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 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, 
you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, I Peter 1:8

There are several ways we can approach Stewardship Season in the Church.  It can be like tax season in the 
spring, just one of those things that’ s necessary to keep things rolling along, so we endure it and get it over 
with.  I suppose another option would be to ignore it altogether, to go on fall break from Church and come 
back when it’s over.  

Another way to approach the season is better, I hope.  Like most other things, we’ll derive more benefit 
from it if we fully participate in it.  

This year’s focus for our stewardship reflection is “The Gifts of God for the People of God.”  On Sundays, 
October 9, 16, 23, and November 6, we’ll focus on gifts we receive from God and the response those gifts 
calls forth from us.  Those Sundays will focus on:

Sunday, October 9  The Gift of Thankfulness:  The story of the ten lepers from Luke 17:11-19
Sunday, October 16  The Gift of Promise:  The new covenant promised in Jeremiah31:27-34
Sunday, October 23  The Gift of Humility:  The story of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector from Luke 18:-14
Sunday November 6  The Gift of Power:  The Power of God at Work Among Us from Ephesians 1:11-23.  
(We’ll collect pledges this day.)

Please pray about your investment in the ministry of J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church.

Sterwardship Season



     
                         

The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

 The Light Still Shines! 
I’m as ready for fall as everyone else is.  As much as I dislike cold weather, I try not to complain about the 
heat, but I’ve had about my limit this summer.  As with all changes, though, there are trade-offs involved in 
cooler weather.  As much as I love all the football (Roll, Tide!) the approaching World Series (Go, Cubs, 
Go!), the mums on the porch and the prospect of chili and cornbread, we’ll enjoy all those things with less 
and less daylight.  It’s darker longer after I get up in the mornings, and I turn around in the early evening to 
find it darker earlier and earlier.  It won’t be long before the darkness will mean less time for yard work and 
other outdoor things through the week, leaving them to compete with football for weekend time.  (Three 
guesses who’ll win that one!)  Encroaching darkness is one of the few downsides of this long-awaited 
season.

I know there is nothing in the dark that isn’t also in daylight, but there is so much about darkness that we 
don’t understand.  As the days get shorter, we tend to draw ourselves in.  We don’t see our neighbors as 
often.  Once we get in, we find excuses not to get out again.  We spend more time in front of television or 
that great purveyor of wisdom, the internet, than we do encountering life and the people who share it with 
us.  We’re not really afraid of the dark as some of us might have been when we were little.  But there is 
something about the dark that weighs heavy.

For us who believe, of course, Jesus Christ is the Light of the World.  John’s Gospel assures us that the 
light has come into the world and the darkness has not overcome it.  I know that’s the truth, but there are 
so many things lurking in the dark that try to draw us away from the light.  If those of us who have walked 
through life with Jesus as our guide struggle with darkness (Surely I’m not the only one!), just think about 
those who are trying to find their way on their own.

David Haas is a favorite songwriter of mine.  In a song called “We are Called” he invites us to sing and 
believe:

 Come! Live in the light!  Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
 We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God!
 We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly.

We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God!

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus said, “What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops” (10:27).  

I find assurance in all those words.  God does not abandon us to darkness.  Jesus still speaks if we will 
listen, and what he speaks, he calls us to share with others who struggle with darkness of their own.  The
Light of the World really is Jesus, and that light shines through darkness whether imposed on us or of our 
own making.  As we journey through the darkness that will not last forever, let’s find ways to experience 
the Light of Christ and to share it with others.

Grace and peace,
Bob



The Apostle Paul encouraged young Timothy to preach Good News in season and out of season.  

This is the time of year when I think I understand that call better than at other times.  I’m as happy 

as all of you are that fall appears to be on the way, bringing cooler temperatures and lower humidity.  

But in choir, we are well into our preparations for Advent and Christmas.  Every week, we start with 

one of the pieces we’ll be singing during  Advent or in our annual service of Lessons and Carols.  
Then we jump back to the pieces we’re working on for upcoming services like Stewardship Season, All 

Saints’ Sunday and Thanksgiving.  It’s sometimes difficult for me to remember what season I’m in.  

The Good News is that our call is always to bring music to worship that helps us experience God’s 
love and grace so that we can share it with others.  We may feel like we’re in a time warp on 

Wednesday nights sometimes, but whatever season we’re singing about brings new opportunities to 

sing about God’s wondrous love.  Hey, isn’t there a song called that?  We’ll probably sing it together 

before too long.  There’s always room for newcomers in the choir.  Thanks for your words of 
encouragement.  We look forward to singing with you in worship.  

      
                 Music Notes

 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

The JJ White MPC Nominating Committee - Robbie DeCoux (Session Representative), Will 
Kimmel, Kathy Parker, Mark Statham, Sharon White, and Lee Williams - have completed their 
work of providing a slate of elder nominees.  Those in nomination are Suzi Drummond, Will 
Kimmel and Noggin Wild.  These nominees will be presented at the scheduled congregational 
meeting on Sunday, October 23.

We thank the committee for their work and the nominees for their willingness to serve if 
elected.  

Nominating Committee Selects Elder Nominees



Fall Gathering of Cluster C - 
PW of the Presbytery of 

Mississippi
Hosted by PW of JJ White 
on Saturday, September 17.

Registering our guests -

Everything is ready -

Lunch is served -

Rev. Dr. Lynn Miller (of Fondren) - 
author of the “Suggestions for Leaders “ 

of the 2016/2017 PW Bible study - 
gives a preview.

Myra Cook (of Briarwood) created this quilted banner of the PW of 
the Presbytery of Mississippi’s logo.  Lynn Miller designed the logo.



       
  	
 The PW of JJ White were grateful to the women of Cluster C of the Presbytery for the 

generous offering of 676 dollars for MICA received 
during the gathering.   Each PW group hosting a 
gathering may choose a local recipient for the 
offering, and MICA was selected for this by our PW.

Thanks to Rev. Phelps for providing the devotional 
for the cluster meeting and for all the other ways 
 he helped with the event.  Thanks also to John 

	
 Drummond and Tommy Brock for their help before, during, and after the meeting.

	
 PW of JJ White will meet on Tuesday, October 11, at 11:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall for their 
	
 regular monthly meeting.  The Bible lesson will be on Matthew’s gospel (Lesson 2 of Who Is Jesus?). 
	
 A light lunch will be provided.  All women are welcome and encouraged to attend.  There are 
	
 available study books for those who have not received one yet.

We will participate in 
Operation 
Christmas Child 
through the 
Samaritan’s Purse 

ministry again this 
year.  The simple gifts we 
bring will benefit 
children around the 
world.  You will be 
hearing more from the 
project’s coordinators 
Ally Allred and Sara Beth 
Williams, but it is not too 
early to start collecting 
items for the boxes.   
Please contact Ally or 
Sara Beth to find out 
other ways you can help.  

Time to pack a shoebox for Operation Christmas Child!



The CrosBy Crew 

 Pictured on the back row are Tommy Brock  (l.), Charles Ray, Wayne Hutchison, and Bill Mitchell  
On the front row are Jimmy Carol Robertson, John Drummond, Kathy Parker, Bob Phelps, and Ray 
Salter.  What a great group!

Folks from J. J. White have been to Crosby, Mississippi twice already to help people there recover from 
recent flood damage.  John Drummond went in mid-September with a crew from St. Alphonsus 
Catholic Church to muck out and get started on Miss Minnie’s house in Crosby.  On September 27, 
John, Bill Mitchell, Charles Ray, Tommy Brock, Kathy Parker, Jimmy Carol Robertson, Wayne Hutchison, 
Ray Salter, and Bob Phelps spent the day hanging sheet rock in Miss Minnie’s house.  The need in 
Crosby is great, and they have been told they do not qualify for much assistance from state or federal 
disaster agencies.  Churches and other volunteers in the area are doing most of the work.  We hope 
to plan additional trips in the near future.  Stay tuned for more opportunities to serve. 

John Drummond, Ray Salter, Bill Mitchell, and Jimmy C. Robertson also went to Denham Springs, LA in 
September to work on Rusty Whittington’s sister’s house there.  Noggin Wild’s cousin also lost much 
in Denham Springs.  

Please keep all who have lost so much and all who try to help them in your prayers.

Helping with Flood Recovery



Honoree, Ralph Brock

Honoree, Emily Austin
(with her favorite usher, Stacey Moak)

JJW Youth - ready to serve our guests

Flowers for the honorees- 
(.Michael Austin with his 

Mom’s flowers)

Honoree, Bess Simmons

A Special Birthday Party at JJ White



These gourmet cooks are Ally Allred (l.), India Warshauer, Melisa DeCoux, Sara Beth Williams and 
Wayne Hutchison.  They make up one of the several teams who have prepared delicious meals for our 
Wednesday Night suppers.  Thanks to all the teams who have prepared our meals in August and 
September!

The first Wednesday of each month is “Potluck”.  The meat is provided and everyone just brings a side 
dish or dessert.  The next potluck meal will be Wednesday, October 5.  Don’t miss it!

Fall fest

Oct. 26 !!

Fall Fest is set for Wednesday, 
October 26 from 5:30 until 8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Our Queen of Fall Fest, Beverly Yates, 
has planned an evening of games, candy treats, 

and a costume contest with prizes for 
best costume, scariest costume, and funniest costume.  

We’ll enjoy a gumbo supper to kick things off.  
Plan to join us for a fun evening. 

(If you’d like you may help by donating candy. 
It will be used to fill treat bags for the children.  

Please give loose wrapped candy to Beverly.  Thanks.)

AT JJ WHITE

Dear J.J. White, 
As we close in on our wedding date, Maranda and I want to express our thanks and gratitude 
one last time for the wedding tea and all the gifts we have received since. It’s a warm and 
welcoming feeling knowing we have so many people who care not only about Bob and Deanna/
Mom and Dad down in McComb, but people who care also about us. Please rest assured knowing 
that we will cherish the memories we made and gifts we received for many, many years to come. 
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Thank you from the bottom of our hearts, 
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Kyle and Maranda   

A Thank You Note...



2	 Carol Rawlings
9	 Melisa DeCoux
16	 Brandy Dyess
23	 Alison Allred
30	 India Warshauer

Ushers/Greeters

Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance
Mark Statham          

Elder of the Month 

            Wayne Hutchison

October Lists
Children’s Church Sunday Morning Breakfast

     

 5   Randy B., Tommy R.

12  Randy W., John, Tommy B.

19  Noggin, Jeff
26  Dale, Whit

2	 Sharon White
9	 Mary Ann Ratcliff
16    Debbi Brock	
23    Beth Wild
30    Bill Mitchell

October

2	  Phyllis Turner
9	  Pat Randall
16	  Dottie Heiss
23	 Sue and. Win Sullivan
30	  Jackson Jones

Flowers

2 Evan Parker
4	 India Warshauer
5	 Katie Layne Gatlin

Linda Johnson
Bill Mitchell

    	 Johnny Nance	
	 Whit Williams
7           Heidi Lewis
8	 Melisa DeCoux
9	 Carson Simmons	
11	 Kya Cotton
	 Lola Jane Gatlin
	 Burke Williams
13	 Bryan Harbour
14 	 Maxine Brock
15 Cyndy Catchings
	 Anna Roberts         	  

     	 Susan White
22         Robbie DeCoux  
23	 Madeline Alford               
25 	 Rusty Brill	
     	 Whitney Rawlings
	 Charlie White
28	 Milton McKay
29        Kent Williford
30	 Keri Seago Gatlin                                    
31         JoAnna Barr        

            David Feldman

November

1          Alleigh Lewis
1	 Trudy Statham
3	 Beth Alford
4	 Scott Burris
20	 Libby Simo	
21	 Chase Wolff
22	 Whit Grace

Joan Kennedy
Elizabeth Robinson

23	 Amanda Lewis
23	 Carl McDaniel
28	 Elise Reeves
29	 James Cato
	 Heather Faucett
	 Mary Spurgeon
30	 J. C. Johnson

Happy Birthday to...

Men’s Interdenominational 
      Wednesday Breakfast Group



  JJ White MPC Vacation Bible School
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9:00 light breakfast 
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       7:00 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  
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and

Fall Fest
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Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM
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9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School
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Halloween

October
_2016

  Sunday    Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday    Friday     Saturday         

My favorite 
color is October.

~- Author Unknown


