during the Advent season.  We’ll 
publish the whole schedule in the December 
newsletter, which we hope to distribute 
around Thanksgiving.  You’ll want to be here 
for special musical programs, times of prayer 
and worship, and other special events during 
the season.

F.Y.I.



 

The Session held its regular meeting for October on 
the 9th at 6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin Room.  Elders 
Melisa DeCoux, Wayne Hutchison, and Kennon Singley 
were excused.  All other Session members were 
present.
 
Actions taken at the meeting include:
 

✤ approval of minutes and financial statements.
-
✤ received the report of the Elder Nominating Committee placing in nomination the
names of Suzi Drummond, Will Kimmel, and Noggin Wild and set a congregational
meeting to elect for Sunday, October 23.

✤ Reviewed the calendar of upcoming activities.

✤ Set October 23 as the date for the baptism of Hudson Lea, grandson of Rusty Brill.

✤ Noted that we would host a meeting for Session Clerks from our area on Thursday, 
October 20.

✤Approved the Christian Education Committee’s plans for a Book Fair October 23-
November 6.

✤-Agreed to hold only morning worship on Christmas Day, December 25, 2016.
 
The Session meets monthly.  The next meeting will be on Sunday, November 13 at
6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin Room.  Please remember the Session in your prayers as
they guide the ministry of our congregation.
 

Session Report 
from

October



 6  Joanna Barr
13  Sara Beth Williams
20   Lee Williams
27   Susan White

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance
Mark Statham          

Elder of the Month 
Pat Randall

November
Children’s Church Sunday Morning Breakfast

 6    Melisa, Sara Beth, and Ali
13    Bob Phelps
20   Carol Rawlings
27    Linda Miller

November

 6 Mrs. Emily Austin 
13 Jane and Tommy Walman
20  Stacey Moak
27  Van Simmons

Flowers

6 Kristen Allred
Delores Feldman

7 Bob Phelps
Betty Ott
Carol Rawlings

           Colin Catchings
Emily Alford

9 Tommy Walman
10 J. W. Burt 
11 Marie Catchings
14 Sharon Burke
 Carol Wood
15 Bob Arnold
16 Eleanor White
21 Sue Sullivan
 Norma Ann Williams
25 Billie Nance
27 Hunter Nance
29 Rusten Lewis
 Phillip Nance
30 Julia Arnold

1 Alleigh Lewis
 Trudy Statham
3 Beth Alford
4 Scott Burris
20 Libby Simo 
21 Chase Wolff
22 Whit Grace

Joan Kennedy
Elizabeth Robinson

23 Amanda Lewis
 Carl McDaniel
28 Elise Reeves
29 James Cato
 Heather Faucett
 Mary Spurgeon
30 J. C. Johnson

December

      Men’s Interdenominational Wednesday
           Breakfast Group

 2 Kennon Singley, Joseph Spurgeon
 9 Renan Richmond, Rick Penick
16 Bob Phelps, Kit Stovall, Clem Stovall
23 Thanksgiving holiday (no breakfast)
30  Jimmy Carroll Robertson, Whitney Rawlings



  JJ White MPC Vacation Bible School

1 2 3 4 5

6
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship -

Communion

7 PW meeting 
date changed 
to Wednesday  
the 9th   ➔ 
for this month 

11:30 at Libby 
Robinson’s 
home

9      

      7:00 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 p.m.  Supper 
and

Wednesday Night
Activities 

10

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

11 12

13
9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning
 Worship -

“
6:00 pm 

Session Meets

14 16       
      7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast

5:30 p.m. Supper 
and

Wednesday Night
Activities 

17

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 pm.

18 19

20

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
Worship - 

  

21 22 23

No Wednesday 
night program this 

week.
 

24

Thanksgiving    
Day

25 26

27    MICA

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship  

            

28 29 30
       7:00 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 p.m. Supper 
and      

Wednesday Night 
Activities

            

    Sunday         Monday         Tuesday       Wednesday     Thursday       Friday         Saturday         

November 2016
Thou hast given so much to me,
Give one thing more - a grateful heart;
Not thankful when it pleaseth me,
As if Thy blessings had spare days,
But such a heart whose pulse may be Thy praise.
~George Herbert


