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13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.                                      
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The Reverend Bob Phelps

a word from our pastor...

Living in the Now

I know it’s still summer.  I’ve been outside lately 
(not as much as I usually am, but some), so I know 
the temperature is still in the 90’s and will be for 
a while.  But everywhere I go, someone is trying 
to convince me it’s fall.  Stores are full of fall and 
even Christmas stuff.  The places I usually go to 
look at plants and yard things are full of mums 
and other fall flowers.  (You have to stand over 
those things with a watering can even when it’s 
not hot, so I don’t want them yet!)  And, of 
course, football starts this week, and it looks like 
we’ve forgotten that in the SEC we won’t be 
wearing sweaters and jackets until it’s almost 
championship time.  I know that retail people 
have to stay a season or two ahead if they plan to 
stay in business, but the rest of us tend to fall into 
lock step with them whether it makes any sense 
or not.  We’ve still got several weeks of hot 
weather to endure, and I’m as ready for football 
season as anyone else, but I won’t be hauling out 
the heavy Roll Tide sweatshirts any time soon.  
It’ll have to be Bama t-shirts for at least the first 
half the season.  

I know a lot of people who seem to live their 
lives of faith the same way.  Most of their 
understanding of what it means to be faithful 
deals with sometime in the future.  For some it’s 
all about being sure we’re going to Heaven when 
we die.  But what about these years we live until 
then?  What are they all about?  For others, there 
are good intentions about discipleship, about 

learning more about the Bible and other 
resources for faithful living, about serving in the 
church and through the church in the community 
and the wor ld , about growing in our 
understanding of what it means to follow Jesus in 
our real lives.  Most of really do intend to get 
around to those things.  Maybe when the kids are 
older and don’t require so much time and energy.  
Maybe when I’m more secure in my career and 
have more time to devote to other things.  Maybe 
when I get through school.  Maybe when I retire.  
Maybe someday.  All those things are real, and all 
of them are important.  But what better gift could 
we give our kids than spiritually growing parents?  
How much better might we perform at work if 
we viewed our work as service to God?  How 
much different might every part of our life be if 
we saw it as an opportunity to use our gifts to 
glorify God and to serve others?  And what if we 
tried to do that right now, in the midst of 
whatever our life is now, instead of putting it off?

I hope there is cooler weather sometime soon.  I 
look forward to mums and pumpkins and Bama 
sweatshirts and all the other things that fall will 
bring to lots of places before they come to us.  
But, even more, I hope we’ll all look for 
opportunities to grow in faith and discipleship 
right now, not when everything is right.  

Grace and Peace,
Bob



They Really Are Coming Back!

The choir will return to the loft during worship on Sunday, September 4, I promise.  I know we’ve been 

talking about start-up and rehearsals for a couple of weeks, but they really are coming back this 
month!  We’ve enjoyed having a couple of Wednesdays to ease back into the routine without the 
pressure of having to be sure we’ve got something ready for Sunday.  That pressure is on, beginning 
this month.  We are not so far along in our work, however, that we can’t welcome newcomers.  You 

don’t have to have had voice lessons to sing with us, just a willingness to help us praise God through 

music.  We’re working on some really nice pieces for this fall, and none of us know them well enough 

yet that you can’t catch up.  When Labor Day has passed, we’ll be beginning (Gasp!)  Advent and 

Christmas music very soon.  Christmas falls on Sunday this year, so we’ll likely need some extra voices 
to help us sing praise that morning.  Between now and then there are lots of Sundays and lots of 
beautiful music to make.  The choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 6:30.  We’d love to have you 

join us.

      
                 Music Notes

 from Deanna Phelps, Music Director

The Session has called a congregational meeting on Sunday, September 18, 
at the conclusion of the worship service.  The purpose of this meeting is to 
elect an Elder Nominating Committee.  This committee will nominate three 
individuals to serve terms on the Session from 2017-2020.  Elders Bob Arnold, 
Melisa DeCoux, and Wayne Hutchison will complete three-year terms this year.  
In October, we will be electing three people to serve new three year-terms.  
The Elder Nominating Committee you elect this month will bring us 
nominations for those places.  Please plan to attend on September 18 and 
give prayerful consideration to those who will serve on this important group.

Congregational Meeting on September 18



The congregation of JJ White welcomes a former 
member back home.  Sue Nunnery was a member of JJ 
White for thirty years.   Her children grew up in our 
church.  She later became a member of Magnolia 
Presbyterian Church when she married Dr. Jack 
Nunnery who was a member there.  Now, thirty years 
later she has returned to JJ White. 

Sue is a graduate of Mississippi State University and is 
retired after 25 years as a probation and parole officer 
and pre-sentence investigator with the Department of 
Corrections in Pike County.

She enjoys reading, gardening, and bridge. 

Sue has always been a part of our church family, but It 
is great to have her officially with us again at J.J. White!

JJ White MPC Welcomes Sue Nunnery 

Upcoming Event - Make plans to attend!

You and your family are invited to a very special party
honoring members ages 90 years or more

of J. J. White Memorial Presbyterian Church:
Emily Austin, Ralph Brock, Eileen Cato, 

Betty Ott, Libby Robinson, and Bess Simmons.

The party will be held Sunday, September 4, 2016
at 2:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.

We hope that you will make a special effort to attend
 this celebration of our beloved!



Saturday, September 17, 2016 -   
9:30 a.m. Registration 

10:30 a.m. Gathering Program.
Lunch to follow.

RSVP by September 5 
to 601 684 4189  or 

email- jjwhitememorial@bellsouth.net

invite you to the 
Cluster C Fall Gathering of Presbyterian Women - 

Presbytery of Mississippi

Presbyterian Women 
of J.J.White Memorial 

          An invitation to all women of 
  JJ White Memorial Presbyterian Church...

PW of JJ White will have their regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, September 13, 
at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  A light 
lunch will be served.

At left is an invitation to 
all women of JJ White to attend the Fall Gathering of 
Cluster C of the PW of the Presbytery of Mississippi on 
Saturday, September 17.  You are encouraged to come even 
if you have not been able to attend the regular meetings of 
the PW of JJ White.  

There will be a light breakfast served during registration in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Following registration all will gather in 
the sanctuary for worship and an overview of the PW Bible 
study for 2016-17.  Reverend Phelps will give the devotional 
and Reverend Dr. Lynn Miller will do the overview. of the 
2016-17 PW Bible study “Who Is Jesus” by Judy Yates Siker. 
Lynn is the author of the study’s “Suggestions for Leaders”.   
Workshops will be offered related to Presbyterian Women 
until about 12:00 noon when lunch will be served in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Dismissal will follow lunch.  

So please just contact the church office or let Suzi 
Drummond know if you can be a part of this interesting 
event.

Wednesdays are Off and Running!

If you haven’t been with us on Wednesday evenings yet this season, plan to join us soon.  
The food is great.   The conversation is, too.  After supper, adults gather for prayer and other studies.  

Beginning this month, adults will review the study catechism for 
Presbyterians.  Don’t worry; you won’t be asked to memorize or 
recite.  We’ll review this series of questions about our faith and talk 
about our own understanding of what they mean.  Our youth group 
meets with Amanda and Jose’ each Wednesday on the third floor.  
There are special activities for children each week, too.  

Beginning this month, the first Wednesday of every month will bring 
a pot-luck opportunity.  The church will provide the meat and drinks 
(it’s fried chicken in September), and we’ll count on you to bring 
sides, salads, and desserts.  On the other Wednesdays of each 

month, different cooking teams will prepare and serve supper.  In September that schedule includes:

  9/7 Pot Luck (Fried Chicken, you bring the rest)
9/14 Property Committee does Mexican Night
9/21 Kathy Harbour, Pat Randall, and Jackie Russell do spaghetti..
9/28 Hutchison Crew does Tailgate Night

Plan to join us for a full evening of mid-week activities on Wednesdays.

AT JJ WHITE



“Blessing of the Backpacks”

The children and youth at JJ White recently participated in a 
“Backpack Blessing” for the school year 2016-17.  Reverend Phelps led 
the congregation in promising to be faithful supporters of the students 
as they begin a new session of school.  

Have a great school year students, teachers, and parents! 

Recognition of Summer Christian Ed Volunteers

Volunteers who helped with JJW’s Vacation Bible School and the Children’s Storytime activity 
were given certificates of appreciation for their efforts.  Thanks to all who made our Christian 
Education events successful.



 Your Session held its regular meeting for August on the 14th at 
6:00 pm in the Ewell Martin Room.  All Session members were 
present.  Actions taken at the meeting include:

✤ approval of financial statements.  (Minutes from July were not 
available and will be approved at our next meeting.

✤ with joy and thanksgiving, received Sue Nunnery into the 
membership of our congregation upon transfer from Magnolia 

Presbyterian Church.

✤ reviewed the actions of General Assembly which met in Portland, Oregon in June.

✤ heard a report from the August 12-13 meeting of the Presbytery of Mississippi from Bob 
Arnold and our pastor, who attended.

✤ set dates for several upcoming events and programs including congregational meetings 
on September 18 (to elect an Elder Nominating Committee) and on October 23 (to elect 
new elders).

✤ set the dates for this year’s Stewardship Emphasis on October 9, 16, 23, and November 6.  
This year’s theme will be The Gifts of God for the People of God.

✤ heard reports from various committees.

✤ noted the distribution of Mission Support Checks for the first half of 2016 by the Mission 
Committee.  Noted the collection of 42 pairs of shoes for Heritage Hills Ministry.

✤ invited the Rev. Chris Richardson to preach on October 30 while Bob and Deanna are in 
Birmingham for Kyle’s wedding.

✤ reviewed the schedule for Wednesday suppers for first semester.

✤ referred a request to check on the status of hearing assistance devices in the sanctuary to 
the Property Committee.

The Session meets monthly, normally on the second Sunday of each month.  The September 
meeting will be on the 11th at 6 pm.  Please keep us of hearing assistance devices in the 
sanctuary to the Property Committee.

Session
Report



Time to pack a shoebox for Operation Christmas Child!
We will participate in Operation Christmas Child through the 
Samaritan’s Purse ministry again this year.  The simple gifts we 
bring will benefit children around the world.  You will be 
hearing more from the project’s coordinators Ally Allred and 
Sara Beth Williams, but be aware that school supplies are still 
on sale and begin to gather items for the boxes. It is never too 
early to start.  Please contact Ally or Sara Beth to find out ways you can help.  



4	 Joanna Barr
11	 Sara Beth Williams
18	 Lee Williams
26	 Susan White

Ushers/Greeters

Tommy Ratcliff, Captain
Robbie DeCoux
John Drummond
Stacey Moak
Johnny Nance
Mark Statham          

Elder of the Month 

Robbie DeCoux

September Lists
Children’s Church

September

Sunday Morning Breakfast

      Men’s Interdenominational Wednesday
           Breakfast Group

7	 Renan Richmond, Rick Penick  
14	 Bob Phelps, Kit Stovall, Tommy Brock
21	 Jimmy Carroll Robertson, Whitney Rawlings
28	 Bill Mitchell, Jim Alford

4	 Sharon White
11	 Bill Mitchell
18    Lee Williams
25   Sara Beth, Alli, and Melissa	

October

1           Noggin Wild
	 Lily Estes
3	 Margy Wicker
	 Stephen Williams
4	 Andrew DeCoux	
5	 Gracie Senner 
	 Ben Thomas
6	 Patti Brabham
7 Sara Beth Williams
10	 Bonnie Hudon
             Darrell Smith
13	 Mary Ann Ratcliff
17	 Rose Ann Johnson
19       Wayne Hutchison

       Shep Ray
20 Blake Phelps
            Carolyn McKay
28	 Dottie Burt
	 Stacey Moak

4	 Trudy and Mark Statham
11    Prudence McGehee
18	 Margy Wicker
25	 Lee and Stephen Williams

Flowers

2 Evan Parker
4	 India Warshauer
5	 Katie Layne Gatlin

Linda Johnson
Bill Mitchell

    	 Johnny Nance	
	 Whit Williams
7           Heidi Lewis
8	 Melisa DeCoux
9	 Carson Simmons	
11	 Kya Cotton
	 Lola Jane Gatlin
	 Burke Williams
13	 Bryan Harbour
14 	 Maxine Brock
15 Cyndy Catchings
	 Anna Roberts         	  

     	 Susan White
22         Robbie DeCoux  
23	 Madeline Alford               
25 	 Rusty Brill	
     	 Whitney Rawlings
	 Charlie White
28	 Milton McKay
29        Kent Williford
30	 Keri Seago Gatlin                                    
31         JoAnna Barr        
            David Feldman



  JJ White MPC Vacation Bible School
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Bible Study with 
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10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 pm.
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9:00a.m.
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9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning     
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       7:00 am  
 Men’s Breakfast  

5:30 p.m. 
Supper and
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22
Bible Study with 

Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

23 24

25

9:00 light breakfast 
9:30 Sunday School

10:30 Morning 
Worship  
MICA              

26 27 28

    7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast

5:30 p.m. 
Supper and
Wednesday 

Night
Activities 

29

Bible Study with 
Rev. Phelps      
10:30 am

Knutty Knitters
7:00 PM

30

"The breezes taste of apple peel. 
The air is full of smells to feel- 
Ripe fruit, old footballs, burning brush, 

New books, erasers, chalk, and such. 

The bee, his hive, well-honeyed hum, 

And Mother cuts chrysanthemums. 
Like plates washed clean with suds, the days 
Are polished with a morning haze. " 
-  John Updike, September
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