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O give thanks to the God of heaven,
for his steadfast love endures forever.
Psalm 136:26

a word from our pastor...
Reverend Bob Phelps
Weary but Thankful and Hopeful... Always Hopeful
Most of you know that City Hall is right across from
our offices here at church. I go in and out of the
office door several times a day and the flagpole at City
Hall almost always catches my eye. I first began to
notice it a year or more ago when the City Board
decided to stop flying the Mississippi state flag because
it includes that Confederate battle flag that is so
controversial and hurtful. I got used to the absence of
that flag pretty quickly.
More recently I have grown weary of how many times
the national flag that remains atop that pole has been
lowered to half staff. I can deal with the times it has
happened when some national figure died, people like
senators and former first ladies and Billy Graham. It's
all those other times we've seen it lowered recently:
that shooting in Las Vegas at the country music event
just over a year ago; that church shooting in Texas
right after that; the school shooting in Florida last
winter; the shooting at the newspaper office in
Maryland this past summer, the recent killing of police
officers in Brookhaven, and, just last week, the
shooting and killing of eleven worshipers at the Tree of
Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. Those are the ones that
make me weary.
High school kids. People doing their job. People at
worship. If there is ever a reason to take a life, surely
it's not one of those.
I know that whoever did those shootings is
accountable for them. But what kind of a culture have
we made that engenders such things? I remember
what a rough place high school could be. And I know
how dangerous a career in law enforcement is by
nature. I still can't wrap my mind about violating the
sanctity of worship, but it has happened enough that
even we have taken some measures to protect
ourselves against it.
Conflict and disagreement will always be among us, but
surely there are ways to resolve those without killing
those with whom we disagree!

Weary is the best word I can use to describe how
these events affect me. They make me tired and when
I'm tired I don't do my best thinking or my best of
much anything else. I've been at this ministry business
for a lot of years, and I've been weary too many times.
Whenever I get weary of the world, I go to Scripture
to find hope. Two texts come to mind: The Prophet
Isaiah speaks of those of us who cling to God in all
circumstances and says, "they shall run and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint" (40:31) . I wonder
about the quality of my faith when I fall into weariness
when God offers me strength. The writer of Hebrews
encourages us to look to Jesus, "who endured such
hostility against himself... so that you may not grow
weary or lose heart.” (12:3). Pondering the sacrifice
of Jesus reminds me that my weariness, while real,
pales in comparison to what he experienced.
Even so, it wears me out to see the division that
characterizes our common life.
Somehow in the midst of my weariness, I find
opportunities for thanksgiving. To see communities
come together to heal hurt and overcome division is
inspiring. People who might never have known one
another find opportunities to remember and to serve
together in response to disturbing events. I'm thankful
for these opportunities for us to be God's people
together, but I still grow weary that it takes events like
these for us to be what God calls us to be.
So I'm left with hope. I refuse to give it up. Hope is
one of God's greatest gifts to us. In both our personal
and corporate lives, we ground our hope in God's
promises.
God has promised never to leave or
forsake us, to be with us always. Even when weariness
sets it, it will not last forever. One day soon, I'll walk
out the front door and the flag at City Hall will be at
the top of the pole again, and I'll shake off my
weariness and give thanks for what God is calling me
to do and to be that day. My hope is in God, and that
will lift us all out of despair. Thanks be to God!

Farewell to Roger
Roger Price has been a faithful foundation of
our music ministry longer than even he can
remember. He has served as J. J. White's
organist on three different occasions, most
recently for at least twelve years. Roger's
health continues to decline, and he has
decided it is time for him to retire. We
celebrated Roger's ministry among us on
Sunday, October 28 and wished him well.
We will miss his skillful keyboard work and his
faithful presence among us. Please keep
Roger in your prayers as he continues his
medical treatment.
We are grateful for Jennifer Sanders'
willingness to play piano for us while we begin
the search for a new organist. Please express
your appreciation to Jennifer for her faithful service.

Reverend Phelps presents Roger with a
drawing of JJ White MPC.

Deanna Phelps - JJW Music Director,
Roger Price, and Reverend Bob Phelps

Music Notes
from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

A Place in the Choir
I remember a song we used to sing with children called "A Place in the Choir." The chorus of that song says,
"All God's critters got a place in the choir. Some sing low; some sing higher. Some sing loud on the telephone
wire, and some just clap their hands, or paws, or anything they got now!"
The verses of that song use a variety of animals to represent all the voices
that come together to form a choir. From bullfrog croaks to honeybee hums to
hoot owl hollers, all the critters add their gifts to songs of praise. Our choir
usually does better than any of those sounds, but it only works when each
member adds his or her gifts to the whole sound.
The Directory for Worship, the part of our Book of Order that offers guidelines for worship in our tradition
reminds us that the congregation is the primary choir of any congregation. So you have a place in the choir
even if bullfrog croaks or hoot owl hollers are all you have to offer. In congregational singing, the choir serves
to support and encourage the singing of prayer and praise by all who gather to worship. The pieces that the
choir sings alone are prayers and praise offered on behalf of all of us Church choirs are not performers. We
are worship leaders and supporters of the music we all offer in worship.
Of course, if you'd like to swap your pew for a seat in the choir, we'd love to have you, but you already have a
place in God's choir right there where you are.
The choir is hard at work for the upcoming Advent and Christmas seasons. We are also preparing a special
piece for the upcoming baptism of Ridge Barr this month. We'd love to have you join us. We will miss Roger,
but we are grateful for Jennifer's willingness to be with us during the interim.
Remember, all God's critters got a place in the choir!

Presbyterian Women of JJ White will meet on Tuesday, November 13,
at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The meeting will include brief
business, lesson #3 of The Promise of God, and a light lunch provided by
Sharon Harmon, June Moak, and Betty Penick; and a time of friendship.
All women are invited and encouraged to come.

FYI...
November Wednesdays

Welcome New Elders

During November, plan to join us for supper
each week. Chef Kennon prepares the main
dish, and volunteers fill in with sides and
desserts each week. The sign-up sheet is in
the Sanctuary each Sunday and in the Church
Office through the week. We will not serve
supper on November 21, the night before
Thanksgiving.

In a congregational meeting on Sunday,
October 28, we elected three new elders
who will begin their service on the Session in
January. Andrew
DeCoux and Amanda
Lewis are new to the office, and Wayne
Hutchison returns to the service after
serving before. Please remember these three
as they prepare to join the Session. And give
thanks for Ally Allred, Kathy Harbour, and
Kennon Singley who will complete their
terms of service in December. Please pray
for all the members of the Session as they
guide and support the ministry of our
congregation.

After supper, adults will have three
Thanksgiving-themed Bible study activities
this month. There are events for youth and
children each week, too.
The choir rehearses at 6:30 pm each week.
Plan to make mid week at church a regular
part of your schedule.
Do You Shop
at McComb Market?
If you regularly shop at McComb Market, you
probably know that they have changed their
rewards program.
They no longer issue
stamps you can post to various organizations
like our church as you leave the store. Now
you keep all the points you accumulate and
the Market donates 0.5% of your point value
to the organization you select. Please go to
your account and select J. J. White Church as
the group to benefit from your shopping. If
you don't already have an online account at
the Market, you can sign up at
themarketsonline.com and then just give your
phone number when you check out. You can
help our church with your regular shopping
trips.

Christmas Cakes
Each year our church hosts the MICA
Christmas luncheon. This event provides a
time for MICA to express appreciation to
volunteers and donors who support their
important ministry throughout the year. June
Moak is involved in MICA in many ways,
Whitney Rawlings serves as MICA Treasurer,
and our pastor provides Monday devotional
thoughts for volunteers many weeks. As you
know, our congregation collects food for
MICA monthly. MICA also receives funding
from our Mission Budget.
We are happy to provide the facility for the
annual Christmas lunch. This year, that event
will be on Thursday, December 6, at noon.
Everyone is invited to a delicious lunch. We
also need several of you to bake cakes to be
served as dessert. We will have a signup
sheet on which you can indicate your plans to
bring cakes. Please bring them to the kitchen
the morning of December 6. See June Moak
for more information.

Marriage of James and Carol Cato
Congratulations to James and Carol Cato. They were married on October 6, 2018, at JJ White
Memorial Presbyterian Church with the Reverend Bob Phelps oﬃciating. We rejoice with them
and their family and pray for their happiness in the years ahead.

Carol and James Cato

Pictured are family friends (l.) Arnie and Randy; with James,
Carol, and her daughters Aubree and Megan; and James’
mother, Eileen Cato, seated.

All Saints
Each year on the Sunday closest to November 1, we pause in worship to remember those in our congregation
and beyond who have died in the past year. We maintain a Book of Remembrance in our Church History Room off
the Sanctuary. This permanent reminder includes the names of church members who die each year. It also includes
pages where we write names of family members and friends beyond our congregation we want to remember.
This year, we remember Joan McDaniel, Bess Simmons, and Betty Ott from our congregation
and many family members and friends as well.
We give thanks for the faithful witness of these who have preceded
us into the everlasting light and promise God has promised to all the faithful.

Stewardship 2018

Our Stewardship Season theme for this year is, "Not Because We Have To; Because We Can!"

Psalm 40:8 says, "I delight to do your will, O my God; your Law is within my heart." The life

that statement reflects indicates a certain level of spiritual maturity. Most of us can remember

when we thought we were missing something because of what our faith requires of us. Friends
seemed to have more fun while we had to go to church. Others seemed to prosper more while

we made room for giving to the church in our budgets. Friends may have asked why our church
expected so much of us.

Eventually, many of us have discovered that a faith based in requirement won't sustain us long.

When we learn to do the things we do for the church
and for our faith because we can instead of because
we must, we understand things differently. That's

what we're striving for during this year's Stewardship
Emphasis. Each week between now and mid

November we'll hear encouragement to do what we

can because we can and not because we must. That

includes our giving. When we all do what we can, we can accomplish great things through the

ministry of the church. When we resent what we give, it is hard to see it as an opportunity for
growth.

You'll soon be receiving pledge cards on which you can indicate what you plan to give in 2019.
Please be in prayer about this decision and commit what you can because you can and not

because you must. Together, we can help people experience the Kingdom of God beginning here

in our worship, nurture, and service opportunities and continuing in places many of us will never
go as we support mission and ministry through the Presbyterian Church (USA).

Thank you for your faithful support of all phases of the ministry of
J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church.

JjW FalL FesT
2018 !!

Thanks to Beverly and Ron Yates for coordinating this
great event and to all who helped in any way
to make it a fun experience for our kids!

Photos contributed by Ally Allred, Joanna Barr, Beth Wild,
and Sara Beth Williams.

November Schedules
Children’s Church

Flowers
4
11
18
25

4
11
18
25

Communion
Emily Austin
Tommy and Jane Walman
Stacey Moak

Sunday Morning Breakfast
4
11
18
25

Hutchison Crew
Beth Wild
Carol Rawlings
Linda Miller

Men’s Interdenominational
Breakfast

Ushers/Greeters
Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance

Ally Allred
Sara Beth Williams
Susan White
Lee Williams

7
14
21
28

John, Randy
Tommy B, Garland
No Meeting--Thanksgiving
Dale, Whit

Elder of the Month
Suzi Drummond

Happy
Birthday to...
December
November
1 Alleigh Lewis
Trudy Statham
22 Whit Grace
Joan Kennedy
Elizabeth Robinson
23 Amanda Lewis
Carl McDaniel
28 Elise Brock Reeves
29 James Cato
Heather Faucett
Mary Spurgeon
30 J. C. Johnson

4 Will Kimmel
6 Kristen Allred,
Delores Feldman
7 Bob Phelps
Carol Rawlings
Colin Catchings
9 Tommy Walman
10 J. W. Burt
14 Carol Wood
15 Bob Arnold
16 Eleanor White
21 Sue Sullivan
Norma Ann Williams
25 Billie Nance
27 Hunter Nance
29 Rusten Lewis
Phillip Nance
30 Julia Arnold

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

Bible Study
with Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

4

5

7

8

7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday
Night Activities
for all ages
with supper at
5:15p.m.

Bible Study
with Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

14

15

PW Meets
11:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday
Night Activities
for all ages
with supper at
5:15p.m.

Bible Study
with Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

20

21

22

6

9:00 light
breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Morning
Worship
with Sacrament
of Communion

12

11
9:00 light
breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Morning
Worship
Session Meeting
to follow

18

19

13

9:00 light
breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School

No
Wednesday
Activities

10:30 Morning
Worship

25 MICA
9:00 light
breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Morning
Worship

26

28

29

30

7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
Wednesday
Night Activities
for all ages
with supper at
5:15p.m.

Bible Study
with Rev. Phelps
10:30 am
Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

